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foreword 

ODGE  NO.  106  is  a  century  and  a  quarter  old.  Consti¬ 
tuted  July  6,  1806,  it  is  one  of  the  very  oldest  Lodges 
in  Pennsylvania.  What  is  also  remarkable  is  the  fact  that 
today  it  works  under  its  original  Warrant. 

The  history  of  LODGE  NO.  106  is  replete  with  experi¬ 
ence  and  incident.  It  underwent  the  trials  and  vicissitudes 
of  the  pioneer,  the  tribulations  of  the  victim  of  antagonism, 
as  well  as  the  success  of  persistent  and  consistent  exempli¬ 
fication  of  Masonic  truth  and  principle,  and  vindication  of 
itself  and  of  Freemasonry. 

Its  history,  too,  embraces  the  names  of  men  who  laid  the 
foundations  of  social  and  political  order  in  this  section  of 
the  state,  and  of  its  business  and  industrial  structure,  who 
promoted  education  and  religion  and  served  their  day  and 
generation  in  the  highest  offices  within  the  gift  of  city,  county 
and  state. 

In  cloud  or  sunshine  LODGE  NO.  106  made  a  record  of 
Masonic  endeavor  and  achievement  whose  brilliancy  still 
challenges,  and  whose  luster  can  never  be  tarnished  by  time. 
And  it  is  to  place  this  record  in  the  hands  of  present  and 
future  members  that  the  Lodge  authorized  the  publication  of 
its  history. 

How  well  the  committee  has  succeeded  must  be  decided 
by  members  of  the  Lodge  to  whom  this  HISTORY  OF 
LODGE  NO.  106,  F.  and  A.  M.,  in  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  R. 
W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  is  now  fraternally  sub¬ 
mitted. 


Committee  on  Publication. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
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The  Original  and  Only  Warrant  of  Lodge  No.  106 


Free  and  Accepted  Masons 


RBbe  CW arrant  of  £odge  TJ Vo.  106 

JAMES  MILNOR,  GRAND  MASTER. 

FRED  WOLBERT,  DEPUTY  GRAND  MASTER. 

ROBERT  LEWIS,  SENIOR  GRAND  WARDEN. 

ROBERT  POATH,  JUNIOR  GRAND  WARDEN. 

To  all  whom  it  may  concern 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  and  Masonic  Jurisdiction 

Thereunto  Belonging  in  Ample  Form  assembled  at 

Philadelphia,  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
WISDOM ! ! !  STRENGTH ! ! !  FRATERNITY ! ! ! 

KNOW  YE,  That  We  The  said  Grand  Lodge  of  the  most 
Ancient  and  Honorable  Fraternity  of  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  according  to  the  Old  Constitutions,  revived  by  his 
Royal  Highness  Prince  Edwin,  at  York,  in  the  Kingdom  of 
England,  in  the  Year  of  the  Christian  Aera  Nine  Hundred, 
Twenty  and  Six,  and  in  the  Year  of  Masonry  Four  Thousand, 
Nine  Hundred,  Twenty  and  Six,  by  Virtue  of  the  Powers 
and  Authorities  Vested  in  US,  Due  Hereby  constitute  and 
appoint  our  trusty  and  wellbeloved  Brethren  William  Hep- 
bum — Master,  James  Davidson — Senior  Warden,  and  Sam¬ 
uel  Coleman — Junior  Warden  of  a  Lodge — Number  One 
Hundred  and  Six  to  be  held  at  Williamsport  and  County  of 
Lycoming  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  _  -  _  _ 
or  within  Five  Miles  of  the  same.  AND  WE  DO  FURTHER 
authorize  and  impower  our  said  trusty  and  wellbeloved 
Brethren  William  Hepburn — James  Davidson  and  Samuel 
Coleman — to  admit  and  make  Free  Masons  according  to  the 
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most  Ancient  and  Honorable  Custom  of  the  Royal  Craft  in 
all  Ages  and  Nations  throughout  the  known  world,  and  not 
contrarywise.  AND  WE  DO  FURTHER  impower  and  ap¬ 
point  the  said  William  Hepburn,  James  Davidson  and  Sam¬ 
uel  Coleman — and  their  Successors  to  hear  and  determine 
all  and  singular  matters  and  things  relating  to  the  Craft 
within  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  said  Lodge,  with  the  assistance 
of  the  Members  of  the  said  Lodge.  And  lastly,  WE  DO 
hereby  authorize  and  impower  our  said  trusty  and  well- 
beloved  Brethren  William  Hepburn,  James  Davidson  and 
Samuel  Coleman  to  install  their  Successors,  being  first  duly 
elected  and  chosen,  to  whom  they  shall  deliver  this  Warrant, 
and  to  invest  them  with  all  the  Powers  and  Dignities  to  their 
offices  respectively  belonging,  and  such  Successors  shall  in 
like  manner  from  time  to  time,  install  their  Successors,  &c. 
&c.  &c.  Such  Installation  to  be  upon  or  near  St.  JOHN 
THE  EVANGELIST’S  Day,  during  the  continuance  of  this 
Lodge  for  ever.  Provided  always,  That  the  said  above- 
named  Brethren,  and  their  Successors,  pay  due  respect  to 
this  RIGHT  WORSHIPFUL  GRAND  LODGE  and  the  Ordi¬ 
nances  thereof,  otherwise  this  Warrant  to  be  of  no  Force  or 
Effect. 


[Seal] 


GIVEN  in  open  GRAND  LODGE,  under  the 
Hands  of  our  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Offi¬ 
cers  and  the  Seal  of  our  Grand  Lodge,  at 
Philadelphia,  this  Third  Day  of  March — A. 
D.  One  Thousand,  Eight  Hundred  and  Six — 
and  of  Masonry  Five  Thousand,  Eight  Hun¬ 
dred  and  Six. 


Attest: 

George  A.  Baker,  Grand  Secretary. 
Thos.  Armstrong,  Grand  Treasurer. 
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tyree  and  cAccepted  eJVCasons 

Williamsport,  Pennsylvania 

Instituted  March  3,  1806 
Constituted  July  6,  1806 


WARRANT  MEMBERS 


William  Hepburn 
Samuel  Coleman 
James  Cummings 
James  Gibson 
John  Kidd 


James  Davidson 
John  Cummings 
Samuel  Gibson 
Francis  Riddle 
Robert  McClure 


OFFICERS 

Worshipful  Master _ 

Senior  Warden _ 

Junior  Warden _ 

Treasurer _ 

Secretary _ 

Senior  Deacon _ 

Junior  Deacon _ 

Steward _ 


William  Hepburn 

_ _ James  Davidson 

-Samuel  Coleman 
-Samuel  Coleman 

_ John  Kidd 

.-James  Cummings 

_ Samuel  Gibson 

..James  Cummings 


EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  PROCEEDINGS 
OF  GRAND  LODGE 

At  the  Quarterly  Communication  of  March  3,  1806,  “A 
Petition  from  divers  Brethren  was  read,  praying  that  a  War- 
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rant  might  be  granted  for  holding  a  Lodge  at  Williamsport, 
in  the  County  of  Lycoming,  in  Pennsylvania,  and  that  Bro’r 
William  Hepburn  might  be  named  Master,  Bro’r  James 
Davidson,  Senior  Warden,  and  Bro’r  Samuel  Coleman, 
Junior  Warden  of  the  same,  which  Petition  being  duly  rec¬ 
ommended  according  to  the  Regulations  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
on  motion  made  and  seconded,  it  was 

“Resolved,  That  the  Prayer  of  the  Petitioners  be  granted 
and  that  the  Bro’r  Grand  Secretary  make  out  a  Warrant  ac¬ 
cordingly,  and  that  the  same  be  numbered  106.” 

At  the  Quarterly  Communication  of  September  15,  1806: 
“The  Report  of  Lodge  No.  106  having  been  duly  Constituted 
at  Williamsport  in  Lycoming  County  agreebly  to  Dispensa¬ 
tion,  on  1st  July  last,  was  read  and  duly  accepted.” 
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cWilliamsport  £fn  1806 

OOME  idea  of  the  magnitude  of  the  undertaking  of  the 
^  Brethren  who  organized  Lodge  No.  106  may  be  gained 
from  the  political  and  social  conditions  in  Williamsport  in 
1806.  Had  they  not  been  leaders  in  the  settlement,  growth, 
improvement  and  government  of  the  West  Branch  Valley, 
especially  in  the  promotion  of  the  interests  of  Williamsport, 
they  might  not  have  essayed  the  project. 

Though  a  borough  in  1806,  Williamsport  was  only  a 
hamlet.  There  were  but  60  taxables.  Its  population  could 
hardly  have  exceeded  300.  It  had  been  made  the  county 
seat  after  a  bitter  fight  in  which  several  of  the  organizers  of 
Lodge  No.  106  had  taken  a  prominent  part.  Indeed,  the 
fight  began  with  the  attempt  to  erect  Lycoming  County,  and 
it  is  therefore  interesting  to  sketch  the  political  situation. 

Lycoming  County  was  formed  from  a  part  of  Northum¬ 
berland  County  at  whose  county  seat  Sunbury’s  Lodge  No.  22 
was  located.  Northumberland  County,  erected  in  1772,  com¬ 
prised  parts  of  Lancaster,  Cumberland,  Berks,  Northampton 
and  Bradford  Counties — an  immense  territory  bounded  on 
the  east  by  Pike  County,  on  the  north  by  New  York  State, 
and  on  the  west  by  a  line  that  touched  Lake  Erie.  With  peace 
declared  between  the  whites  and  Indians  there  was  a  rush  of 
settlers  into  this  territory,  especially  into  the  West  Branch 
Valley.  A  great  many  of  them  were  many  miles  distant 
from  the  county  seat.  Roads  were  hardly  more  than  trails, 
crossing  streams  which  had  not  been  bridged.  Such  travel¬ 
ing  in  summer  was  arduous  and  in  winter  dangerous.  Yet 
courts  had  to  be  attended,  deeds  recorded,  and  estates  settled. 
As  few  letters  were  written  the  county  seat  was  the  only 
place  where  people  could  get  in  touch  with  the  outside  world. 

Naturally  such  inconvenient  and  unsatisfactory  condi¬ 
tions  resulted  in  a  movement  for  the  erection  of  a  new  county. 
With  this  movement  several  of  the  charter  members  of  Lodge 
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No.  106  were  prominently  identified.  The  proposed  county, 
however,  was  itself  a  large  territory  and  was  opposed  by 
residents  in  the  eastern  end  of  Northumberland  County,  as 
they  would  not  be  relieved.  For  nine  long  years,  1786  to 
1795,  a  fight  was  waged  in  the  legislature  which  became 
more  and  more  bitter  as  the  several  bills  to  erect  Lycoming 
County  were  defeated.  But  in  1794,  Col.  William  Hepburn, 
one  of  the  supporters  of  the  proposed  new  county,  was  elected 
to  an  unexpired  term  in  the  state  senate.  He  had  been  a 
good  Indian  fighter  and  evidently  was  a  good  politician,  for 
as  the  result  of  his  work  and  influence  there  was  passed  on 
April  13,  1795,  the  bill  creating  Lycoming  County.  Two 
days  later  the  bill  was  approved  by  Governor  Mifflin  who 
appointed  William  Hepburn,  James  A.  Davidson,  Samuel 
Wallis  and  John  Adlinn  associated  judges  for  Lycoming 
County.  Col.  Hepburn  resigned  his  seat  in  the  senate.  He 
had  accomplished  what  he  had  undertaken  to  do. 

But  with  the  erection  of  Lycoming  County  came  a  fight 
over  the  selection  of  the  county  seat.  Jaysburg  and  New¬ 
berry  contended  for  the  honor.  Judge  Hepburn  lived  east 
of  Lycoming  Creek  and  south  of  the  main  road  where  he 
owned  a  farm  known  as  the  “Deer  Park”  farm.  As  its  lo¬ 
cation  and  low  land  were  not  suitable  for  a  town  site  he 
prevailed  upon  Michael  Ross,  who  owned  an  adjoining  farm, 
to  lay  out  a  town  which  was  called  Williamsport.  This  was 
in  1795.  Newberry  had  already  been  laid  out  (in  1794) 
and  Jaysburg  early  in  1795  was  plotted  and  reserved  lots 
for  the  court  house  and  jail.  When  Newberry  and  Jaysburg 
fought,  Col.  Hepburn  worked  hard  to  have  Williamsport  se¬ 
lected.  But  the  new  town  grew  slowly.  The  county  busi¬ 
ness  was  conducted  at  Jaysburg  where  the  county  commis¬ 
sioners  had  their  headquarters.  Yet,  Col.  Hepburn  worked 
all  the  harder  and  in  1799  succeeded  in  having  Williamsport 
made  the  county  seat.  The  first  jail  was  erected  in  1801 
and  the  first  court  house  in  1804. 

When  in  1806  Williamsport  was  incorporated  as  a  bor¬ 
ough  it  assumed  greater  political  and  social  importance,  at- 

[12 


Free  and  Accepted  Masons 


trading  as  residents  several  men  who  had  worked  with  Col. 
Hepburn,  and  who  joined  him  in  the  creation  of  Williams¬ 
port  as  the  shire  town  of  the  county.  They  had  other  in¬ 
terests  in  common,  and  worked  in  harmony  to  promote  them. 
Col.  Hepburn  was  in  1806  the  outstanding  citizen  of  the 
borough  and  county. 
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^Inception  and  institution 

OLONEL  HEPBURN  has  always  been  credited  with  the 
idea  of  having  a  Masonic  Lodge  at  Williamsport.  It  is 
possible,  however,  that  the  first  suggestion  came  from  an 
older  Mason,  Judge  Davidson,  who  had  been  a  member  of 
Lodge  No.  22,  since  1784,  had  served  that  Lodge  as  Wor¬ 
shipful  Master,  and  for  several  years  as  treasurer.  Col. 
Hepburn  was  made  a  Mason  on  October  30,  1803. 

Whoever  originated  the  idea  it  is  safe  to  assume  that  Col. 
Hepburn  and  his  friends  talked  the  matter  over,  for  it  was 
not  so  easy  to  engineer  a  movement  for  a  new  Masonic  Lodge. 
Williamsport  was  a  mere  hamlet,  where  men  congregated 
only  for  business,  or  to  attend  the  sessions  of  court  which 
were  short  and  infrequent.  There  was  prejudice  against  se¬ 
cret  organizations,  especially  one  whose  origin  was  English, 
notwithstanding  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  had  in 
1786  declared  its  independence  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
England.  It  was  difficult,  too,  to  secure  in  the  borough  and 
the  surrounding  territory  a  sufficient  number  of  Master  Ma¬ 
sons  to  petition  the  Grand  Lodge  for  a  Warrant  for  a  new 
Lodge.  Evidence  of  this  fact  is  found  in  the  necessity  to  go 
15  miles  for  one  signature  and  seven  miles  for  another.  But 
all  difficulties  were  overcome,  and  10  names  were  secured 
for  the  petition  to  Grand  Lodge.  They  were  as  follows: 

William  Hepburn,  Samuel  Coleman,  James  Cummings, 
James  Gibson,  John  Kidd,  James  Davidson,  John  Cummings, 
Samuel  Gibson,  Francis  Riddle,  Robert  McClure — all  mem¬ 
bers  of  Lodge  No.  22,  at  Sunbury. 

Consequently  it  was  necessary  to  petition  Lodge  No.  22 
for  permission  to  petition  Grand  Lodge  for  a  Warrant.  The 
Minutes  of  Lodge  No.  22  of  February  25,  1804,  record: 

“A  petition  from  some  of  the  members  of  this  Lodge  re¬ 
siding  in  Lycoming  County  was  read,  praying  that  this  Lodge 
would  grant  them  the  privilege  of  withdrawing  from  the 
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Lodge  for  the  purpose  of  applying  to  the  Grand  Lodge  for 
a  Warrant  to  enable  them  to  establish  a  Lodge  in  Lycoming 
County,  and  wishing  for  that  purpose  a  recommendation 
from  this  Lodge.” 

By  a  unanimous  vote  the  prayer  of  the  petition  was 
granted,  and  Brother  Frederic  A.  Godcharles,  from  whose 
“History  of  Freemasonry  in  Northumberland  County  and 
Snyder  County”  the  above  is  taken,  goes  on  to  say: 

“Thus  the  Brethren  residing  in  Williamsport  and  vicinity 
were  granted  their  certificate  and  recommended  to  Grand 
Lodge  for  a  charter  (Warrant)  which  was  approved  by  Grand 
Lodge,  and  Lodge  No.  106  was  constituted  two  years  later, 
while  the  Brethren  from  the  villages  nearer  Lodge  No.  22 
were  kept  within  the  fold  for  a  few  years  longer.” 

For  two  years  this  permission  of  Lodge  No.  22  appears 
not  to  have  been  utilized.  No  explanation  is  to  be  found 
in  any  Masonic  record,  so  it  may  be  assumed  that  delay  was 
caused  by  lack  of  money.  The  cost  of  the  Warrant  was 
$85.00,  and  money  was  not  plentiful  in  those  days.  How¬ 
ever,  at  the  Quarterly  Communication  of  Grand  Lodge,  held 
March  3,  1806,  the  petition  was  presented  and  the  Warrant 
authorized. 

By  this  Warrant  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  of  Pennsylvania  by  James  Milnor,  Most  Worshipful 
Grand  Master,  constituted  and  appointed  “our  trusty  and 
well  beloved  Brother,  William  Hepburn,  Worshipful  Mas¬ 
ter,  James  Davidson,  Senior  Warden,  and  Samuel  Coleman, 
Junior  Warden,  of  a  Lodge  No.  106,  to  be  held  at  Williams¬ 
port,  in  the  County  of  Lycoming,  and  in  the  State  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  or  within  five  miles  of  the  same.”  This  was  in  the 
spring  and  the  roads  must  have  been  in  a  terrible  condition. 
There  was  but  one  road  up  the  river  from  Sunbury,  and  there 
were  no  bridges.  The  bridge  over  Loyalsock  Creek  was  not 
built  till  1812. 

The  Grand  Master  had  issued  a  special  dispensation  to 
Brother  John  Cowden,  of  Lodge  No.  22,  for  the  institution 
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of  Lodge  No.  106,  and  the  installation  of  its  officers.  Brother 
Cowden  did  not  execute  his  commission  until  July  6,  1806, 
when  the  Minutes  of  the  Lodge  say: 

“By  special  dispensation  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  directed  to  Brother  John  Cowden,  Brother  John 
Boyd  in  the  chair,  Brother  John  Cowden,  John  Boyd,  James 
Davidson,  and  Enoch  Smith,  Past  Masters,  proceeded  to  the 
installation  of  Brother  William  Hepburn  as  Master  of  Lodge 
No.  106,  Brother  James  Davidson  as  Senior  Warden,  and 
Brother  Samuel  Coleman  as  Junior  Warden. 

“W.  M.  William  Hepburn  took  the  chair  and  asked  about 
the  time  of  meeting,  when  it  was  unanimously  agreed  that 
Lodge  No.  106  should  meet  every  full  moon  except  when 
the  same  might  happen  Sunday  and  when  so  to  meet  on 
Monday  evening  following.” 

This  is  all  that  appears  in  the  Minutes  of  the  meeting. 
Yet  there  was  a  committee  appointed  to  draft  By-Laws,  for 
this  committee  reported  at  the  first  stated  meeting  held  July 
30,  1806,  and  the  report  was  adopted.  The  omission  of 
mention  in  the  Minutes,  and  of  the  names  of  those  present 
at  the  institution  of  the  Lodge,  and  installation  of  its  officers 
would  indicate  that  the  ceremonies  were  indifferently  con¬ 
ducted,  for  why  was  John  Boyd  in  the  chair  when  the  dis¬ 
pensation  to  institute  the  Lodge  had  been  directed  to  John 
Cowden?  Further  evidence  is  found  in  the  fact  that  no  sec¬ 
retary  was  appointed  and  the  minutes  were  roughly  kept  by 
some  Brother  who  has  never  been  mentioned  in  connection 
with  them. 

At  the  meeting  held  July  30,  the  Worshipful  Master  ap¬ 
pointed  John  Kidd  secretary  of  the  Lodge,  and  he  copied  in 
the  Minute  book  the  rough  draft  of  the  meeting  held  on  July 
1.  It  is  possible  that  Brother  Kidd  may  have  been  slated 
for  Secretary  but  was  unable  to  be  present  at  the  institution 
of  the  Lodge  and  the  installation  of  its  officers. 
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The  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  contains  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Minutes : 

Quarterly  Communication  June  5, 1807:— “A  copy  of  the 
Bye-Laws  of  said  Lodge  (Lodge  No.  106)  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Bye-Laws  to  examine  and  report  thereon.” 

Quarterly  Communication  December  21,  1807: — “The 
Committee  on  the  Bye-Laws  made  Report  on  the  Bye-Laws 
of  Lodge  No.  106,  held  in  Williamsport  which  was  read  and 
is  in  these  words,  to  wit: 

“The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Bye-Laws  of 
Lodge  No.  106,  held  in  Williamsport,  Lycoming  County,  re¬ 
spectfully  report — 

“That  they  have  carefully  examined  the  same  and  recom¬ 
mend  the  following  Alteration  in  the  13th  Article,  3rd  line, 
after  the  word  Secretary ,  insert  ‘on  a  stated  night,’  6th  line, 
after  the  word  next  insert  ‘stated.’ 

“With  the  above  alterations  the  Committee  recommended 
the  adoption  of  the  Report.” 

The  report  was  adopted. 
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CW arrant  ^Members  of  SLodge  c7V" ?.  106 

HTHE  Warrant  members  of  Lodge  No.  106  were  men  of 
A  purpose,  of  action,  and  courage.  They  wrought  under 
difficulties  and  discouragements  which  we  today  can  not  fully 
understand.  Only  their  love  for  the  Fraternity  and  loyalty 
to  their  Lodge  could  have  enabled  them  to  bear  the  burden 
of  its  establishment  and  maintenance.  In  order  more  fully 
to  do  them  honor  and  perpetuate  their  memory,  short  sketches 
of  their  lives  are  here  given. 

William  Hepburn,  the  first  Worshipful  Master  of  Lodge 
No.  106,  was  undoubtedly  the  leading  citizen  of  the  West 
Branch  Valley  before  Lycoming  County  was  organized,  a 
leader  in  military  affairs,  politics,  society  and  in  the  church. 
He  was  bom  in  Ireland  and  with  his  father  and  three  broth¬ 
ers  came  to  this  country  in  1786.  The  Hepburns  were  evi¬ 
dently  people  not  possessing  very  much  of  this  world’s  goods, 
for  his  first  job  was  helping  to  dig  a  mill  race  for  a  saw  mill 
which  Albert  Culbertson  was  building  at  the  mouth  of  Mos¬ 
quito  Creek.  He  enlisted  in  the  militia  at  the  outbreak  of 
Indian  troubles,  and  soon  rose  to  the  rank  of  Colonel  with 
headquarters  at  Fort  Muncy.  After  1778  he  was  in  com¬ 
mand  of  the  troops  in  this  section.  In  1794  he  was  elected 
a  state  senator  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  William  Mont¬ 
gomery,  and  introduced  a  bill  providing  for  the  erection  of 
Lycoming  County.  The  bill  was  passed  and  on  April  13, 
1795,  was  signed  by  Governor  Mifflin.  In  the  fall  of  1801 
he  built  a  two-story  brick  house  a  part  of  which  is  still  stand¬ 
ing  at  the  foot  of  Park  Street.  Here  he  lived  and  became 
the  center  of  social  affairs  for  the  county  around.  He  was 
very  hospitable  and  entertained  extensively.  He  was  made 
the  first  justice  of  the  peace  and  for  several  years  was  the 
only  one  in  the  county.  In  1807  Governor  McKean  com¬ 
missioned  him  major  general  of  the  Tenth  division  of 
militia.  Having  served  the  county  as  president  judge  al¬ 
most  from  its  erection,  this  new  honor,  greatly  extended  his 
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popularity  and  influence.  Judge  Hepburn  was  a  married 
man,  and  his  wife  appears  to  have  aided  him  in  all  his  un¬ 
dertakings. 

William  Hepburn  was  made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  22, 
Oct.  30,  1803.  He  resigned  membership  in  that  Lodge 
February  25,  1804,  to  become  a  Warrant  member  of  Lodge 
No.  106  of  which  he  was  Master  in  1806,  1807,  1811,  and 
1815. 

James  Davidson,  who  was  named  in  the  Warrant  of 
Lodge  No.  106  as  Senior  Warden,  was  bom  in  New  Jersey. 
The  exact  date  and  place  of  his  birth  are  unknown.  On 
April  13,  1773,  he  received  a  certificate  from  Dr.  Jonathan 
Dayton,  of  Springfield,  N.  J.,  certifying  that  he  had  served 
an  apprenticeship  of  two  years,  six  months,  in  the  practice 
of  medicine.  For  the  next  three  years  he  practiced  at  Ox¬ 
ford,  N.  Y.,  and  on  June  1,  1776,  received  a  certificate  of 
loyalty  from  the  county  committee.  He  entered  the  army 
March  13,  1776,  as  assistant  hospital  surgeon,  and  on  April 
5,  1777,  was  appointed  surgeon  of  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania 
Battalion.  On  May  12,  1777,  he  took  the  “iron-clad”  oath 
and  on  the  same  day  was  invited  by  General  Washington 
to  dine  with  him.  He  served  until  the  end  of  the  war  and 
at  its  close  located  at  Sunbury.  Here  he  was  made  a  Mason 
in  Lodge  No.  22,  in  January,  1784,  and  the  following  De¬ 
cember  was  elected  Senior  Warden.  He  was  elected  Wor¬ 
shipful  Master  in  June,  1786,  and  served  until  St.  John’s 
Day  when  he  was  elected  treasurer,  serving  until  1792.  Dr. 
Davidson  was  married  in  Sunbury.  After  his  marriage  he 
bought  a  farm  near  the  mouth  of  Pine  Creek  where  he  lo¬ 
cated  and  continued  the  practice  of  medicine.  On  the  erec¬ 
tion  of  Lycoming  County,  he  was  appointed  by  Governor 
Mifflin  one  of  its  associate  judges.  Dr.  Davidson  was  a 
gentleman  of  culture  and  refinement,  fond  of  anecdotes,  hos¬ 
pitable  and  benevolent.  His  time  was  so  occupied  that  he 
was  not  a  regular  attendant  at  the  meetings  of  Lodge  No. 
106,  and  possibly  for  this  reason,  and  because  he  lived  at  a 
great  distance,  was  not  elected  its  Master.  Dr.  Davidson 

19] 


Lodge  No.  1 06 


died  January  16,  1825,  and  was  buried  on  his  farm  in  a 
cemetery  he  laid  out  and  which  is  known  as  “Davidson’s 
Burial  Ground.”  His  son,  Dr.  Asher  Davidson,  was  made  a 
Master  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106. 

Samuel  Coleman,  who  was  named  Junior  Warden  in  the 
Warrant  of  Lodge  No.  106  was  its  second  Worshipful  Mas¬ 
ter,  serving  the  Lodge  in  that  capacity  in  1808.  He  was  a 
physician  and,  we  assume,  a  bachelor,  as  his  name  appears 
on  the  list  of  taxables  among  the  “unmarried.”  Brother 
Coleman  resigned  his  membership  March  1,  1809,  when  his 
name  disappears  from  the  minutes  of  the  Lodge  until  De¬ 
cember  5,  1818.  Then  with  several  others  he  petitioned  the 
Lodge  to  recommend  to  the  Grand  Lodge  that  it  grant  a  War¬ 
rant  authorizing  the  constitution  of  Center  Lodge.  His  Ma¬ 
sonic  history  appears  to  end  with  his  connection  with  this 
petition.  He  left  Williamsport  and  resided  in  the  Grampian 
Hills  near  Belief onte,  at  least  until  1822. 

John  Cummings  was  bom  in  County  Tyrone,  Antrim, 
Ireland.  When  he  came  to  this  country  and  what  was  his 
business  are  not  known.  He  appears  to  have  been  a  man 
of  more  than  ordinary  ability,  and  to  have  been  popular  in 
the  county.  He  was  elected  and  served  as  sheriff  in  1798, 
1804,  1810,  and  1816.  His  reputation  outside  the  county 
also  appears  to  have  been  good  for  on  July  2,  1821,  Gover¬ 
nor  Hiester  appointed  him  associate  judge  of  the  county.  He 
was  originally  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  22.  He  was  Wor¬ 
shipful  Master  of  Lodge  No.  106,  in  1810,  1812,  1813, 
1816,  and  1821.  His  son  John  was  made  a  Mason  in  Lodge 
No.  106. 

James  Cummings,  another  charter  member  of  Lodge  No. 
106,  served  as  Worshipful  Master  in  1814  and  1819.  He 
was  a  brother  of  John  Cummings  and  was  also  bom  in  Ire¬ 
land.  He  kept  a  tavern  known  as  “The  Sign  of  the  Buck.” 
It  was  situated  on  the  site  of  the  First  National  Bank  and  was 
the  second  brick  house  built  in  Williamsport.  For  years  this 
building  continued  to  be  the  leading  hotel  in  Williamsport. 

[20 


Free  and  Accepted  Masons 


Its  name  was  later  changed  to  “United  States  Hotel.”  The 
last  proprietor  was  Brother  Valentine  S.  Doebler,  another 
member  of  Lodge  No.  106,  older  members  of  which  can  re¬ 
member  the  hotel  and  its  last  genial  proprietor.  But  to  re¬ 
turn  to  Brother  Cummings,  it  may  be  said  he  was  a  very 
active  man.  He  established  the  first  mail  route  in  the  West 
Branch  Valley,  and  operated  the  first  stage  in  and  out  of 
Williamsport,  in  which  he  carried  the  mails.  He  was  public 
spirited  in  many  other  ways  as  was  his  son,  A.  Boyd  Cum¬ 
mings,  whom  the  people  of  Williamsport  hold  in  grateful  re¬ 
membrance  as  the  donor  of  Brandon  Park.  He  was  cheer¬ 
ful  in  disposition  and  very  hospitable  but  was  evidently  a 
hot  tempered  Irishman,  quick  to  take  offense  but  easily  in¬ 
fluenced  to  do  the  right  thing  when  convinced  he  was  in  the 
wrong.  During  his  second  term  as  Worshipful  Master  he 
invited  the  Lodge  members  to  dine  with  him,  on  St.  John’s 
Day,  and  on  the  first  St.  John’s  Day  after  his  death  the  Lodge 
held  its  banquet  at  the  house  of  his  widow.  Brother  Cum¬ 
mings  died  near  Baltimore,  January  23,  1820,  on  his  way 
home  from  Washington,  and  the  Lodge  as  a  mark  of  esteem 
voted  that  the  members  should  wear  for  60  days  crepe  on 
their  left  arms,  and  blue  and  black  ribbons  on  their  vests. 
Brother  Cummings  was  originally  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  22. 

Two  Warrant  members  of  Lodge  No.  106,  Brothers  Sam¬ 
uel  and  James  Gibson,  are  difficult  to  separate.  With  their 
other  brothers  they  came  from  County  Donegal,  Ireland, 
some  time  prior  to  1800  and  settled  on  a  farm  at  Nisbet. 
They  never  held  any  office  either  in  the  Lodge  or  in  local  or 
state  government  but  were  good  citizens  of  the  sturdy  Scotch- 
Irish  type.  Samuel  lived  and  died  a  bachelor.  James  mar¬ 
ried  and  raised  a  family.  He  died  at  Nisbet  in  1868.  One 
of  his  sons,  Ira  C.  Gibson,  was  made  a  Mason  in  Milton 
Lodge.  Later  he  came  to  Williamsport  where  he  engaged 
in  business  and  died  in  1902.  His  son,  James  A.  Gibson, 
was  made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106  and  was  its  Worship¬ 
ful  Master  in  1903. 
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The  first  Secretary  of  Lodge  No.  106,  Brother  John  Kidd, 
was  living  in  Northumberland  County  when  Lycoming 
County  was  erected.  He  was  then  a  member  of  Lodge  No. 
22.  He,  however,  lived  in  a  part  of  Northumberland  that 
was  included  in  Lycoming,  and  Governor  Mifflin  appointed 
him  Lycoming  County’s  first  prothonotary,  register  and  re¬ 
corder,  and  treasurer.  He  also  became  the  first  clerk  to  the 
county  commissioners.  He  filled  all  these  offices  for  about 
fourteen  years.  Brother  Kidd  was  a  lawyer  by  profession, 
having  been  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1791.  He  lived  a  bache¬ 
lor  and  died  in  1813.  He  was  a  man  of  fine  appearance, 
very  particular  in  his  dress.  Because  of  his  affable  manners 
and  jolly  good  nature  he  was  exceedingly  popular.  He  was 
a  beautiful  penman  and  records  kept  by  him  are  still  much 
admired.  Brother  Kidd  served  as  Secretary  only  one  year. 

Francis  Riddle  was  the  only  Warrant  member  of  Lodge 
No.  106  whose  name  was  on  the  list  of  members  in  1829, 
and  he  was  still  a  member  at  the  restoration  in  1846.  He 
also  came  from  Ireland  either  with  the  Gibson  brothers,  or 
at  about  the  same  time.  He  settled  in  Lycoming  Township 
but  subsequently  moved  across  the  river,  and  some  of  his 
descendants  are  still  living  in  Susquehanna  Township. 

While  Robert  McClure’s  name  appears  on  the  petition 
to  the  Grand  Lodge  for  the  Warrant  for  Lodge  No.  106,  he 
was  only  an  entered  apprentice  in  Lodge  No.  22.  There 
were  two  or  three  others  in  the  same  situation.  But  Brother 
McClure  appears  to  have  known  more  law  than  Masonry. 
He  was  born  in  Northumberland  County,  graduated  from 
Dickinson  College  with  honor  and  read  law  at  Carlisle.  He 
came  to  Williamsport  in  1795,  and,  when  Lycoming  County 
was  erected,  was  admitted  to  the  Bar.  In  1822  and  again 
in  1824  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  lower  branch  of  the 
state  legislature.  In  1827  he  was  elected  to  the  upper  branch. 
He  died  on  Dec.  13,  1829,  before  he  completed  his  term  in 
the  senate.  His  son,  Hepburn  McClure,  was  Worshipful  Mas¬ 
ter  of  Lodge  No.  106  in  1853  and  1854. 
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c "Meeting  ^Places  of  <£odge  SYo.  106 

T  T  is  not  positively  known  where  Lodge  No.  106  originally 

held  its  meetings.  In  an  historical  address  delivered  on 
the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  Lodge,  Brother  Walter 
C.  Gilmore  said: 

“The  records  do  not  disclose  the  first  meeting  place  nor, 
indeed,  can  it  be  found  in  the  records  where  the  Lodge  was 
located  until  the  Lodge  was  removed  to  the  Court  House. 
About  the  year  1892  John  King  Hays,  who  in  1893  became 
Master  of  the  Lodge  and  who  for  a  number  of  years  after¬ 
wards  was  District  Deputy  Grand  Master,  instituted  inquiries 
as  to  the  first  meeting  place  of  the  Lodge.  No  one  living  at 
that  time,  either  in  the  Lodge  or  out  of  it,  had  positive  in¬ 
formation  on  the  subject.  Inquiries  of  all  the  oldest  resi¬ 
dents  of  the  city  as  to  the  different  buildings  in  the  Borough 
of  Williamsport  at  that  time,  and  as  to  the  accommodations 
offered  by  these  buildings,  forced  Brother  Hays  to  the  con¬ 
clusion  that  the  meeting  place  was  the  second  story  of  the  old 
County  Jail.  In  addition  to  that  he  is  authority  for  the  tradi¬ 
tion  that  the  old  jail  was  used  for  a  place  for  meetings  of  a 
public  character,  and  that  the  Lodge  met  there.  As  several 
ancestors  of  John  King  Hays  filled  the  office  of  Sheriff  of 
Lycoming  County  at  different  times,  this  may  be  regarded 
as  a  family  tradition,  and  true  beyond  question. 

“This  contention  seems  to  be  supported  by  what  was 
originally  intended  to  be  a  part  of  the  Minutes  of  the  meet¬ 
ing  of  November  9,  1821,  which  is  as  follows:  ‘We  whose 
names  are  hereunto  annexed  bind  ourselves  one  to  the  other 
to  meet  every  two  weeks  in  the  jail  of  this  county  for  the 
purpose  of  having  Brother  Lillebridge  lecture  on  the  differ¬ 
ent  steps  of  Masonry.5  This  portion  of  the  Minutes,  or  this 
agreement,  call  it  whatever  you  please,  was  evidently  found 
not  to  be  a  proper  part  of  the  Minutes,  and  is  crossed  out 
by  a  pen,  but  is  still  plainly  legible  and  is  almost  proof  posi- 
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tive  that  the  members  would  not  attend  at  any  other  place 
than  the  Lodge  room  to  hear  Masonic  lectures  of  any  kind; 
and  we  may  safely  assume  that  the  first  meeting  place  of  the 
Lodge,  and  up  to  1822,  was  in  the  county  jail  of  Lycoming 
County  which  building  was  situated  where  the  present  jail 
now  stands.” 

It  will  be  noted  that  Brother  Gilmore  produced  no  posi¬ 
tive  proof  of  the  meeting  place  of  the  Lodge.  There  may 
be  further  assumption  in  the  following  facts:  In  1822 
Thomas  Hays,  who  was  a  half-brother  of  John  Hays,  P.  M., 
became  sheriff.  He  had  a  large  family  and,  according  to 
family  tradition,  wanted  to  use  the  front  part  of  the  jail  for 
a  residence.  He  was  the  first  sheriff  to  use  the  building  for 
that  purpose.  It  is  assumed  that  for  this  reason  the  Lodge 
was  forced  to  move.  At  any  rate  at  this  time  the  Lodge 
rented  the  front  room  of  the  second  story  of  the  old  Court 
House,  and  its  meetings  were  held  there  until  June,  1829, 
when  the  Lodge  room  was  broken  into  by  a  mob  and  meet¬ 
ings  were  discontinued. 

When  the  Lodge  was  reconstituted  on  January  30,  1846, 
it  met  in  the  Lodge  room  of  Lycoming  County  Lodge,  I.  0. 
0.  F.,  which  was  in  the  Court  House.  The  Minutes  do  not 
say  this  Lodge  room  was  in  the  Court  House  but  old  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  I.  0.  0.  F.  maintain  their  lodge  room  was  there 
from  the  time  of  organization  in  1845  to  some  time  in  the 
60’s.  Negotiations  between  the  Lodge  and  the  Odd  Fellows 
were  protracted,  but  appear  to  have  resulted  favorably  for 
the  Minutes  state  that  the  meeting  of  April  11,  1846,  was 
held  “at  their  room.”  On  March  10,  1840,  an  adjourned 
meeting  was  held  “in  Masonic  Hall.”  A  report  offered  at 
the  December  meeting  regarding  further  negotiations  with 
the  Odd  Fellows  was  laid  over  till  the  stated  meeting  of  Janu¬ 
ary  20,  1848,  when  it  was  amended  to  read:  “That  this 
Lodge  will  continue  to  occupy  this  hall  for  another  year,” 
and  was  then  adopted. 

The  Lodge  appears  to  have  changed  its  meeting  place  the 
following  year  for  a  stated  meeting  on  December  27,  1849, 
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was  held  “in  the  new  rooms,  in  the  third  story  of  Mr.  Gil¬ 
bert’s  new  building  under  and  in  pursuance  of  an  arrange¬ 
ment  with  the  Sons  of  Temperance.”  There  is  no  record  of 
a  committee  having  previously  been  appointed,  but  there  is 
record  of  a  committee  “appointed  to  confer  with  a  commit¬ 
tee  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance  upon  the  subject  of  leasing 
the  right  of  holding  the  meetings  of  the  Lodge  in  this  room.” 
This  committee  reported  that  “they  had  made  an  agreement 
leasing  the  right  aforesaid  for  five  years  to  commence  Janu¬ 
ary  1,  1850,  at  $32.00  per  annum.”  This  report  was  adopted. 
This  new  building  of  Mr.  Gilbert  was  afterward  known  as 
the  Elliott  building,  it  having  been  purchased  by  Ralph  Gil¬ 
bert.  The  site  is  now  occupied  by  the  Hart  building. 

Evidently  the  members  of  the  Lodge  were  not  wholly  sat¬ 
isfied  with  this  meeting  place  for  the  Minutes  of  the  meeting 
held  May  19,  1856,  record  the  fact  that  “the  committee 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  purchasing  a  lot 
for  a  Masonic  Hall  in  Williamsport  reported  and  was  con¬ 
tinued  until  the  next  regular  meeting.”  At  the  meeting  held 
June  18,  1856,  “It  was  resolved  that  the  committee  on  a  site 
for  Masonic  Hall  be  instructed  to  examine  and  report  on 
the  best  site  for  that  purpose  in  the  Borough  of  Williams¬ 
port.”  The  Minutes  show  no  report  but  at  the  meeting  held 
March  10,  1857,  “It  was  agreed  that  all  the  available  funds 
in  the  treasury  by  the  first  of  April  next  be  appropriated 
to  payment  on  a  lot  of  ground.”  On  July  7  a  committee 
was  appointed  “to  confer  with  a  committee  of  Odd  Fellows 
regarding  the  sale  of  one  of  the  lots  fronting  on  Market 
Street;”  and  on  August  5  “it  was  agreed  that  a  special  meet¬ 
ing  be  held  on  Wednesday,  August  12,  for  the  purpose  of 
holding  counsel  regarding  the  sale  of  one  of  the  lots  on  Mar¬ 
ket  Street,  and  such  other  business  as  may  be  brought  be¬ 
fore  it.” 

According  to  the  Minutes  of  August  12  the  meeting  was 
slimly  attended  and  there  is  no  notation  concerning  the  lots. 
But  at  a  meeting  held  September  4,  “the  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  at  the  last  stated  meeting  to  settle  the  account  of  the 
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Treasurer,  and  make  application  of  the  amount  of  Lodge 
funds  in  the  treasury  towards  the  payment  of  interest  due 
Brother  A.  Woodward  on  the  purchase  money  of  the  lots 
purchased  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  Town  Hall  reported 
a  balance  still  unpaid.”  It  was  then  resolved  that  “the  mem¬ 
bers  of  this  Lodge  individually  promise  and  agree  to  pay 
the  Treasurer  of  the  Lodge  the  sums  set  opposite  our  respec¬ 
tive  names  in  monthly  installments,  for  the  paying  of  the 
purchase  money  for  the  lots  purchased  for  the  erection  of  a 
Town  Hall.”  The  amount  so  raised  proved  inadequate  and 
the  scheme  constantly  annoyed  the  Lodge.  However,  on  April 
10,  1858,  an  order  for  $27.00  was  drawn,  the  amount  to 
be  applied  to  the  cost  of  a  charter  for  a  Town  Hall  Associa¬ 
tion.  But  the  whole  movement  proved  a  failure  and  one  lot 
after  another  was  sold.  A  motion  finally  prevailed  to  close 
the  account.  The  lots  involved  are  those  on  the  northeast 
corner  of  Market  and  West  Willow  Streets  now  owned  by 
Williamsport  Consistory. 

However,  the  failure  of  this  building  scheme  did  not  les¬ 
sen  dissatisfaction  with  the  meeting  place  of  the  Lodge.  At 
its  meeting  held  on  August  31,  1860,  a  committee  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  consult  Brother  Thomas  Thorp  about  his  hall  on 
Market  Street;  and  at  its  meeting  held  October  29,  1860, 
the  committee  was  authorized  to  rent  this  hall,  and  furnish 
it.  An  appropriation  of  $400.00  was  made  for  this  purpose. 
The  new  Lodge  room  was  in  the  building  on  the  Southeast 
corner  of  Market  and  East  Willow  Streets.  The  building 
was  later  purchased  by  Brother  J.  L.  Mussina  and  was  known 
as  the  Mussina  building. 

The  Minutes  do  not  say  when  the  Lodge  moved  to  this 
building  but  seems  to  have  been  in  possession  on  St.  John’s 
Day.  On  April  30,  1866,  the  Lodge  leased  its  room  to  Bald¬ 
win  II  Commandery  No.  22.  The  meetings  of  the  Chapter 
were  held  here,  too.  Increased  membership  emphasized  the 
smallness  and  inconvenience  of  the  rooms,  and  agitation  for 
larger  quarters  resulted.  At  a  meeting  held  January  21, 
1867,  the  Trustees  were  ordered  to  procure  a  more  conveni- 
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ent  hall  and  report  at  a  meeting  for  that  purpose  on  January 
31.  The  Trustees  reported  in  favor  of  removal  but  action 
was  postponed  till  February  5.  At  this  meeting  a  motion 
was  made  and  seconded  that  the  Trustees  be  directed  to  rent 
a  hall  in  the  DuBois  building.  Objection  was  raised  that 
action  at  this  meeting  would  he  illegal  because  the  Ahiman 
Rezon  required  a  ten  days  notice  to  the  members  before  ac¬ 
tion  of  this  kind  could  be  taken.  The  Worshipful  Master  re¬ 
fused  to  entertain  the  objection,  whereupon  Brother  J.  H. 
Fulmer  took  an  appeal  to  the  R.  W.  Grand  Lodge  and  called 
for  a  “yea”  and  “nay”  vote.  The  Worshipful  Master  put  the 
question  and  declared  the  motion  carried  by  21  yeas  and 
16  nays.  The  appeal  was  taken  against  action  by  the  Lodge 
first,  because  members  had  not  been  given  ten  days  notice; 
and  second,  because  there  was  not  a  two-thirds  vote  as  re¬ 
quired  by  the  Ahiman  Rezon.  On  March  20  a  communica¬ 
tion  was  received  from  the  R.  W.  Grand  Master  informing 
the  Lodge  that  the  appeal  was  sustained. 

This  ended  the  agitation  for  a  room  in  the  DuBois  build¬ 
ing,  but  it  did  not  end  the  dissatisfaction  with  the  quarters 
occupied.  At  a  meeting  held  November  12,  1869,  a  “com¬ 
mittee  was  appointed  to  obtain  the  necessary  information,  as 
far  as  possible,  of  the  probable  expense  of  a  site  for  a  hall 
to  be  built,  and  the  amount  of  stock  that  can  be  raised.” 
From  time  to  time  this  committee  reported  progress,  but  on 
March  9,  1868,  it  finally  reported  that  “in  their  opinion  it 
was  impossible  to  raise  sufficient  funds  to  build  a  hall.”  At 
this  meeting  another  committee  was  appointed  “to  confer 
with  Messrs.  Smith  and  Beck  and  see  what  arrangements 
could  be  made  for  a  more  convenient  lodge  room.”  At  the 
May  6  meeting  this  committee  not  having  reported  it  was 
discharged  and  the  Trustees  were  ordered  “to  examine  the 
rooms  in  question  and  report  at  a  special  meeting  Friday 
two  weeks.”  Two  of  the  Trustees  reported  on  May  22  that 
“they  have  carefully  examined  the  rooms  over  the  store  and 
premises  of  Ayres  and  Lundy  and  are  of  the  opinion  that 
no  change  should  be  made  in  the  present  location  of  the 
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Lodge.”  A  motion  that  the  report  be  received  and  adopted 
was  lost,  as  also  was  a  motion  that  the  report  be  laid  on  the 
table.  Then  a  motion  was  carried  that  “the  report  be  re¬ 
ferred  back  to  the  committee  and  that  they  make  a  more  defi¬ 
nite  report  at  the  next  stated  meeting.” 

The  committee  never  made  a  final  report,  for  events 
transpiring  made  one  unnecessary.  Ayres  and  Lundy  built 
on  lots  purchased,  a  three-story  building.  So  at  a  meeting 
held  June  5,  1868,  a  motion  was  made  and  carried,  by  a 
vote  of  28  to  8,  that  “this  Lodge  rent  the  room  of  Ayres  and 
Lundy’s  store  for  the  sum  of  $400.00  per  year  with  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  five  years,  on  condition  that  Ivy  Lodge  No.  397,  and 
the  Knights  Templar  rent  from  us.”  At  a  special  meeting 
on  June  16  a  committee  was  appointed  with  power  to  act, 
and  on  July  4  the  furniture  committee  was  authorized  to 
expend  $600.00  for  furniture  in  addition  to  amounts  on 
hand.  Ultimately  $1,500.00  was  expended  for  furniture 
and  heating.  At  a  meeting  held  October  1,  1868,  the  com¬ 
mittee  made  its  final  report  and  submitted  the  lease.  The 
committee  was  discharged  November  30.  The  Lodge  was 
now  comfortably  housed.  The  Lodge  room  and  ante-rooms 
were  on  the  third  floor  of  the  new  building,  above  the  post 
office,  and  the  banquet  room  and  kitchen  were  across  the  hall 
over  Ayres  and  Lundy’s  store. 

Here  the  Lodge  and  its  tenant  Masonic  Bodies  remained 
contented  for  eight  years.  At  a  meeting  held  April  3,  1876, 
however,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  examine  into  the  ex¬ 
pediency  of  renting  rooms  in  the  new  Jamison  building  on 
West  Fourth  Street.  The  committee  reported  in  favor  of 
moving  the  Lodge  rooms  but  in  the  meantime  Ayres  and 
Lundy  offered  to  make  various  changes  and  improvements, 
and  the  Lodge  decided  to  remain  where  it  was.  It  also  de¬ 
cided  to  refurnish  the  Lodge  room  which  it  did  in  a  very 
handsome  way,  and  it  is  still  using  some  of  that  furniture. 

Once  more,  however,  the  Lodge  was  tempted  to  move. 
On  February  2,  1885,  Brother  John  W.  Hays  proposed  to 
the  Lodge  that  he  would  arrange  the  third  story  of  his  new 
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building  at  the  Northeast  comer  of  West  Fourth  and  Pine 
Streets  to  suit  the  convenience  of  the  Lodge.  This  proposal 
was  referred  to  a  committee  which  on  March  2  reported  in 
favor  of  accepting  the  proposal.  At  a  special  meeting  called 
for  the  purpose  the  Lodge  voted  to  move  to  the  Hays  build¬ 
ing.  Upon  completion  of  the  building  in  1885  the  Lodge 
moved,  hoping  to  find  a  permanent  home.  But  membership 
increased,  the  Lodge  was  prosperous,  and  desired  to  own  its 
own  home.  Other  Masonic  Bodies  were  prosperous,  too,  and 
the  result  of  their  combined  aspirations  was  The  Masonic 
Temple  Association. 

This  association  was  a  stock  company  formed  for  the 
purpose  of  housing  all  the  Masonic  Bodies  of  the  York  Rite, 
including  the  Commandery.  The  stock  was  subscribed  by 
the  Masonic  Bodies  and  by  individuals  with  agreement  that 
the  Masonic  Bodies  should  have  the  right  to  acquire  the  stock 
held  by  individuals.  The  Masonic  Bodies  now  hold  all  the 
stock,  Lodge  No.  106  having  a  small  majority  holding.  The 
association  was  fully  organized  in  1895  and  soon  after  pur-  . 
chased  the  ruins  of  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church,  on  the 
Southeast  comer  of  West  Fourth  and  Market  Streets.  As 
soon  as  possible  erection  of  our  beautiful  Masonic  Temple 
was  begun  and  in  1898  it  was  completed.  Lodge  No.  106 
held  its  first  meeting  in  this  New  Masonic  Temple  Septem¬ 
ber  5,  1898. 
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Peculiarities  of  <5Lncient  ^Masonry 

13EF0RE  the  Revolution  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania 
^  owed  allegiance  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  and 
was  known  as  a  Provincial  Grand  Lodge.  On  September  26, 
1786,  at  a  convention  held  at  Philadelphia,  the  Provincial 
Grand  Lodge  was  abolished  and  the  present  Grand  Lodge 
was  organized  under  the  name  of  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  according  to  the  old  Constitutions,  re¬ 
vived  by  his  Royal  Highness  Prince  Edwin,  at  York,  in  the 
Kingdom  of  England,  in  the  year  of  the  Christian  Era  Nine 
Hundred  and  Twenty-six,  and  in  the  year  of  Masonry  Four 
Thousand,  Nine  Hundred  and  Twenty-six. 

But  the  old  Brethren  always  called  themselves  Ancient 
York  Masons,  the  old  English  name,  and  were  very  slow  in 
adopting  the  new  F.  and  A.  M.  so  the  minutes  always  say, 
“A  Lodge  of  A.  Y.  M.  was  opened.”  This  practice  continued, 
for  some  unexplainable  reason,  for  many  years.  It  was  not 
until  the  stated  meeting  January  4,  1875,  F.  and  A.  M.  is 
used.  No  doubt  the  Grand  Secretary  noticed  it  at  last. 

There  were  some  peculiarities  about  procedure  and  work. 
The  Lodge  “opened”  in  the  Entered  Apprentice  Mason’s 
Degree,  transacted  business  and  held  elections  in  that  De¬ 
gree.  This  procedure  was  gradually  changed  in  this  Juris¬ 
diction,  although  it  still  obtains  in  foreign  countries. 

Applications  for  initiation  and  membership  were  re¬ 
ceived  without  vouchers,  and  reports  of  committees  of  in¬ 
quiry  were  quite  informal.  Often  the  brother  presenting 
the  petition  was  placed  on  the  committee.  However,  the 
initiated  were  carefully  instructed.  Finance  was  very  trouble¬ 
some. 

In  the  early  days  of  the  Lodge  money  was  scarce  and  the 
membership  was  small.  The  initiation  fee  was  only  ten  dol¬ 
lars  and  the  dues  twelve  and  a  half  cents  for  each  meeting 
whether  attended  or  not.  The  membership  fee  was  two  dol- 
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lars,  and  Grand  Lodge  dues  84  cents  a  member.  Many 
members  were  always  in  arrears,  and  subordinate  Lodges 
in  the  same  predicament.  Lodges  accepted  notes  but  Grand 
Lodge  dues  had  to  be  paid  in  cash.  In  1846  after  the  Lodge 
resumed  labors  there  were  a  great  many  of  these  notes  in 
the  Treasury,  some  of  them  accepted  for  initiation  fees  prior 
to  1829.  All  these  notes  were  referred  to  a  committee  which 
recommended  that  they  be  destroyed  and  the  accounts  closed. 
This  was  ordered  done. 

The  esoteric  work  in  the  early  days  was  crude,  with  but 
little  form  or  polish.  With  the  exception  of  Brother  David¬ 
son  the  officers  were  men  of  limited  education  and  little  cul¬ 
ture.  Visits  of  Masons  who  had  any  knowledge  of  the  work 
were  few  and  far  between.  It  was  Brother  Davidson,  per¬ 
haps,  who  taught  the  Brethren  in  the  beginning  but  he  lived 
up  the  river  at  the  mouth  of  Pine  Creek  and  could  not  attend 
meetings  often.  When  he  attended  the  sessions  of  the  county 
courts  he  may  have  instructed  the  officers  and  members  of 
the  Lodge,  among  them  Judge  Hepburn  and  Brother  John 
Cummings,  which  may  explain  why  they  occupied  the  station 
of  Worshipful  Master  so  often.  It  was  not  until  June  23, 
1823,  that  the  Grand  Secretary  notified  the  Lodge  that  the 
Grand  Lodge  had  authorized  the  Grand  Master  to  appoint 
Grand  Lecturers,  and  on  November  7,  1823,  Brother  James 
W.  Murray,  the  Grand  Lecturer,  visited  the  Lodge  and  re¬ 
mained  several  days.  The  office  of  Grand  Lecturer  was  con¬ 
tinued  for  four  years. 

At  an  extra  meeting  of  the  Lodge,  held  May  3,  1826,  the 
Minutes  record  that  a  certain  member  was  “passed  to  the 
chair”  by  dispensation  of  Henry  Lenhart,  R.  W.  D.  D.  G.  M. 
It  is  significant  that  he  was  the  Worshipful  Master  of  the 
Lodge  that  year. 

On  September  12, 1827,  the  Lodge  was  visited  by  Brother 
Levi  Nathans,  Grand  Lecturer,  whose  report  was  made  a  part 
of  the  Lodge  Minutes.  As  this  was  the  last  visit  of  a  Grand 
Lecturer,  the  duties  of  the  office  may  have  devolved  on  the 
District  Deputy  Grand  Master,  Brother  Lenhart.  Since  he 
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served  in  that  office,  four  other  members  of  the  Lodge  have 
served — Brothers  George  S.  Snyder,  John  K.  Hays,  S.  Car¬ 
bon  Wolfe,  and  Arthur  Llewellyn  Pepperman. 

In  January,  1823,  a  communication  was  received  from 
Grand  Lodge  asking  Lodge  No.  106  to  send  a  committee 
to  meet  a  Grand  Lodge  Committee  on  February  25.  The 
Minutes  of  the  Lodge  do  not  state  the  object  of  the  confer¬ 
ence  but  it  pertained  to  the  establishment  of  a  Grand  Chapter 
of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  because  a  communication  of  January 
27,  1827,  refers  to  this  body.  It  took  four  years  to  accom¬ 
plish  the  task.  In  response  to  the  request,  however,  Lodge 
No.  106  sent  to  the  Conference  Brother  John  Turk  and  or¬ 
dered  his  expenses  paid  by  the  Treasurer.  After  Brother 
Turk  returned  from  the  conference,  on  April  23,  1823,  he 
prayed  the  Lodge  for  permission  to  open  a  Master  Mason 
Lodge  and  a  R.  A.  Chapter  under  the  Warrant  of  the  Lodge. 
His  request  was  granted.  The  Chapter  instituted  was  first 
called  Lycoming  Chapter,  and  afterwards  Laverty  Chapter. 
This  chapter  ceased  to  exist  some  years  before  the  present 
Lycoming  Chapter  was  constituted  under  an  independent 
Grand  Chapter. 

In  the  old  days  the  Lodge  observed  two  annual  festi¬ 
vals — St.  John  the  Evangelist  Day,  December  27,  when  offi¬ 
cers  were  installed,  and  St.  John  the  Baptist’s  Day,  June  24. 
When  the  membership  of  the  Lodge  was  large  enough  to 
make  an  impressive  appearance  they  several  times  on  St. 
John  the  Baptist  Day  paraded  in  procession.  They  were  not 
so  conservative  as  we  today  are.  They  kept  in  touch  with 
the  outside  world.  Notices  of  meetings  were  published  in 
the  weekly  newspapers,  and  on  one  occasion  the  Lodge  or¬ 
dered  publication  of  the  newly  elected  officers.  Again  when 
members  were  expelled  for  non-payment  of  dues  the  Lodge 
ordered  the  list  published  three  insertions. 

Our  old  Brethren  were  just  as  jealous  of  the  honor  of  the 
fraternity  as  we  are  today.  While  none  of  them  were  tee- 
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totalers,  they  considered  sobriety  and  temperance  cardinal 
virtues  taught  by  Masonry.  So  in  the  By-Laws  adopted  at 
the  first  stated  meeting,  July  30,  1806,  Article  VIII  provided 
that  “no  member  shall  at  any  time  or  on  any  occasion  what¬ 
ever  enter  the  Lodge  room  in  a  state  of  intoxication;  and  in 
the  amended  By-Laws,  adopted  in  1823,  the  above  provision 
is  retained.  And  Article  XXX  provides,  “No  spirituous 
liquors  shall  be  admitted  within  the  walls  of  the  Lodge  rooms 
upon  any  account  whatever.”  The  Lodge  seems  to  have  in¬ 
troduced  temperance  reform  at  an  early  date. 

Article  I  of  the  By-Laws,  adopted  July  30,  1806,  pro¬ 
vides:  “This  Lodge  shall  have  one  stated  meeting  every 
lunar  month.  The  time  of  convening  shall  be  from  the  Ver¬ 
nal  equinox  to  the  Autumnal  equinox  at  7  o’clock;  and  from 
the  Autumnal  equinox  at  6  o’clock,  on  the  evening  of  every 
full  moon,  unless  that  should  fall  on  Sunday,  in  which  case 
the  Lodge  shall  convene  on  the  evening  of  the  Monday  fol¬ 
lowing,  and  the  Lodge  shall  always  be  closed  by  or  before 
10  o’clock.” 
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&yents  Sn  ^History  of  SBodge  t 'No.  106 

HP  HERE  must  have  been  a  deep  feeling  of  satisfaction  in 

the  minds  and  hearts  of  the  Brethren  when  Lodge  No. 
106  was  duly  constituted,  the  officers  duly  installed  and  the 
By-Laws  adopted.  They  were  ready  to  begin  their  Masonic 
labors. 

At  the  first  meeting  held  on  the  full  of  the  moon,  July, 
1806,  two  petitions  for  initiation  and  membership  were  pre¬ 
sented  by  John  Carothers  and  John  Maffett.  A  committee 
of  inquiry  was  appointed  for  both  petitioners.  At  the  Sep¬ 
tember  meeting  the  committee  reported  favorably  to  John 
Carothers,  and  he  was  balloted  for  and  approved,  but  John 
Maffett  was  permitted  to  withdraw  his  petition  without  a  re¬ 
port  from  the  committee.  In  early  days  such  irregularities 
frequently  occurred.  Thus  John  Carothers  was  the  first  man 
to  be  made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  but  not  the  first  to 
receive  the  Fellow  Craft  and  Master  Mason  Degrees. 

According  to  the  Minutes,  Robert  McClure  was  present 
at  both  the  August  and  September  meetings.  He  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Lodge  No.  22  in  which  he  had  received  only  the  En¬ 
tered  Apprentice  Degree.  At  the  September  meeting  of  Lodge 
No.  106  he  asked  that  he  be  passed  and  raised,  and  on  motion 
his  request  was  granted  without  a  committee  of  inquiry. 
Compliance  with  his  request  was  possible  because  business 
was  transacted  in  the  Entered  Apprentice  Mason’s  Lodge,  but 
was  irregular.  However,  at  a  special  meeting,  held  October 
15,  Robert  McClure  was  both  passed  and  raised.  Joseph 
Williams,  another  member  of  Lodge  No.  22,  was  also  passed 
and  raised,  in  the  same  manner. 

At  the  September  meeting  James  Stewart  and  William 
Watson  presented  their  petitions;  at  the  October  meeting  Wil¬ 
liam  Stewart;  November  meeting  Joseph  Boon;  December, 
William  Watson  and  John  Hays.  Then  also  at  the  Novem¬ 
ber  meeting  Brother  David  Seyers,  a  visitor,  asked  that  he 
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might  become  a  member  of  the  Lodge,  and,  on  motion,  his 
request  was  granted.  All  petitioners  received  favorable  re¬ 
ports,  were  balloted  for  and  approved.  At  the  end  of  the 
first  Masonic  year  Lodge  No.  106  had  added  seven  names 
to  its  membership  rolls.  Of  these  new  members  William 
Watson  was  the  grandfather  of  John  H.  Watson,  and  John 
Hays  the  great-grandfather  of  the  writer. 

An  interesting  event  occurred  at  the  December  meeting 
when  this  motion  was  passed — “That  in  consideration  of  the 
compliment  paid  to  the  Lodge  by  Joseph  Boon  in  presenting 
it  with  a  set  of  Jewels,  he  be  complimented  with  an  admission 
gratis.” 

There  were  six  additions  to  the  membership  of  the  Lodge 
in  1807,  five  by  initiation  and  one  by  admission.  At  the 
February  meeting  the  Treasurer  was  ordered  to  pay  Five 
Dollars  to  each  member  who  had  advanced  money  to  pay 
for  the  Warrant.  At  the  August  meeting  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  procure  a  seal.  In  December  the  Lodge  directed 
that  “Notice  be  given  in  Brother  Brindle’s  Lycoming  Gazette 
that  the  members  will  convene  at  their  Lodge  at  10  o’clock 
A.  M.,  to  celebrate  the  festival  of  St.  John.”  There  was, 
however,  trouble  over  the  election  largely  caused  by  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  nominating  candidates  for  the  offices.  Brother  James 
Cummings  had  served  as  Junior  Warden  for  the  year  just 
ended,  and  was  nominated  for  Worshipful  Master,  and  de¬ 
feated.  He  was  not  nominated  for  Senior  Warden  but  for 
Junior  Warden,  and  was  re-elected.  He  felt  that  he  should 
have  been  advanced.  The  officers  elected  were  not  installed 
till  March  17,  owing  to  the  absence  of  Brother  Hepburn. 

Apparently  this  trouble  extended  into  1808  for  at  the 
January  meeting  Brother  Cummings  made  a  motion  that  an 
election  be  held  for  Junior  Warden  as  he  would  not  serve 
any  longer.  The  Lodge  decided  not  to  ask  a  dispensation 
from  the  Grand  Lodge  but  to  fill  the  station  by  appointment 
at  each  meeting.  Brother  Cummings  then  “withdrew”  from 
the  Lodge;  but  his  interest  in  the  Lodge  continued  and  as  a 
visitor  he  was  a  frequent  attendant  at  Lodge  meetings.  At 
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the  May  meeting  a  communication  was  received  from  Lodge 
No.  22  demanding  the  initation  fees  paid  by  Brothers  Robert 
McClure  and  Joseph  Williams.  This  communication  was 
the  culmination  of  a  controversy  lasting  a  year,  consequent¬ 
ly  the  Lodge  directed  these  Brethren  to  ask  Lodge  No.  22 
for  their  “dismissal,”  and  the  Secretary  to  notify  Lodge  No. 
22  of  this  action.  This  ended  the  controversy.  At  the  June 
meeting  the  first  black  ball  was  cast.  During  the  year  the 
Lodge  initiated  one  candidate  and  rejected  three  petitioners. 

The  year  1809  opened  with  trouble  of  another  kind.  At 
the  January  meeting  a  complaint  was  made  concerning  the 
alleged  immoral  conduct  of  one  of  the  members,  and  a  mo¬ 
tion  was  made  that  he  be  expelled.  After  being  postponed 
from  meeting  to  meeting  the  complaint  was  finally  dismissed, 
whereupon  the  accused  member  withdrew  from  the  Lodge. 
Nothing  of  note  seems  to  have  happened  till  the  November 
meeting  when  the  Lodge  reimbursed  several  members  who 
had  aided  a  traveling  Brother  in  distress.  This  is  the  first 
instance  of  relief  mentioned  in  the  Minutes.  Since  then 
there  are  many  others.  During  the  year  there  were  seven 
applications — six  for  initiation  and  membership,  of  whom 
one  was  rejected;  and  one  for  membership.  There  were  two 
withdrawals.  In  those  days  withdrawals  were  frequently  for 
trivial  causes.  Membership  was  not  valued  as  it  now  is. 
Some  members  who  withdrew  would  later  assume  active 
membership  without  action  by  the  Lodge. 

At  the  January  meeting  in  1810  a  Brother  was  excused 
from  paying  his  dues  while  residing  in  another  county.  On 
May  2  there  was  diversion  in  Masonic  work.  An  “extra” 
meeting  was  held  attended  by  several  visitors.  No  work  was 
done.  But  among  old  papers  is  a  rough  draft  of  the  Minutes 
of  the  meeting  which  begins — 

“At  an  extra  convention  of  Lodge  No.  106,  at  the  Lodge 
room  at  Williamsport,  on  the  evening  of  May  2,  1810, 
the  Charter  of  the  Lodge  was  deposited  in  the  hands  of  the 
following  Brethren  who  are  Mark  Masons,  viz: — Jos.  Kings¬ 
bury,  Dan.  Elwell,  Thos.  Overton,  Julius  Tozier,  Ambrose 
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Millard,  Francis  Riddle,  John  McEwen,  Sam’l  Satterlee, 
William  Millard  and  Wanton  Price.” 

These  Brethren  opened  a  Mark  Masons’  Lodge  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  confer  the  Degrees  on  Jonathan  Walker,  John  Cum¬ 
mings,  James  Stewart,  and  James  Cummings.  On  May  4 
they  held  another  meeting  and  conferred  the  Degrees  on 
William  Brindle  and  B.  McClintock.  It  seems  singular  that 
when  an  extra  meeting  was  held  evidently  for  holding  a  Mark 
Mason  Lodge  no  mention  of  the  fact  is  made  in  the  Minutes 
which  also  fail  to  note  the  Lodge  and  address  of  the  visitors. 
However,  it  is  not  difficult  to  locate  the  visitors  as  the  gentle¬ 
men  were  well  known  at  Towanda.  It  is  notable  that  on  May 
2  and  4  Williamsport  was  visited  for  the  first  time  by  a  com¬ 
pany  of  workers  for  conferring  the  Mark  Master  Degree. 

At  a  stated  meeting,  held  May  18,  the  Worshipful  Mas¬ 
ter  laid  before  the  Lodge  a  petition  to  the  Grand  Lodge  pray¬ 
ing  that  a  Warrant  be  granted  to  the  signers,  and  requesting 
that  the  Lodge  would  recommend  them  to  the  Grand  Lodge. 
The  Minutes  neither  give  the  names  of  the  petitioners  nor 
state  the  location  of  the  proposed  Lodge,  but  among  old 
papers  is  a  scrap  reading — 

“At  a  regular  communication  of  Lodge  No.  *  *  *  held 

at  the  Court  House  in  Williamsport - day  of - 5810, 

a  petition  was  presented  to  Lodge  by  a  number  of  Brethren 
residing  in  the  County  of  Tioga  praying  the  Lodge  to  recom¬ 
mend  them  to  the  Grand  Lodge  as  suitable  characters  to 
be  formed  and  organized  into  a  Lodge.  Whereupon  the 
petition  was  taken  into  consideration,  and  on  motion  made 
and  seconded  it  was  resolved:  That  this  Lodge  do  approve 
of  the  said  petitioners  as  worthy  Masons  and  are  of  the  opin¬ 
ion  that  it  would  be  of  utility  to  the  Craft  and  Masonry  in 
general  that  a  Lodge  be  instituted  in  Tioga  township  afore¬ 
said,  and  we  do  recommend  the  said  petitioners  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  viz. — Ambrose  Millard,  as  Worshipful  Master,  Wil¬ 
liam  Millard,  as  Senior  Warden;  Dennis  Hawes,  as  Junior 
Warden;  and  others  as  worthy  of  receiving  the  Warrant  to 
work  as  regular  Masons.” 
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This  was  evidently  a  rough  draft  made  for  the  guidance 
of  the  Secretary  in  preparing  a  communication  to  the  Grand 
Lodge,  and  seems  to  prove  that  the  first  Lodge  recommended 
by  Lodge  No.  106  was  for  Tioga  County.  From  the  Pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  it  would  appear  that  the  Lodge 
was  No.  120  located  at  Tioga. 

The  year  1810  was  the  most  successful  the  Lodge  had 
had.  There  were  15  applications — 14  for  initiation  and 
membership  and  one  for  membership,  three  rejections  and 
one  withdrawal.  The  attendance  at  the  meetings  was  the 
best  it  ever  had  been. 

At  the  June  meeting  in  1811  the  following  resolution 
was  adopted: 

Whereas  Brother  James  Cummings  withdrew  some 
time  since  from  the  Lodge  for  which  he  was  to  pay, 
agreeably  to  the  By-Laws,  five  dollars;  and 

Whereas  the  By-Laws  also  require  five  dollars  to 
be  paid  on  his  admission;  and 

Whereas  Brother  Cummings  continued  to  attend  and 
has  rendered  many  services  to  the  Lodge;  therefore  re¬ 
solved  that 

The  Lodge  make  a  donation  of  the  same  to  Brother 
Cummings,  provided  he  should  again  become  a  member. 

Evidently  Brother  Cummings  accepted  the  overtures  of 
the  Lodge  but  it  was  not  until  the  September  meeting  that 
his  petition  for  membership  was  presented  and  approved. 
This  seems  to  have  ended  trouble  for  the  Lodge,  which  had 
continued  from  1807.  During  1811  there  were  eight  ap¬ 
plications — seven  for  initiation  and  membership,  two  rejec¬ 
tions  and  one  withdrawal. 

The  next  four  years  were  uneventful.  The  attendance 
was  not  very  good.  In  1812  there  were  10  applications  for 
initiation,  five  of  which  were  rejected  and  two  withdrawn. 
In  1813,  there  were  seven  applications  all  of  which  were 
approved.  In  1814  there  were  nine  applications — eight  for 
initiation,  one  for  membership,  four  rejections  and  one  with- 
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drawal.  In  1815  there  were  six  applications  for  initiation  of 
which  one  was  rejected  and  two  withdrawn. 

The  succeeding  four  years  were  the  worst  the  Lodge  had 
so  far  experienced.  The  attendance  was  very  poor.  Some¬ 
times  all  the  officers  would  be  absent  and  the  stations  and 
places  would  be  filled  pro  tern,  and  routine  business  would 
thus  be  transacted.  The  Lodge  seemed  to  be  slowly  dying, 
and  indeed  at  the  May  meeting,  in  1818,  the  end  seemed  to 
have  come.  There  were  only  three  present  and  they  all 
asked  for  withdrawal  but  at  the  June  meeting  decided  to 
carry  on.  It  is  a  question  whether  the  hard  times  and  the 
anti-English  feeling  engendered  by  the  war  did  not  affect 
the  prosperity  of  the  Lodge.  Masonry  was  looked  upon  by 
many  people  as  an  English  institution.  However,  in  1816 
there  were  nine  applications  for  initiation  of  which  two  were 
withdrawn,  but  in  1817  there  were  none.  In  1818  there  were 
two  applications,  one  of  which  was  withdrawn;  and  in  1819 
two,  of  which  one  was  rejected  and  one  withdrawn. 

At  an  extra  meeting  on  December  5,  1818,  a  petition  was 
received  from  Brother  Samuel  Coleman  and  others  praying 
the  Lodge  to  recommend  them  to  the  Grand  Lodge  for  a 
Warrant  for  a  Lodge  to  be  called  Center  Lodge  and  located 
at  Belief onte,  and  the  prayer  was  granted.  Brother  Coleman 
was  a  warrant  member  of  Lodge  No.  106  and  its  second 
Worshipful  Master.  In  the  latter  part  of  1819  interest  in 
the  Lodge  revived  and  the  attendance  at  the  December  meet¬ 
ing  was  the  best  for  years. 

With  the  opening  of  1820  came  bereavement.  At  the 
January  meeting  members  were  ordered  to  wear  crepe  on 
their  left  arms,  and  blue  ribbon  surmounted  by  black  on 
their  vests,  for  30  days,  in  memory  of  their  late  Past  Wor¬ 
shipful  Master,  Brother  James  Cummings.  At  the  December 

meeting  Brother  J -  M - ,  a  visitor,  made  complaint 

against  Brother  T - W - ,  an  Entered  Apprentice  Ma¬ 

son,  member  of  the  Lodge,  for  un-Masonic  conduct.  After 
a  hearing  in  open  Lodge  the  accused  was  found  guilty,  and 
was  dismissed.  No  other  event  of  moment  occurred,  and  the 
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year  was  successful  both  in  attendance  at  meetings,  and  in 
work  done.  Of  twenty  applicants  only  four  were  rejected 
though  one  withdrew  his  petition. 

At  the  February  meeting,  in  1821,  Brother  J - R - 

was  on  motion  suspended  for  one  year.  No  reason  is  given 
in  the  Minutes,  no  complaint,  no  hearing. 

At  the  May  meeting  Brother  T - W - ,  who  was 

dismissed  the  previous  December,  was  on  motion  reinstated 
and  received  the  Fellow  Craft  Degree.  On  June  25,  the 
Lodge  met  to  celebrate  the  festival  of  St.  John  the  Baptist, 
and  proceeded  to  the  Court  room  to  hear  a  sermon  by  Brother 
Henry  Lenhart,  notice  of  which  had  been  published  in  the 
Lycoming  Gazette.  October  10  an  extra  meeting  was  con¬ 
vened  in  consequence  of  the  sudden  death  of  Past  Master, 
Brother  John  Hays,  and  on  motion  it  was  decided  that  the 
Brethren  wear  crepe  on  their  left  arms  for  30  days,  in 
memory  of  their  Brother.  At  the  November  meeting  Brother 
James  Lillibridge,  a  visitor,  at  the  request  of  the  Lodge,  gave 
a  lecture  which  was  thankfully  received.  The  attendance 
during  the  year  was  good  and  there  were  seven  applications 
for  initiation,  three  of  which  were  rejected. 

It  was  on  motion  ordered  at  the  February  meeting  in 
1822  that  the  Committee  appointed  to  instruct  shall  report 
when  the  candidate  is  sufficiently  informed  to  receive  another 
Degree.  At  the  June  meeting  it  was  agreed  to  meet  on  St. 
John  the  Baptist’s  Day,  at  10  o’clock,  A.  M.,  and  dine  in  the 
adjoining  room,  and  it  was  understood  that  no  spirituous 
liquors  should  be  introduced  on  that  occasion.  The  Lodge 
agreed  to  walk  in  procession  after  the  Lodge  was  closed.  This 
year  the  stated  meeting  held  November  28  was  the  regular 
meeting  for  the  annual  election.  Brother  Philip  Krebs  was 
elected  Secretary  and  served  two  years.  Afterwards  he  with¬ 
drew  from  Lodge  No.  106  and  was  admitted  to  Lafayette 
Lodge,  No.  199.  He  became  an  honored  Worshipful  Master 
of  that  Lodge,  being  elected  to  that  office  five  different  times. 
The  year  was  again  successful.  There  were  16  petitions  of 
which  one  was  withdrawn  and  one  was  unfavorably  reported. 
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It  was  in  1823  that  the  Grand  Lodge  encouraged  the  or¬ 
ganization  of  Royal  Arch  Chapters,  as  herein  before  related, 
and  Brother  Murray,  Grand  Lecturer,  spoke  to  the  Lodge. 
Some  time  prior  to  April  a  committee  was  appointed  to  re¬ 
vise  the  By-Laws.  The  committee’s  report  was  sent  to  the 
Grand  Lodge.  That  Body  having  approved  them,  the  By- 
Laws  were  adopted.  Among  its  relics  the  Lodge  has  the 
original  By-Laws  of  1806,  and  the  revised  By-Laws  of  1823. 
At  the  December  meeting,  for  the  first  time,  the  age,  occu¬ 
pation,  and  residence  of  petitioners  for  initiation  and  mem¬ 
bership  were  given.  Attendance  during  the  year  was  only 
fair.  The  Lodge  received  five  petitions,  rejecting  two  and 
permitting  one  to  be  withdrawn. 

Among  those  present  at  an  extra  meeting,  May  10,  1824, 
was  R.  W.  John  Uhle,  Grand  Lecturer,  but  the  minutes  do 
not  mention  any  lectures  delivered,  or  work  done.  At  the 
stated  meeting  in  July  the  Minutes  note,  for  the  first  time, 
that  petitioners  for  initiation  and  membership  are  vouched 
for  by  two  members  neither  of  whom  are  on  the  committee 
of  inquiry.  Heretofore  petitions  had  been  presented  by  a 
member  who  was  usuallv  on  the  committee.  Another  inno- 
vation  was  introduced — the  routine  business  of  the  Lodge  was 
transacted  only  at  the  stated  meetings.  At  the  stated  meeting 
in  August  a  charity  committee  of  five  was  appointed  with 
power  to  contribute  to  charitable  purposes  any  sum  not  ex¬ 
ceeding  five  dollars.  Before  this  it  had  been  the  custom  for 
members  to  help  poor  Masons  and  then  ask  the  Lodge  to  re¬ 
imburse  them.  The  Minutes  do  not  record  the  fact  but  at 
this  meeting  or  that  of  September  8  action  was  had  on  the 
petition  of  Brethren  at  Jersey  Shore  to  the  Grand  Lodge  for 
a  Warrant  for  a  Lodge  at  that  place.  In  his  history  of  Lafay¬ 
ette  Lodge  Brother  Robert  Myers  presents  a  copy  of  a  letter, 
dated  September  13,  1824,  signed  by  the  officers  of  Lodge 
No.  106,  recommending  the  petitioners  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
which  granted  the  Warrant  and  the  Lodge  was  constituted  as 
Lafayette  Lodge  No.  199.  Afterwards  this  Lodge  was  moved 
to  Lock  Haven. 

41  ] 


Lodge  No.  106 


At  the  stated  meeting  in  October  a  motion  was  made  that 
Brother  Apollos  Woodward  be  permitted  to  visit  the  Lodge, 
and  that  a  “yea”  and  “nay”  vote  be  taken  and  recorded.  Be¬ 
fore  putting  the  question  the  Worshipful  Master  stated  that 
he  could  not  admit  the  Brother  because  of  the  irregularity 
of  his  initiation  by  Lodge  No.  22,  and  permitted  a  vote  to 
be  taken  only  in  courtesy  to  the  maker  of  the  motion.  The 
vote  resulted  in  17  yeas  and  7  nays  but  the  Brother  was  not 
admitted  by  order  of  the  Worshipful  Master.  On  motion 
the  vote  was  certified  to  the  Grand  Lodge  on  an  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  the  Worshipful  Master.  The  Grand  Lodge 
replied  the  following  July  that  the  whole  matter  was  irregu¬ 
lar  both  as  to  Brother  Woodward’s  initiation  in  Lodge  No. 
22,  and  his  being  denied  the  right  to  visit  by  Lodge  No.  106, 
and  that  it  was  expedient  that  Brother  Woodward  be  accepted 
as  a  Mason  in  good  and  regular  standing.  Thus  was  ended 
a  long  struggle  by  Brother  Woodward  to  become  a  Mason. 
He  first  made  application  to  Lodge  No.  106  in  April,  1808. 
He  was  the  first  petitioner  rejected  by  the  Lodge.  His  second 
petition  was  withdrawn.  He  then  made  application  to  Lodge 
No.  22  and  received  the  Degrees.  After  the  restoration  he 
was  admitted  to  membership  in  Lodge  No.  106  which  he 
served  as  Treasurer  for  many  years. 

At  the  stated  meeting  in  November  Brother  Krebbs 
moved  that  the  Lodge  loan  to  the  Brethren  at  Jersey  Shore  a 
sum  not  exceeding  $120.00,  giving  as  a  reason  for  his  mo¬ 
tion  that  the  committee  on  finance  was  restricted  to  loaning 
to  members  of  the  Lodge  only.  The  Worshipful  Master  de¬ 
clined  to  entertain  the  motion. 

The  year  1824  was  an  active  one.  The  record  shows  15 
petitions,  three  rejected  and  one  withdrawn. 

According  to  the  Minutes,  Lodge  No.  106  at  its  stated 
meeting  in  April,  1825,  made  Brother  William  Brindle  an 
“honorary”  member.  At  a  meeting  held  June  30  an  extra 
meeting  was  called  at  sunrise  on  Friday  morning,  July  1. 
The  year  was  only  fairly  active.  There  were  10  applica¬ 
tions  of  which  one  was  rejected  and  one  withdrawn. 
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Brother  David  Nathan,  Grand  Lecturer,  installed  the 
officers- elect  on  January  18,  1826.  He  made  a  report  in 
writing  which  was  spread  on  the  Minutes.  It  called  atten¬ 
tion  to  many  mistakes  in  the  forms  and  ceremonies.  At  an 
adjourned  meeting  on  January  17  Brother  Robert  Fleming 
was  “passed  to  the  chair”  on  dispensation  by  the  Grand  Lec¬ 
turer.  This  is  the  first  record  of  that  ceremony  in  Lodge 
No.  106.  At  a  special  meeting,  March  7,  Brother  Henry  Len- 
hart  is  first  mentioned  as  District  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

At  the  stated  meeting  in  March  a  motion  was  carried  for 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  confer  with  a  committee 
from  Lycoming  Chapter  to  consider  the  propriety  of  build¬ 
ing  a  Temple  for  their  joint  use.  This  was  the  first  move¬ 
ment  to  acquire  a  building  for  Masonic  uses.  Of  nine  ap¬ 
plications  for  initiation  and  membership  three  were  rejected. 
There  was  one  application  for  membership. 

A  communication  from  the  Grand  Lodge  was  read  at  the 
January  meeting,  1827,  relative  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter.  This  has  been  mentioned  else¬ 
where.  At  the  February  meeting  a  communication  was  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  on  June  25  a  proces¬ 
sion  was  formed  with  a  small  number  of  local  members  but 
a  large  number  of  visiting  Brethren.  At  a  special  meeting, 
September  12,  Brother  David  Nathan,  Grand  Lecturer,  paid 
the  Lodge  an  official  visit  and  made  a  short  but  very  favor¬ 
able  report  congratulating  the  Lodge  on  the  improvement  in 
its  work.  This  was  the  last  official  visit  of  the  Grand  Lec¬ 
turer.  Anti-Masonic  feeling  was  increasing.  Many  members 
withdrew.  There  were  but  four  applications. 

At  the  January  meeting  in  1828  the  dues  were  reduced 
to  $1.50  per  annum.  There  are  no  Minutes  of  meetings  in 
June,  July,  August  and  September.  The  affairs  of  the  Lodge 
were  going  from  bad  to  worse,  the  principal  work  done  was 
granting  withdrawals.  There  was  but  one  application. 

At  the  January  meeting,  in  1829,  the  petition  of  Henry 
D.  Ellis  was  presented — the  last  petition  for  many  years.  At 
the  February  meeting  he  was  approved.  The  Minutes  of  this 
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meeting  are  the  last  in  the  Minute  Book  signed  by  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Lodge. 

The  Minutes  of  the  stated  meetings  of  March,  April  and 
June  were  entered  by  Brother  Robert  Fleming  who  states 
over  his  signature  that  he  copied  them  from  the  “originals.” 
These  “originals,”  except  for  the  April  meeting,  were  prob¬ 
ably  made  by  him  because  he  is  mentioned  among  those  pres¬ 
ent  while  the  regular  Secretary  was  not.  The  Minutes  of  the 
April  meeting  were  signed  by  George  Crawford,  a  visiting 
Brother,  as  “Sec’y  Pro  Tern.”  There  are  no  Minutes  of  the 
May  meeting.  According  to  the  Minutes  Henry  D.  Ellis  was 
“entered”  at  the  March  meeting,  “passed”  in  April  and 
“raised”  in  June,  which  makes  it  appear  that  there  was  no 
meeting  in  May.  The  raising  of  Brother  Ellis  was  the  last 
Masonic  work  done  by  what  may  be  called  the  old  Lodge  be¬ 
cause  after  the  Minutes  of  June  17,  1829,  Brother  Fleming 
entered  the  following  statement: 

“Some  short  time  after  the  above  and  last  meeting  the 
room  occupied  as  a  Lodge  room  in  the  Court  House  was 
rudely  broken  into  and  the  furniture,  etc.,  was  thrown  about 
in  so  much  that  the  members  of  the  Lodge  were  obliged  to 
suspend  their  meetings  and  Brother  Lenhart  collected  as  well 
as  he  could  the  jewels,  books,  papers,  etc.,  and  carried  them 
for  safe  keeping  to  his  dwelling  house — Rob’t.  Fleming.” 

Brother  Fleming  also  gives  a  list  of  the  members  of  the 
Lodge  and  the  amount  of  unpaid  dues,  etc.,  but  these  entries 
bear  evidence  that  they  were  made  years  later.  The  accuracy 
of  this  list  was  questioned  at  a  meeting  for  reinstitution  and 
a  committee  was  appointed,  of  which  Brother  Fleming  was  a 
member,  “to  examine  the  books  of  Minutes  of  the  Lodge  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  names  of  members,”  etc. 
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<J%nti-cMasonic  influence  on 
*£odge  c7Vo.  106 

VER  since  the  war  of  1812  with  England,  the  Society  of 
Freemasons  throughout  this  country  had  been  troubled 
by  a  growing  antagonism  partly  because  all  secret  societies 
were  thought  by  a  great  many  people  to  be  inimical  to  the 
principle  of  free  democracy.  This  sentiment  had  been  grow¬ 
ing  less  as  the  years  passed  and  from  1820  to  1826  the  Lodge 
enjoyed  a  season  of  prosperity.  Suddenly  it  was  revived  by 
what  has  come  to  be  known  as  the  Morgan  affair  in  Western 
New  York.  This  stirred  up  feeling,  inspired  propaganda 
against  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  gave  incentive  for  com¬ 
bined  opposition  to  it. 

Naturally  the  matter  got  into  politics.  In  Western  New 
York  the  anti-Masonic  party  was  organized.  In  1831  a  na¬ 
tional  anti-Masonic  party  convention  was  held  in  which  most 
of  the  states  were  represented.  At  the  election  Vermont 
alone  cast  her  seven  electoral  votes  for  the  convention’s  can¬ 
didates  for  president  and  vice  president.  In  Pennsylvania 
Joseph  Ritner,  the  anti-Masonic  candidate  for  governor,  was 
defeated  by  only  3,000  votes.  But  this  election  was  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  end  of  anti-Masonic  politics  which  gave  the 
Society  a  distinction  no  other  secret  society  has  been  ac¬ 
corded. 

From  the  beginning  Williamsport  and  the  West  Branch 
Valley  was  infected  with  this  anti-Masonic  sentiment.  The 
old  state  road  from  Newberry  over  the  hills  to  the  New  York 
state  line  near  Painted  Post  was  the  highway  from  Western 
New  York  to  Pennsylvania  and  the  South,  and  was  much 
traveled.  This  brought  Williamsport  closely  in  touch  with 
the  commotion  in  Western  New  York,  and  soon  an  anti- 
Masonic  party  was  organized  in  Lycoming  County.  In  the 
spring  of  1829  excitement  became  intense,  and  soon  after 
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the  stated  meeting  of  Lodge  No.  106,  in  June  of  that  year, 
tradition  places  it  on  June  29,  a  mob  collected  and  broke  into 
the  Lodge  room,  and  wrecked  the  place.  Undoubtedly  the 
mob  thought  this  would  put  an  end  to  Freemasonry  in  this 
locality,  but  there  were  some  loyal  Brethren  left  in  spite  of 
many  withdrawals. 

It  might  be  mentioned  here  that  the  leaders  of  the  anti- 
Masonic  party  in  the  county  claimed  that  this  outrage  was 
not  sanctioned  by  the  party  but  was  the  work  of  an  irrespon¬ 
sible  drunken  mob,  yet  the  party  was  given  credit  for  it. 

The  Minutes  of  the  Lodge  show  the  intense  excitement  of 
the  times.  But  there  was  one  brave  spirit  whose  mind  was 
not  imbued  with  the  antagonistic  feeling  of  the  times,  and 
who  was  not  cowed  by  the  mob.  Brother  Lenhart,  the  Wor¬ 
shipful  Master,  secured  the  old  Warrant  and  other  Lodge 
property  and  preserved  them.  However,  the  Lodge  was  defi¬ 
nitely  suspended. 

One  can  only  conjecture  the  effect  on  the  minds  of  Masons 
at  that  time,  of  the  influences  that  must  have  emanated  from 
so  powerful  opposition  to  Freemasonry.  Some  Brothers  un¬ 
doubtedly  lost  heart,  others  probably  secretly  resolved  to 
wait  until  excitement  had  subsided.  So  far  Freemasonry  had 
endured  the  test  of  ages. 
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S'vents  cPlfter  ^Restoration  Bn  1846 

ACCORDING  to  the  Revised  Proceedings  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  a  petition  for  restoration  of  Lodge  No.  106  signed 
by  Robert  Fleming,  Joseph  W.  Smith,  Henry  D.  Ellis,  Joseph 
S.  Williams,  C.  G.  Hinkleman,  John  Smith  and  Henry  Len- 
hart  was  presented  at  the  quarterly  communication,  held  De¬ 
cember  10,  1840.  In  the  petition  nothing  was  said  about 
Grand  Lodge  dues  for  the  several  years  since  1829.  No 
action  was  taken  by  the  Grand  Lodge  and  the  matter  was 
dropped  for  another  five  years. 

The  Minute  Book  of  the  Lodge  tells  us  that  in  1845,  day 
and  month  not  given,  Henry  Lenhart,  Robert  Fleming,  James 
Tallman,  D.  Streibeigh,  John  Smith  and  other  members  of 
the  Lodge,  after  consultation,  agreed  to  petition  the  Grand 
Lodge,  to  permit  the  members  of  Lodge  No.  106  to  reor¬ 
ganize.  According  to  the  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  a 
communication  was  received  at  its  quarterly  communication, 
in  December,  1845,  “signed  by  Brothers  J.  S.  Williams,  D. 
Strombaugh,  John  Smith,  James  Tallman,  Henry  Lenhart, 
Robert  Fleming,  and  J.  W.  Smith,  formerly  members  of 
Lodge  No.  106  at  Williamsport  *  *  *  petitioning  for  the  re¬ 
vival  of  said  Lodge  and  remission  of  dues  owing  the  Grand 
Lodge  when  she  ceased  to  operate.”  The  dues  were  remitted 
and  the  communication  was  referred  to  the  Grand  officers. 

On  January  28,  1846,  a  communication  from  the  Grand 
Lodge  was  received  by  Jeremiah  Tallman  authorizing  and 
empowering  him  to  reopen  and  reconstitute  Lodge  No.  106, 
under  its  old  Warrant,  and  to  install  as  its  officers,  Henry 
Lenhart  as  Worshipful  Master;  Robert  Fleming  as  Senior 
Warden;  and  John  Smith  as  Junior  Warden.  This  dispen¬ 
sation  was  dated  January  21,  1846. 

Brother  Tallman  immediately  notified  a  number  of  mem¬ 
bers,  and  two  days  after  he  received  the  dispensation,  Fri¬ 
day,  January  30,  1846,  assembled  them  in  Odd  Fellows  Hall 
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at  2  o’clock  P.  M.  Having  produced  his  authority  Brother 
Tall  man  reconstituted  Lodge  No.  106  and  proceeded  to  in¬ 
stall  the  officers  named  in  the  dispensation.  At  this  meeting 
also  Brothers  J.  L.  Abrams,  Thomas  Bennett  and  Apollos 
Woodward  were  duly  elected  members  of  the  Lodge.  Brother 
Joseph  S.  Williams  was  elected  Treasurer.  An  adjourned 
meeting  was  held  February  6,  when  the  By-Laws  of  the  Lodge 
as  revised  in  1823  were  read  and  without  any  alterations 
were  adopted  for  the  government  of  the  restored  Lodge. 

At  a  stated  meeting  in  August  it  was  resolved  “to  loan 
to  H.  F.  Witter,  of  Milton,  $14.00  to  aid  him  in  making  suit¬ 
able  preparation  to  go  to  West  Point  “in  pursuance  of  his  ap¬ 
pointment  as  a  cadet.”  On  December  28  the  officers  were 
installed.  This  ceremony  closed  a  very  busy  year.  There 
had  been  31  meetings,  three  had  been  elected  to  membership, 
and  there  were  20  applications  for  initiation  all  of  which 
had  been  approved.  Brother  John  Laverty  was  again  elected 
an  “honorary”  member. 

At  the  stated  meeting  in  January,  1847,  Brother  William 
English  of  Philadelphia,  was  on  motion  made  the  proxy  of 
the  Lodge  to  represent  her  at  the  meetings  of  the  Grand 
Lodge.  In  June  the  Lodge  was  somewhat  embarrassed  by 
an  action  of  the  Grand  Master.  At  the  stated  meeting  on 
March  31,  L.  Ulmer  made  application  for  initiation.  At  the 
April  meeting  the  committee  reported  favorably  but  on  mo¬ 
tion  initiation  was  postponed.  At  the  May  meeting  it  was 
moved  and  agreed  to,  that  Mr.  Ulmer  have  leave  to  withdraw 
his  petition.  At  an  adjourned  meeting,  on  June  12  the  Wor¬ 
shipful  Master  stated  that  he  had  received  from  the  Grand 
Master  a  dispensation  for  the  raising  of  L.  Ulmer  to  the  state 
of  a  Master  Mason  and  it  was  for  the  majority  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  present  to  say  whether  Mr.  Ulmer  should  be  initiated 
in  this  Lodge,  or  not.  On  motion  his  initiation  was  post¬ 
poned  for  the  present.  However,  on  July  5  he  received  the 
Entered  Apprentice  Degree  and  on  July  10  was  “passed”  and 
“raised.” 
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At  the  stated  meeting  in  July  it  was  decided  that  the 
members  should  attend  as  a  Lodge  the  funeral  of  Brother 
General  Hammond,  late  of  Milton,  whenever  the  body  should 
arrive  at  his  residence  there.  Again  on  December  23  the 
members  were  called  together  by  personal  summons.  When 
a  Master  Mason’s  Lodge  was  opened  the  Worshipful  Master 
informed  the  Lodge  that  Brother  John  Laverty  had  died  the 
day  before  (Dec.  22)  and  that  he  had  expressed  a  wish  that 
his  remains  be  buried  with  ceremonies  by  his  Masonic 
Brethren.  After  the  funeral,  which  was  attended  by  a  large 
number  of  members,  they  returned  to  the  Lodge  room  and 
spread  on  the  Minutes  resolutions  of  esteem. 

Attendance  during  1847  was  good.  The  Lodge  received 
17  applications  for  membership,  one  of  which  was  with¬ 
drawn,  and  14  for  initiation,  three  of  which  were  withdrawn. 
Beginning  with  St.  John’s  Day  the  Lodge  was  thereafter 
opened  in  the  Third  Degree  and  business  was  transacted  in 
that  Degree.  The  resolution  directing  Subordinate  Bodies 
to  transact  all  business  in  a  Master  Mason’s  Lodge  was 
adopted  by  Grand  Lodge  December  4,  1843,  but  had  not 
been  generally  observed. 

At  a  stated  meeting  in  February,  1848,  Charles  W.  Len- 
hart,  who  was  a  fugitive  from  justice,  was  on  motion  unani¬ 
mously  expelled.  At  the  May  meeting  John  F.  Cowen  was 
entered,  passed,  and  raised  by  virtue  of  a  dispensation  by 
the  District  Deputy  Grand  Master.  At  the  June  meeting  an 
invitation  was  received  to  attend  the  institution  of  La  Belle 
Vallee  Lodge  at  Jersey  Shore  on  June  22.  The  invitation 
was  accepted.  The  year  was  not  very  satisfactory  either  as 
regards  attendance  or  growth  in  membership.  Five  petitions 
were  received,  and  two  of  the  applicants  were  rejected. 

On  June  25,  1849,  the  Lodge  met  to  celebrate  the  festival 
of  St.  John,  the  Baptist.  There  was  a  good  attendance  of 
members  but  a  larger  number  of  visitors,  principally  from 
Jersey  Shore  and  Lock  Haven,  judging  from  their  names. 
The  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to  refreshment,  a  proces- 
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sion  was  formed  which  headed  by  the  Williamsport  band 
proceeded  to  the  green  on  the  river  bank  where  an  address 
was  delivered  by  the  Rev.  Brother  W.  J.  Clark.  Returning 
to  the  Lodge  room  the  Brethren  tendered  a  vote  of  thanks 
to  Brother  Clark  for  his  able  and  eloquent  address  a  copy 
of  which  was  requested  for  publication.  The  Brethren  then 
had  supper.  The  further  record  of  the  year  is  missing,  for 
the  Minutes  of  the  September  and  October  meetings  are  lack¬ 
ing  though  the  “headings”  appear.  During  the  year  there 
were  no  applications.  The  year  was  marked  by  financial 
depression,  and  this  may  explain  the  lack  of  petitions. 

At  the  stated  meeting  in  June,  1850,  it  was  resolved  that 
“the  thanks  of  the  Lodge  be  tendered  to  our  Worthy  Brother, 
A.  B.  Cummings,  for  the  very  handsome  ivory  gavel  pre¬ 
sented  by  him  to  the  Lodge;”  and  it  was  further  resolved 
that  the  Secretary  have  engraved  on  the  gavel:  “Presented 
to  Lodge  No.  106,  by  A.  B.  Cummings,  1850.”  The  atten¬ 
dance  during  the  year  was  only  fair  but  there  were  nine 
applications  all  of  which  were  approved,  though  one  was 
withdrawn. 

The  Reverend  Brother  W.  J.  Clark  being  about  to  move 
to  Washington,  D.  C.,  asked  for  a  certificate  of  withdrawal. 
His  request  was  granted  but  the  Lodge  on  motion  asked  him 
to  preach  before  going  a  sermon  to  the  Lodge.  This  he  con¬ 
sented  to  do.  On  April  4,  1851,  the  Lodge  in  full  regalia 
proceeded  to  the  Episcopal  Church  to  hear  Brother  Clark’s 
farewell  sermon.  Returning  to  the  Lodge  room  the  Brethren 
passed  a  resolution  of  thanks,  a  copy  of  which  bearing  the 
seal  of  the  Lodge  and  signed  by  the  officers  was  presented 
to  Brother  Clark.  On  June  6  an  invitation  was  received  from 
the  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  Lodge  and  Chapter  to  participate  with 
them  in  celebrating  the  festival  of  St.  John  the  Baptist.  It 
was  also  resolved  that  Brother  J.  H.  Black  be  requested  to 
deliver  a  series  of  lectures  to  the  Lodge.  Brother  W.  H. 
Thompson  was  elected  the  proxy  of  Lodge  No.  106  in  Grand 
Lodge. 
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At  a  special  meeting,  April  9,  1852,  resolutions  of  con¬ 
dolence  were  adopted,  Brother  Thomas  Bennett  having  died. 
The  following  letter  was  ordered  entered  on  the  Minutes : 

Williamsport,  April  12,  1852. 

Gentlemen : 

Your  kind  favor  of  the  10th  with  accompanying 
preamble  and  resolutions  of  Lodge  No.  106  in  relation 
to  my  dear  departed  husband  have  been  gratefully  re¬ 
ceived.  Please  accept  my  thanks  for  this  evidence  of 
the  kind  consideration  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and 
assure  the  Lodge  which  you  represent  that  this  preamble 
and  accompanying  resolutions  will  ever  be  cherished  of 
the  brotherly  esteem  of  the  members  of  your  Lodge 
toward  my  late  husband,  as  well  as  the  evidence  of  your 
entire  willingness  to  render  myself  and  orphan  chil¬ 
dren  such  kind  offices  as  may  be  in  your  power. 

Respectfully, 

Mr.  R.  Fleming  Mrs.  Thos.  Bennett. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Maynard 
Mr.  H.  McClure 

Committee. 

At  a  special  meeting  May  5  the  following  preamble  and 
resolutions  were  adopted: 

Whereas  we  hear  with  unexpected  sorrow  that  the 
Junior  Warden  of  this  Lodge,  Brother  Charles  Kalbfus, 
was  called  from  his  station  at  our  stated  meeting  on 
Monday  evening,  the  3rd  inst.,  to  witness  the  death  of  a 
beloved  wife  whom  he  had  left  a  few  minutes  before 
in  the  bosom  of  his  family  in  reasonable  health  and 
buoyant  spirits.  Therefore 

Resolved  that  we  deeply  sympathize  with  the  afflict¬ 
ed  Brother  in  this  his  hour  of  distress;  and 

Resolved  that  the  members  of  the  Lodge  will  attend 
the  funeral  of  Mrs.  Kalbfus  this  afternoon,  wearing  the 
usual  badge  of  mourning  on  the  left  arm. 
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At  the  stated  meeting  of  June  3  the  following  letter  was 
entered  in  the  Minutes: 


To  the  Officers  and  Brethren  of  Lodge  No.  106, 
Dear  Brethren: 


You  will  allow  me  to  tender  you  my  sincere  thanks 
for  the  kind  and  fraternal  letter  in  the  case  of  my  re¬ 
cent  deep  and  heartfelt  affliction.  I  never  regretted  be¬ 
coming  a  Mason.  I  always  felt  that  when  I  found  a 
Mason  I  found  a  friend  and  brother,  and  especially  in 
that  hour  when  my  poor  heart  was  tom  and  rent  al¬ 
most  asunder  by  the  sudden  and  unexpected  loss  of  one 
I  loved  so  well.  When  I  found  myself  a  widower  and 
my  babies  without  a  mother,  then  especially  did  your 
free  and  unsolicited  kindness  come  down  upon  my  heart 
like  oil  upon  the  troubled  waters.  The  more  I  know  of 
Masonry  the  better  I  like  it,  and  the  more  firmly  I  am 
convinced  its  origin  is  not  with  man.  The  interest  you 
have  taken  in  me  and  the  sympathy  manifested  I  trust 
I  shall  be  disposed  to  reciprocate  and  thus  add  my  mite 
to  give  evidence  of  the  fact  that  Masonry  is  more  than 
a  name. 


Yours  in  deep  affliction. 


Williamsport,  May  21,  1852. 


C.  Kalbfus. 


At  a  stated  meeting  on  July  1  the  following  preamble 
and  resolutions  were  adopted  and  ordered  to  be  published: 

Whereas  by  the  inscrutable  decree  of  Divine  Provi¬ 
dence,  Henry  Clay,  a  great  statesman,  a  pure  patriot 
and  a  good  man  has  passed  from  earth  to  heaven,  there¬ 
fore  be  it 

Resolved  that  the  Brothers  of  this  Lodge  deeply  de¬ 
plore  the  irreparable  loss  sustained  by  the  fraternity  in 
the  decease  of  an  esteemed  and  worthy  Brother,  by  the 
Nation  in  the  eloquent  and  incorruptible  legislator,  and 
by  the  world  in  the  person  of  him  whose  name  will  go 
down  to  the  remotest  posterity,  as  the  benefactor  of  his 
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race,  and  among  the  chief est  and  most  honorable  of  his 
day  and  generation;  and 

Resolved  that  we  tender  to  the  bereaved  wife  and 
children  of  the  illustrious  deceased  our  profound  sym¬ 
pathy  in  their  bereavement  and  the  assurance  that  apart 
from  the  grief  invisibly  felt  by  the  American  nation,  we 
yet  take  the  opportunity  of  paying  their  further  tribute 
to  him  whom  we  all  respect  and  honor. 

An  election  for  Senior  Warden  was  held  at  the  stated 
meeting  July  20,  1852,  by  virtue  of  a  dispensation  by  the 
Grand  Master.  Brother  J.  H.  Fulmer  refused  to  serve. 
Brother  Lightner  S.  Stroman  was  elected.  A  special  meet¬ 
ing  was  called  August  4  for  the  purpose  of  attending  the 
funeral  of  Brother  Francis  Biddle,  of  Jersey  Shore.  Brother 
Biddle  was  the  last  of  the  original  Warrant  members  of  Lodge 
No.  106.  At  the  stated  meeting  December  27  a  communica¬ 
tion  was  received  from  the  Grand  Lodge  requesting  the  nomi¬ 
nation  of  a  Past  Master  from  Lodge  No.  106  for  member¬ 
ship  on  the  building  committee  for  the  Grand  Lodge  Masonic 
Hall.  Brother  William  F.  Packer  was  nominated. 

On  May  17,  1854,  an  invitation  was  received  from  Mil- 
ton  Lodge  No.  256  to  join  in  a  procession  on  St.  John  the 
Baptist’s  Day.  The  invitation  was  accepted  and  the  Lodge 
paid  the  cost  of  carriages  to  transport  the  Brethren. 

On  August  27,  1855,  the  Worshipful  Master  reported  to 
the  Lodge  the  visitation  on  August  21  and  22  of  the  R.  W. 
Grand  Master  James  Hutchinson  and  a  staff  of  Grand  offi¬ 
cers.  Strange  to  say  there  are  no  Minutes  of  meetings  of 
those  dates.  On  September  12  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  make  arrangements  for  the  Lodge  to  attend  the  dedica¬ 
tion  of  the  New  Masonic  Temple.  This  was  the  Temple  on 
Market  Street.  For  some  unknown  reason  there  seems  to 
have  been  a  grand  mixup  in  the  elections.  There  was  a  meet¬ 
ing  on  December  27  but  no  St.  John’s  Day  celebration  and, 
except  the  Treasurer,  no  officers-elect  were  installed  till  the 
January  meeting. 
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The  petition  to  the  Grand  Lodge  by  Brethren  residing  at 
Muncy  for  a  Warrant  for  a  Lodge  at  that  place  was  on  May 
30,  1856,  recommended  to  the  Grand  Lodge.  On  June  3, 
R.  W.  Grand  Master  Peter  Williamson  with  a  staff  of  Grand 
officers  made  a  Grand  visitation  to  the  Lodge.  The  Grand 
Master  delivered  an  address  after  which  the  work  was  ex¬ 
emplified.  Brother  Fleming  read  a  condensed  history  of  the 
Lodge.  Before  the  Lodge  closed  the  Grand  Master  granted 
it  the  privilege  of  having  a  procession  in  full  regalia  on  June 
24 — St.  John  the  Baptist’s  Day.  It  was  a  gala  event  for  the 
old  Lodge.  The  committee  had  asked  Brother  Samuel  C. 
Perkins,  of  Philadelphia,  to  deliver  an  address  on  this  oc¬ 
casion,  and  had  extended  invitations  to  all  the  Lodges  in  this 
part  of  the  state  to  be  present  in  regalia.  The  procession 
moved  down  Third  Street  to  Academy,  thence  to  Dickinson 
Seminary  Hall  where  Brother  Perkins  delivered  his  address. 
Back  in  its  hall  the  Lodge  gave  Brother  Perkins  a  vote  of 
thanks  for  his  able  address  and  a  copy  of  it  was  requested 
for  publication.  The  list  of  visitors  included  4  from  Phila¬ 
delphia,  14  from  Muncy,  18  from  Milton,  one  of  whom  was 
a  visitor  from  Iowa;  6  from  Danville,  8  from  Lewisburg, 

1  from  Tamaqua,  2  from  Lock  Haven,  1  from  Baltimore, 

2  from  Elmira,  1  from  Chester,  14  from  Bloomsburg,  3  from 
Canton,  9  from  Jersey  Shore,  and  of  the  several  visitors 
here  in  Williamsport  one  was  from  Maine,  one  from  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  and  one  from  New  York. 

This  year,  at  the  general  elections  for  state  and  county 
officers,  Lodge  No.  106  was  honored  by  the  election  of  one 
of  its  members,  Brother  William  F.  Packer,  as  governor  of 
the  state.  At  the  stated  meeting  December  30  the  commit¬ 
tee  which  had  been  laboring  to  revise  the  By-Laws  made  a 
report  in  writing  which  was  adopted  and  ordered  spread  on 
the  Minutes. 

At  a  special  meeting  April  10,  1858,  resolutions  of  con¬ 
dolence  were  adopted  on  the  death  of  R.  W.  Grand  Master 
Dr.  John  K.  Mitchell.  At  a  special  meeting,  June  21,  ap¬ 
propriate  resolutions  were  adopted  on  the  death  of  Brother 
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Apollos  Woodward,  and  members  agreed  to  attend  the  fu¬ 
neral  the  next  day. 

To  go  back  a  little,  a  communication  was  received  Janu¬ 
ary  18  from  Muncy  Lodge  No.  299  inviting  Lodge  No.  106 
to  attend  a  banquet  on  February  22.  This  invitation  was 
accepted  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  make  arrange¬ 
ments.  At  this  meeting  a  resolution  to  take  a  second  ballot 

on  the  application  of  J -  S - was  adopted.  A  ballot 

was  taken  immediately  and  the  Worshipful  Master  declared 
the  applicant  had  been  approved.  The  applicant  was  imme¬ 
diately  given  the  Entered  Apprentice  Degree.  At  the  next 
stated  meeting  Brother  J.  W.  Hays  objected  to  the  Minutes 

as  read,  they  stating  that  J -  S -  had  been  approved 

on  first  ballot,  when  they  should  have  said  he  had  been  re¬ 
jected.  The  Lodge  refused  to  correct  the  Minutes  and 
Brother  Hays  appealed  to  the  Grand  Lodge.  On  June  15 
a  communication  was  received  from  the  Grand  Lodge  em¬ 
bodying  the  report  of  the  committee  on  appeals,  pronouncing 
the  proceedings  irregular  and  un-Masonic. 

At  a  stated  meeting  Jan.  18,  1859,  it  was  resolved  that 
Lodge  No.  106  “Most  cordially  assents  to  the  establishment 
of  a  new  Masonic  Lodge  at  Montoursville.”  On  June  15  an 
invitation  was  received  from  La  Belle  Vallee  Lodge  at  Jer¬ 
sey  Shore  inviting  Lodge  No.  106  to  a  banquet  on  June  24. 
The  invitation  was  accepted  and  a  committee  appointed.  On 
July  14  an  invitation  was  received  from  the  Brethren  at 
Montoursville  inviting  the  Lodge  to  be  present  at  the  institu¬ 
tion  of  the  new  Lodge  at  that  place  on  August  4.  At  the 
stated  meeting  September  12  it  was  resolved  that  Brother 
Peter  Wise  be  recommended  to  Lafayette  Chapter  as  worthy 
to  be  advanced  in  Masonry.  A  special  meeting  was  called 
October  26  to  attend  the  funeral  of  Brother  Henry  Lenhart. 

There  was  a  very  large  attendance  at  the  special  meeting 
March  24,  1860,  called  to  arrange  for  attendance  at  the 
funeral  of  Brother  Decatur  La  Vallee  at  Elmira. 
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Brothers  Henry  C.  Parsons  and  G.  R.  Doebler  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  25,  1861,  presented  the  Lodge  a  very  beautiful  copy 
of  the  Bible.  The  Rebellion  had  a  quieting  influence  on 
Lodge  affairs — and  caused  some  excitement,  too.  Members 
hung  mottoes  on  the  walls  of  the  Lodge  room  and  flags  at 
the  windows,  but  these  were  all  ordered  to  be  taken  down. 
A  resolution  was  adopted  declaring  that  the  Lodge  room 
must  be  used  for  Masonic  purposes  only.  This  had  the  de¬ 
sired  effect.  On  St.  John’s  Day  Brother  Robert  Fleming  was 
presented  a  copy  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures  in  token  of  the 
Brotherly  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  the  Lodge,  and  in 
appreciation  of  the  faithful  work  which  he  had  for  so  many 
years  performed. 

At  the  stated  meeting  January  16,  1862,  the  committee 
appointed  to  draft  resolutions  expressing  approbation  of  the 
able  and  impartial  manner  in  which  Brother  Robert  Flem¬ 
ing  had  discharged  his  duties  as  Worshipful  Master  the  seven 
years  he  had  occupied  that  responsible  and  honored  posi¬ 
tion,  made  its  report  which  was  adopted  and  spread  on  the 
Minutes.  On  February  22,  at  a  special  meeting  a  procession 
was  by  virtue  of  a  dispensation  from  the  District  Deputy 
Grand  Master  conducted  in  celebration  of  the  anniversary 
of  the  birth  of  Brother  George  Washington.  At  a  special 
meeting  April  10  a  large  delegation  attended  the  funeral  of 
Brother  Joshua  Kelly,  who  had  made  application  to  the 
Lodge  for  membership.  Appropriate  resolutions  were  adopt¬ 
ed  at  the  stated  meeting  April  14.  An  invitation  was  received 
June  12  inviting  the  Lodge  to  attend  the  dedication  of  Mil- 
ton  Lodge,  on  June  24.  A  special  meeting  was  held  June 
17  in  the  hall  of  Eureka  Lodge  No.  335  at  Montoursville  for 
the  purpose  of  burying  with  Masonic  honors  Brother  Joseph 
Hopper.  An  adjourned  meeting  was  held  December  5  to 
attend  the  funeral  of  Brother  Emerson  V.  Higgins  who  died 
in  the  hospital  at  Fortress  Monroe.  He  was  the  only  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Lodge  who  lost  his  life  in  the  Civil  War.  Appro¬ 
priate  resolutions  were  spread  on  the  Minutes. 
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On  July  22,  1866,  a  special  meeting  was  called  to  lay 
the  comer  stone  of  the  Evangelical  Reformed  Church.  This 
was  done  by  dispensation  of  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Mas¬ 
ter.  At  the  stated  meeting  in  July  it  was  ordered  that  the 
Lodge  present  to  all  Past  Masters  aprons  with  appropriate 
jewels,  as  a  mark  of  respect  to  them.  In  August  the  Past 
Masters  were  requested  to  sit  for  photographs  to  be  framed 
at  the  expense  of  the  Lodge.  At  the  October  meeting  a  com¬ 
mittee  was  appointed  to  draft  resolutions  on  the  death  of 
Brother  V.  S.  Doebler,  and  another  committee  to  engage  a 
band  to  accompany  the  Lodge  in  attending  his  funeral. 

Early  in  1867  the  renting  of  a  hall  resulted  in  some  con¬ 
troversy,  as  has  already  been  related.  At  the  stated  meet¬ 
ing  in  April  the  Lodge  recommended  to  the  Grand  Lodge  a 
Warrant  for  Ivy  Lodge  No.  397.  On  May  8  the  Lodge  was 
visited  by  R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master  Richard  Vaux  and 
a  staff  of  Grand  officers.  Instruction  and  lectures  were  given 
in  each  Degree.  The  committee  appointed  to  raise  money 
for  destitute  Brother  Masons’  wives  and  orphans  in  Georgia 
reported  on  July  16,  seventy  dollars,  which  had  been  sent 
to  Lodges  soliciting  aid.  On  August  15  the  Lodge  was  noti¬ 
fied  by  Richard  Vaux,  Deputy  Grand  Master,  of  the  death 
of  R.  W.  Grand  Master  John  L.  Goddard.  On  September  26 
an  invitation  was  received  from  Ivy  Lodge  No.  397  to  at¬ 
tend  its  constitution.  On  St.  John’s  Day,  after  the  officers 
of  the  Lodge  had  been  duly  installed,  Brother  B.  S.  Bentley 
at  his  request  was  installed  Worshipful  Master  of  Ivy  Lodge 
for  the  year  1868.  For  the  first  time  the  Minutes  called  the 
meeting  held  on  this  St.  John’s  Day  “special,”  not  “stated.” 

In  the  meantime  another  Lodge  had  come  into  existence. 
On  January  9,  1868,  Watsontown  Lodge  invited  Lodge  No. 
106  to  assist  at  its  constitution.  The  Lodge  voted  to  do  so. 
April  8  the  Lodge  read  the  funeral  service  at  the  funeral  of 
Brother  J.  Parmley,  of  Tamaqua.  June  5  notice  was  re¬ 
ceived  of  the  laying  of  the  comer  stone  of  the  new  Masonic 
Temple  at  Philadelphia.  September  1  the  Lodge  was  in¬ 
vited  by  La  Belle  Vallee  Lodge  to  participate  with  it  in  lay- 
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ing  a  comer  stone.  One  of  the  most  important  events  in  the 
history  of  the  Lodge  now  occurred.  On  October  31  a  mo¬ 
tion  to  amend  the  By-Laws  so  as  to  make  the  night  of  meet¬ 
ing  the  first  Monday  in  each  calendar  month,  was  carried 
and  it  was  so  ordered.  On  December  26  officers-elect  were 
installed  and  the  St.  John’s  Day  banquet  was  held  at  the 
Herdic  House. 

The  new  R.  W.  Grand  Master,  Richard  Vaux,  visited  the 
Lodge  on  August  21,  1869,  and  made  an  address.  On  Sep¬ 
tember  6  charges  were  preferred  against  two  members  for 
un-Masonic  conduct.  The  one  was  charged  with  divulging 
to  an  outsider  that  a  certain  applicant  had  been  black-balled ; 
the  other  with  boasting  to  an  outsider  that  he  could  prevent 
an  applicant  from  becoming  a  member.  The  first  was  ex¬ 
pelled;  the  second  suspended  for  six  months. 

This  year  Lodge  No.  106  invited  Ivy  Lodge  No.  397  to 
join  it  in  the  celebration  of  St.  John’s  Day,  the  ladies  of 
members  to  be  present.  The  two  Lodges  continued  joint  cele¬ 
bration  of  the  Day  for  many  years. 

On  May  15,  Lodge  No.  106  assisted  Eureka  Lodge  No. 
335  in  laying  the  comer  stone  of  the  new  Evangelical  Church 
at  Montoursville.  The  Minutes  make  no  mention  of  St. 
John’s  Day  as  the  Lodge  was  no  longer  opened  for  the  cele¬ 
bration  of  that  day. 

At  the  stated  meeting  September  4,  1871,  charges  were 
preferred  against  a  Brother  for  un-Masonic  conduct.  He 
was  present  at  the  meeting,  frankly  admitted  a  portion  of 
the  charges  to  be  tme,  but  denied  the  rest,  and  asked  to  be 
dealt  with  charitably.  On  motion  it  was  resolved  that  the 
Brother  having  pleaded  guilty  be  reprimanded  by  the  Wor¬ 
shipful  Master.  On  November  6  a  donation  of  fifty  dollars 
was  sent  to  the  suffering  Brethren  at  Chicago. 

On  January  1,  1872,  the  Lodge  was  notified  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  that  it  had  been  sustained  in  suspending  a  member 
for  non-payment  of  dues.  July  1,  a  donation  of  fifty  dollars 
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was  made  to  Lodge  No.  358,  at  Somerset.  A  brother  was 
charged  with  being  intoxicated  on  the  public  streets  and  the 
matter  was  referred  to  the  Grievance  Committee.  A  St.  John’s 
Day  committee  was  appointed  in  November  and  discharged 
in  December  without  mention  of  a  banquet. 

At  the  stated  meeting  in  July,  1874,  one  hundred  dollars 
were  donated  for  the  relief  of  Brethren  in  Louisiana;  and 
in  September  twenty-five  for  Brethren  in  Allegheny.  At  the 
stated  meeting  in  December  twenty-five  dollars  were  sub¬ 
scribed  to  the  Washington  National  Monument  Society. 

On  November  6,  1876,  a  communication  was  received 
from  Ivy  Lodge  No.  397,  stating  that  Brother  D.  S.  Monroe 
had  been  secured  to  deliver  in  Pine  Street  M.  E.  Church,  a 
sermon  on  relations  between  Masonry  and  the  Church,  on 
Sunday  evening,  Nov.  12;  and  inviting  Lodge  No.  106  to 
attend.  The  invitation  was  accepted.  Another  event  was  the 
expulsion  of  Thomas  D.  Kerrick  for  gross-unMasonic  con¬ 
duct.  December  13  Mrs.  A.  H.  Wheelock  presented  the 
Lodge  two  needle-work  pictures  and  received  the  thanks  of 
the  Lodge. 

On  June  7,  1880,  Lodge  No.  106  made  a  donation  of 
fifty  dollars  to  Milton  Lodge  No.  256  and  distressed  Brethren 
who  had  suffered  from  the  disastrous  fire  in  that  town. 

Charges  preferred  against  Brother  Alfred  M.  Haswell, 
Jan.  6,  1881,  were  referred  to  the  Grievance  Committee.  On 
invitation  the  Lodge  participated  in  the  laying  of  the  comer 
stone  of  Christ  Church  P.  E.  Memorial  at  Danville,  June  24. 
A  big  delegation  accompanied  by  the  Repasz  band  made 
the  journey.  They  carried  a  banner  similar  to  one  used  on 
a  like  occasion  at  the  same  place  in  1828.  On  November 
7,  twenty-five  dollars  were  sent  to  relieve  distressed  Brethren 
in  Michigan.  On  November  13,  R.  W.  Grand  Master  Samuel 
B.  Dick  accompanied  by  a  staff  of  Grand  Officers  and  by  P. 
G.  M.  Richard  Yaux  made  an  official  visitation.  The  officers 
of  the  Lodge  exemplified  the  Third  Degree  and  Brother  Vaux 
delivered  an  address. 
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On  June  4,  1882,  the  Lodge  resolved  to  hold  no  meetings 
during  July  and  August.  This  was  the  beginning  of  a  cus¬ 
tom  that  still  continues.  September  3  the  Lodge  received  a 
communication  from  the  Grand  Secretary  stating  that  the 
Grand  Lodge  did  on  June  4,  approve  the  establishment  of  a 
Home  for  Aged  and  Indigent  Master  Masons.  In  October 
the  Lodge  received  from  the  Grand  Master  the  copy  of  “An 
act  to  authorize  a  Masonic  Home.”  A  communication  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  Lodges  the  Grand  Master’s  wishes  so 
they  might  instruct  their  representatives  in  Grand  Lodge  how 
to  vote  when  the  act  came  before  that  Body  for  final  action. 
Subsequently  Lodge  No.  106  instructed  its  representative  to 
vote  against  the  act  in  its  present  form. 

On  March  2,  1885,  the  Lodge  voted  to  place  a  floral 
wreath  on  the  casket  of  the  wife  of  Brother  Louis  Schneider, 
as  a  token  of  esteem.  A  special  meeting  was  held  Septem¬ 
ber  24,  1886,  for  the  purpose  of  celebrating  the  one  hun¬ 
dredth  anniversary  of  the  independence  of  the  R.  W.  Grand 
Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  as  well  as  the  eightieth  anniversary 
of  Lodge  No.  106.  There  was  a  large  attendance  of  mem¬ 
bers  and  visitors.  Addresses  were  made  by  Brother  Henry 
C.  Parsons,  P.  M.,  and  Brother  Frederick  H.  Keller,  P.  M., 
of  Ivy  Lodge  No.  397,  District  Deputy  Grand  Master.  Octo¬ 
ber  4  seventy-five  dollars  were  sent  to  Mrs.  A.  M.  Haswell; 
and  twenty-five  dollars  to  Brethren  of  Charleston,  S.  C.,  who 
had  suffered  by  earthquake. 

The  Lodge  on  January  3,  1887,  received  from  Ivy  Lodge 
No.  397  a  resolution  of  thanks  for  the  invitation  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  above-mentioned  anniversary  celebration.  On 
September  5  it  appropriated  twenty-five  dollars  to  assist  Ivy 
Lodge  in  defraying  the  expense  of  entertaining  the  Grand 
Officers.  Two  months  later  Ivy  Lodge  returned  the  check 
because  while  it  fully  appreciated  the  fraternal  spirit  mani¬ 
fested  by  Lodge  No.  106,  to  accept  the  check  would  be  a 
violation  of  true  hospitality.  Lodge  No.  106  sent  ten  dollars 
to  the  distressed  Brethren  of  Lodge  No.  559  of  DuBois. 
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On  June  11,  1888,  a  communication  was  received  from 
the  R.  W.  Grand  Master  placing  the  ban  on  a  body  known 
as  the  Cerneau  Rite.  One  of  the  centers  of  Masonic  excite¬ 
ment  regarding  this  Rite  was  Williamsport  where  that  Rite 
established  one  of  its  consistories.  Quite  a  number  of  regu¬ 
lar  Lodge  members  were  induced  to  become  Warrant  mem¬ 
bers  of  this  consistory.  The  Grand  Master  issued  an  edict 
declaring  the  Body  “clandestine”  and  ordered  the  Brethren 
to  renounce  their  membership  in  the  Cerneau  consistory  or 
be  expelled  from  F.  and  A.  M.  Lodges.  All  of  the  Brethren 
proved  their  loyalty  to  regular  Masonry. 

It  was  resolved  on  September  5,  1892,  to  present  the 
name  of  Brother  George  D.  Moore,  P.  M.,  as  the  candidate 
of  Lodge  No.  106,  for  the  office  of  Grand  Junior  Warden 
at  the  election  of  Grand  Officers  in  December.  On  Novem¬ 
ber  7  it  was  resolved  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  de¬ 
vise  some  plan  for  the  preservation  of  the  Minute  books, 
records  and  papers  of  the  Lodge,  and  report  same  with  the 
necessary  expense.  The  Worshipful  Master  appointed 
Brothers  William  M.  Prior,  P.  M.,  Daniel  Bailey  Else,  P.  M., 
and  John  H.  Watson.  While  acting  as  Tyler  Brother  Wat¬ 
son  discovered  in  the  ante-room  a  closet  full  of  old  books 
and  papers.  With  great  patience  he  sorted  these  and  among 
them  found  the  Minute  books  complete  from  1806  to  date, 
the  old  By-Laws  signed  by  members,  and  many  old  papers 
of  considerable  value  saved  by  Brother  Lenhart  from  the 
mob  in  1829.  Brother  Watson  was  given  credit  for  saving 
these  valuable  relics. 

On  June  5,  1893,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  act  in 
conjunction  with  a  similar  committee  of  Ivy  Lodge  No.  397, 
to  make  arrangements  for  laying  the  comer  stone  of  the  new 
city  hall  in  Williamsport  on  July  4.  At  a  stated  meeting, 
July  3,  a  communication  relating  to  the  matter  was  received 
from  Brother  Fred  H.  Keller,  District  Deputy  Grand  Mas¬ 
ter.  The  following  day  a  special  meeting  was  held  and  the 
two  Lodges  conducted  the  ceremonies  of  laying  the  stone. 
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R.  W.  Grand  Master  Michael  Arnold  accompanied  by 
his  staff  of  Grand  Officers  made  a  grand  visitation  June  20, 
1894,  and  was  greeted  by  a  large  attendance  of  members 
and  visitors. 

On  August  5,  1895,  it  was  resolved  that  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  confer  with  the  “Masonic  Temple  Association” 
concerning  rent.  This  is  the  first  meeting  of  that  associa¬ 
tion  on  the  Minutes  of  the  Lodge.  During  the  year  Brother 
Irvin  T.  Huff,  Senior  Warden,  moved  from  Williamsport 
and  Brother  John  G.  Reading,  Junior  Warden,  asked  for  his 
demit.  At  the  election  it  was  necessary  to  choose  two  new 
Brethren  for  the  Warden  chairs. 

By  virtue  of  a  dispensation  from  the  R.  W.  Grand  Master 
the  Lodge,  on  March  24,  1896,  attended  the  funeral  of 
Brother  Philip  Miller,  an  unaffiliated  Mason.  The  burial 
service  was  read.  On  October  5  a  communication  was  re¬ 
ceived  from  Brother  John  K.  Hays,  District  Deputy  Grand 
Master,  informing  the  Lodge  that  the  School  Board  of  the 
City  of  Williamsport  had  invited  the  Masonic  Fraternity  to 
lay  the  corner  stone  of  the  new  Washington  Building  on 
October  17;  and  that  the  R.  W.  Grand  Master  had  instructed 
the  District  Deputy  to  accept  the  invitation  and  had  granted 
him  a  dispensation  to  do  the  work.  The  District  Deputy 
therefore  invited  Lodge  No.  106  to  assist  in  the  ceremonies 
which  were  attended  by  many  members  and  visitors. 

June  7,  1897,  it  was  on  motion  ordered  that  the  Trustees 
dispose  of  the  present  investments  of  the  Lodge  and  invest 
the  proceeds  in  stock  of  the  Masonic  Temple  Association. 
On  October  4  a  committee  was  appointed  to  make  arrange¬ 
ments  for  laying  the  corner  stone  of  the  new  Masonic  Temple, 
acting  in  conjunction  with  a  similar  committee  of  Ivy  Lodge 
No.  397.  .  On  October  21  there  was  a  large  attendance  at 
the  special  meeting  called  for  the  ceremonies  of  laying  the 
stone,  attended  by  R.  W.  Grand  Master  William  J.  Kelley, 
who  laid  the  stone,  and  his  staff  of  Grand  Officers. 
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At  an  election  May  2,  1898,  held  by  virtue  of  a  dispen¬ 
sation  from  the  R.  W.  Grand  Master,  the  Lodge  elected 
Brother  John  H.  Watson  Treasurer,  to  fill  a  vacancy  caused 
by  the  death  of  Brother  John  W.  Hays,  P.  M.  On  June 
27  the  resolution  offered  June  6  changing  the  place  of  meet¬ 
ing  to  the  new  Masonic  Temple  was  unanimously  adopted. 
A  special  meeting  was  held  July  12  to  assist  in  laying  the 
corner  stone  of  the  Home  for  the  Friendless. 

A  communication  from  the  R.  W.  Grand  Master  was  re¬ 
ceived  February  3,  1902,  stating  that  Brother  William  B. 
Joslyn  had  been  appointed  instructor  of  work.  Notice  was 
given  that  the  Masonic  Temple  would  be  open  to  visitors  each 
clear  day  except  Saturdays,  between  10  A.  M.  and  3  P.  M. 
On  October  6,  Brother  John  Paul  Suess,  P.  M.,  was  selected 
to  represent  Lodge  No.  106  at  the  Sesqui-Centennial  celebra¬ 
tion  of  the  initiation  of  George  Washington  at  the  Masonic 
Temple  in  Philadelphia  on  November  4.  At  the  stated  meet¬ 
ing  in  December  Brother  Suess  submitted  a  report. 

At  a  meeting  held  April  6,  1903,  it  was  resolved  that 
Lodge  No.  106  approve  the  establishment  of  a  Masonic  Home 
in  Central  or  Western  Pennsylvania,  and  pay  for  the  sup¬ 
port  of  the  same  a  per  capita  of  fifty  cents. 

On  May  2,  1904,  by  virtue  of  a  dispensation  by  the  R. 
W.  Grand  Master,  Brother  William  Clarence  King  was  duly 
elected  and  installed  as  Secretary  of  the  Lodge  to  fill  a 
vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  Brother  William  R.  Prior, 

P.  M. 

At  the  December  election,  1905,  committees  for  each 
elective  office  were  appointed,  instead  of  a  committee  of  three 
for  all  offices. 

May  7,  1906,  a  donation  of  one  hundred  dollars  was 
made  to  distressed  Brethren  in  California.  No  other  event 
of  importance  is  recorded  till  December  3  when  the  Lodge 
celebrated  the  centennial  of  its  constitution.  On  that  occa¬ 
sion  Brother  Walter  C.  Gilmore,  P.  M.,  delivered  an  histori- 
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cal  address  which  was  ordered  printed.  This  celebration 
would  have  been  held  July  6,  the  true  date ,  but  for  ob¬ 
servance  of  the  centennial  of  the  city  of  Williamsport  at  that 
time. 

A  communication  from  Ivy  Lodge  No.  397  was  received 
January  7,  1907,  extending  fraternal  greetings  and  congratu¬ 
lations  for  having  attained  one  hundred  years,  and  wishing 
Lodge  No.  106  continued  prosperity. 

Lodge  No.  106  on  June  1,  1908,  contributed  twenty-five 
dollars  to  the  Washington  Memorial  Temple  at  Fredericks¬ 
burg,  Va. 

In  announcing  his  appointments  January  4,  1909,  the 
Worshipful  Master  added  a  new  committee.  He  constituted 
ten  members  a  committee  of  instruction. 

On  September  4,  1911,  the  R.  W.  Grand  Master  invited 
the  members  to  the  laying  of  the  corner  stone  of  the  Masonic 
Homes  at  Elizabethtown.  On  October  2,  he  having  been 
found  guilty  as  charged,  Charles  W.  Morris  was  expelled 
from  the  Lodge.  Brother  Herbert  Russell  Laird,  P.  M.,  as 
representative  reported  the  one  hundred  twenty-fifth  anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  independent  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania.  On 
November  6  a  donation  of  fifty  dollars  was  made  to  the 
Austin  flood  sufferers. 

It  was  resolved  January  1,  1912,  that  in  conjunction  with 
Ivy  Lodge  and  through  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Master, 
to  request  Brother  William  B.  Joslyn  to  instruct  the  Brethren 
in  the  work.  On  February  5,  the  Worshipful  Master  appointed 
Brother  William  H.  Painter,  P.  M.,  a  Trustee  to  fill  the  va¬ 
cancy  caused  by  the  death  of  Brother  J.  Wood  Mussina,  P. 
M.  On  November  4  an  invitation  was  received  from  Renovo 
Lodge  No.  495  to  attend  the  laying  of  the  comer  stone  of 
its  new  Masonic  Temple  on  November  8.  The  Lodge  voted 
to  purchase  a  copy  of  the  History  of  Freemasonry  in  North¬ 
umberland  and  Snyder  Counties,  by  Brother  Frederic  A. 
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Godcharles,  District  Deputy  Grand  Master,  and  presented  it 
to  the  Howard  Club  of  Knights  Templar. 

An  invitation  was  received  March  3,  1913,  from  Hos¬ 
pitaller  Commandery  No.  46,  Knights  Templar,  of  Lock 
Haven,  to  attend  the  public  installation  of  its  officers  March 
27.  On  May  2  the  R.  W.  Grand  Master  invited  the  Lodge 
to  attend  the  dedication  of  Grand  Lodge  Hall  at  the  Masonic 
Homes  at  Elizabethtown,  June  5.  The  Lodge  accepted  and 
secured  the  Teteque  Band  to  escort  it.  Lodge  No.  106  and 
Ivy  Lodge  No.  397  presented  the  Home  a  grand  piano.  On 
October  11  the  Lodge  at  the  invitation  of  R.  W.  Grand  Junior 
Warden  James  B.  Krause,  participated  in  the  laying  of  the 
corner  stone  of  the  new  High  School.  By  an  amendment 
to  the  By-Laws  offered  December  1,  by  Brother  Herbert  Rus¬ 
sell  Laird,  P.  M.,  life  memberships  were  created. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  revision  of  the  By-Laws 
was  adopted  October  5,  1914. 

On  June  4,  1917,  a  communication  was  received  from 
the  R.  W.  Grand  Master  suggesting  that  the  Lodge  invest  any 
surplus  on  hand  in  Liberty  bonds.  On  motion  it  was  or¬ 
dered  that  fifteen  hundred  dollars  be  invested  in  3%  Per 
cent  bonds.  November  5  a  communication  was  received  from 
the  Grand  Secretary  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  resolution  adopted 
by  the  Grand  Lodge,  which  pledged  the  loyalty  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  F.  and  A.  M.,  of  Pennsylvania  and  its  130,000  mem¬ 
bers  to  the  government  of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
a  state  of  war,  and  the  establishing  of  a  fund  to  be  known 
as  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  War  Relief  Fund. 

The  Lodge  on  September  2,  1918,  made  a  subscription  to 
the  American  Red  Cross  Society’s  war  fund.  On  November 
4  it  remitted  the  dues  of  members  in  the  naval,  or  military 
service,  or  serving  the  army  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  In  Decem¬ 
ber  it  contributed  $250.00  to  the  United  War  Work  Cam¬ 
paign. 
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The  R.  W.  Grand  Master,  James  B.  Krause,  visited  the 
Lodge  December  5,  1919,  and  was  received  with  the  cus¬ 
tomary  honors. 

On  February  2,  1920,  the  Lodge  voted  to  take  out  a  char¬ 
ter  membership  certificate  in  the  George  Washington  Na¬ 
tional  Masonic  Monument  Association,  and  appropriated  one 
hundred  dollars  for  the  same.  On  May  3  the  Lodge  re¬ 
solved  that  in  the  event  of  the  formation  of  a  new  Lodge  of 
F.  and  A.  M.  in  Williamsport,  Lodge  No.  106  would  ap¬ 
propriate  $500.00  to  assist  it  in  defraying  the  necessary  ex¬ 
penses  incident  to  its  formation.  The  committee  appointed 
to  solicit  subscriptions  to  the  Washington  Monument  fund 
reported  $1,335.00,  collected  from  members  of  the  Lodge. 
On  November  1  the  Lodge  resolved  to  recommend  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  the  petitioners  for  a  warrant  for  John  F.  Laed- 
lein  Lodge. 

A  communication  received  September  4,  1922,  stated 
that  a  tree  had  been  planted  by  the  Grand  Lodge  at  the 
Masonic  Homes  at  Elizabethtown  in  honor  of  William  Ray 
Hartman,  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  106,  killed  in  the  World 
War  September  27,  1918. 

April  4,  1927,  the  Worshipful  Master  directed  the  Junior 
Warden  to  prefer  charges  against  Brother  Charles  A.  Kiehl, 
and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  act  on  the  same.  Septem¬ 
ber  5  the  committee  reported,  finding  said  Charles  A.  Kiehl 
guilty  of  un-Masonic  conduct  and  recommended  his  expul¬ 
sion.  The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted  and  the 
brother  was  expelled  from  the  Lodge. 

May  5,  1930,  by  virtue  of  a  dispensation  from  the  R.  W. 
Grand  Master,  Brother  Stephens  Carbon  Wolfe,  P.  M.,  was 
elected  and  installed  as  Secretary  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused 
by  the  death  of  Brother  William  C.  King,  P.  M. 
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ONLY  one  member  participated  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

Brother  James  Davidson  was  Surgeon  of  the  Fifth  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Battalion. 

In  the  War  of  1812  soldiers  from  Lycoming  County  be¬ 
longed  to  the  Tenth  Division,  First  Brigade.  Only  532  men 
were  drafted  in  the  whole  division  and  they  were  not  called 
into  service. 

Brother  John  Cummings  was  a  Brigadier  General. 

Brother  Samuel  Stewart  was  a  Brigade  Inspector. 

Brother  William  Cox  Ellis  was  a  Draft  Commissioner. 

In  the  Mexican  War  only  four  served  from  Lycoming 
County  and  none  of  them  were  members  of  the  Lodge. 

In  the  Civil  War  the  following  members  volunteered: 
Brother  E.  V.  V.  Higgins,  Captain  Company  H,  Two  Hun¬ 
dred  Third  Regiment,  died  in  the  hospital  at  Fortress  Mon¬ 
roe;  Brother  Charles  B.  Davis,  Captain  Company  G,  One 
Hundred  Thirty- first  Regiment;  Brother  Samuel  M.  Beck, 
Brother  Jess  Fulmer,  Brother  William  V.  Higgins,  and  Broth¬ 
er  Henry  C.  Parsons,  Company  A,  Eleventh  Regiment,  all 
three  months  men. 

The  following  were  made  Masons  while  in  service: 

Brother  William  Butler  Beck  served  in  Company  A, 
Eleventh  Regiment,  and  then  entered  West  Point;  served  with 
the  United  States  Artillery  and  retired  as  Colonel.  He  was 
nearly  93  years  of  age  when  he  died  on  May  28,  1930. 

Brother  Thomas  S.  Doebler,  served  in  Company  A, 
Eleventh  Regiment,  and  then  enlisted  in  the  regular  army 
and  earned  a  commission. 

Brother  William  N.  Jones,  served  with  the  Repasz  Band 
and  then  re-enlisted  becoming  a  Captain. 
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Brother  William  F.  Logan  was  an  Assistant  Surgeon  of 
the  Board  of  Enrollment. 


In  the  Spanish  War,  Brother  William  Clarence  King  was 
the  only  member  of  the  Lodge  to  enlist,  because  he  was  the 
only  one  connected  with  the  National  Guard  at  that  time. 
Brother  King  enlisted  as  Major  of  the  Twelfth  Regiment, 
N.  G.  P.  Afterwards  he  resigned  and  was  commissioned 
Captain  of  Company  M,  Twenty-eighth  Regiment,  U.  S.  Vol. 
Inf.,  and  served  in  the  Philippine  Islands.  When  mustered 
out  he  resumed  his  rank  as  Major  of  the  Twelfth  Regiment, 
N.  G.  P.,  and  was  retired  as  Lieutenant  Colonel. 

In  the  World  War  Brother  William  Ray  Hartman  was 
killed  in  action. 

Brother  Lester  K.  Ade  was  commissioned  Lieutenant, 
officers’  reserve  training  camp,  1917,  was  attached  to  the 
Three  Hundred  Sixty-first  Infantry  at  Camp  Lewis,  Wash., 
and  to  the  Eighth  Infantry  at  Camp  Fremont,  Cal.,  1918,  and 
served  in  the  A.  E.  F.  in  Siberia. 

Brother  Edgar  Munson  was  Major  Judge  Advocate,  U.  S. 
Army,  1918,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Judge  Advocate  in 
1919. 


The  following  members  also  served: 


Emmett  C.  Allison 
Edgar  Antes 
John  N.  Ault 
Walter  E.  Baker 
August  K.  Ball 
James  A.  Bayne 
James  A.  Belyea 
B.  Clifford  Bowman 
Vernon  Bowman 
James  M.  Brennan 
Charles  G.  Brewer 
Carl  G.  Brown 
James  L.  Budinger 


William  C.  Burr 
B.  Eugene  Crites 
Floyd  G.  Davidson 
Dale  D.  Hollenbaugh 
David  H.  Kinley 
Isaac  D.  Kinley 
J.  Alden  Knight,  Jr. 
Frank  W.  Koch 
John  0.  Kutz 
Frank  W.  Lowry 
Harry  C.  MacDonald 
Robert  0.  Meredith 
Garrett  C.  Mitchell 
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Everett  S.  Moyer 
Frank  E.  Moyer 
John  H.  Myers 
Elna  H.  Nelson 
Wilbur  H.  Norcross 
Lynn  A.  M.  Overdorff 
Roy  E.  Duck 
C.  Bruce  Earnest 
Frank  W.  Earnest,  Jr. 
John  Ward  Fisher 
Orville  S.  Frank 
Aaron  R.  Gardner 
Morris  D.  Gilmore 


Huston  E.  Good 
Carl  W.  Herdic 
Elmer  J.  Hill,  Jr. 
Jackson  M.  Painter 
John  R.  Robertson 
David  A.  Seitzer 
Clarence  S.  Shope 
M.  Lincoln  Smith 
John  A.  Wagner 
William  H.  Wehr 
Frederick  E.  Wilson 
H.  Merrill  Winner 
L.  Stuart  Young 
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Officers  of  £odge  cTVo.  106 

1806 

William  Hepburn,  Worshipful  Master 

James  Davidson,  P.  M.,  Senior  Warden  Samuel  Coleman,  Treasurer 
Samuel  Coleman,  Junior  Warden  John  Kidd,  Sec’y. 

1807 

William  Hepburn,  Worshipful  Master 

Samuel  Coleman,  Senior  Warden  Samuel  Coleman,  Treasurer 
James  Cummings,  Junior  Warden  James  Stewart,  Secy ; 

1808 

Samuel  Coleman,  Worshipful  Master 

John  Cummings,  Senior  Warden  Joseph  Williams,  Treasurer 

William  Brindle,  Sec’y. 


1809 

James  Stewart,  Worshipful  Master 

William  Brindle,  Senior  Warden  John  Carothers,  Treasurer 
William  Best,  Junior  Warden  William  Watson,  Sec’y . 


1810 

John  Cummings,  Worshipful  Master 

William  Best,  Senior  Warden  John  Hayes,  Treasurer 

Joseph  Williams,  Junior  Warden  William  Watson,  Sec’y. 

1811 

William  Hepburn,  Worshipful  Master 

James  Stewart,  P.  M.,  Senior  Warden  Joseph  Wallis,  Treasurer 
James  McClintock,  Junior  Warden  William  Brindle,  Sec’y. 
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1812 

John  Cummings,  Worshipful  Master 

William  Brindle,  Senior  Warden  Joseph  J.  Wallis,  Treasurer 
James  McClintock,  Junior  Warden  William  Brindle,  Sec’y. 

1813 

John  Cummings,  Worshipful  Master 

James  McClintock,  Senior  Warden  Joseph  J.  Wallis,  Treasurer 
John  McMeens,  Junior  Warden  William  Hepburn,  Sec’y. 


1814 

James  Cummings,  Worshipful  Master 

James  Gibson,  Senior  Warden  Joseph  Lenover,  Treasurer 

Joseph  J.  Wallis,  Junior  Warden  M.  Heylman,  Sec’y. 

1815 

William  Hepburn,  Worshipful  Master 

John  Cummings,  P.  M.,  Senior  Warden  James  Cummings,  P.  M.,  Treas. 
John  Sloan,  Junior  Warden  Joseph  J.  Wallis,  Sec’y. 


1816 

John  Cummings,  Worshipful  Master 

James  Gibson,  Senior  Warden  James  Cummings,  P.  M.,  Treas . 

John  Carothers,  Junior  Warden  M.  Heylman,  Sec’y . 

1817 

John  Sloan,  Worshipful  Master 
Samuel  Shoemaker,  Senior  Warden  M.  Heylman,  Sec’y . 

1818 

Joseph  J.  Wallis,  Worshipful  Master 

John  Sloan,  Senior  Warden  James  Cummings,  Treasurer 

John  Piatt,  Junior  Warden  M.  Heylman,  Sec’y. 
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1819 

James  Cummings,  Worshipful  Master 

John  Hays,  Senior  Warden  Joseph  J.  Wallis,  Treasurer 

John  Carothers,  Junior  Warden  M.  Heylman,  Secy . 

1820 

John  Hays,  Worshipful  Master 

John  Carothers,  Senior  Warden  Joseph  J.  Wallis,  Treasurer 
James  Mackey,  Junior  Warden  M.  Heylman,  Sec’y. 


1821 

John  Cummings,  Worshipful  Master 

John  Carothers,  Senior  Warden  Joseph  Hall,  Treasurer 
John  Turk,  Junior  Warden  M.  Heylman,  Sec  y. 

1822 

John  Turk,  Worshipful  Master 

Henry  Lenhart,  Senior  Warden  Joseph  Hall,  Treasurer 

Robert  Allen,  Junior  Warden  Espy  Van  Horn,  Sec9 y. 

1823 

Joseph  J.  Wallis,  Worshipful  Master 

Robert  Allen,  Senior  Warden  Joseph  Hall,  Treasurer 

John  Eason,  Junior  Warden  Philip  Krebs,  Sec9 y. 


1824 

Henry  Lenhart,  Worshipful  Master 

Edward  Calvert,  Senior  Warden  Joseph  Hall,  Treasurer 
Jeremiah  Tallman,  Junior  Warden  Philip  Krebs,  Sec’y. 

1825 

John  Turk,  Worshipful  Master 

Jeremiah  Tallman,  Senior  Warden  John  Eason,  Junior  Warden 
Henry  Lenhart,  P.  M.,  Treasurer  Espy  Van  Horn,  Sec  y. 
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John  I.  Sims 
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Free  and  Accepted  Masons 


1826 

Henry  Lenhart,  W or  shipful  Master 

Amzi  Cooley,  Senior  Warden  Jeremiah  Tallman,  Treasurer 

John  Smith,  Junior  Warden  Robert  Fleming,  Sec’y. 


1827 

Henry  Lenhart,  Worshipful  Master 

Robert  Fleming,  Senior  Warden  Jeremiah  Tallman,  Treasurer 
James  Hepburn,  Junior  Warden  Charles  G.  Heylman,  Sec’y. 

1828 

Henry  Lenhart,  Worshipful  Master 

Edward  Calvert,  Senior  Warden  Jeremiah  Tallman,  Treasurer 
Joseph  W.  Smith,  Junior  Warden  Charles  G.  Heylman,  Sec’y. 

1829 

Henry  Lenhart,  Worshipful  Master 

Amzi  Cooley,  Senior  Warden  Joseph  J.  Williams,  Treasurer 

Joseph  W.  Smith,  Junior  Warden  James  C.  Funston,  Sec’y. 

1846 

Henry  Lenhart,  Worshipful  Master 

Robert  Fleming,  Senior  Warden  Joseph  J.  Williams,  Treasurer 
John  Smith,  Junior  Warden  J.  L.  Abrams,  Secy. 


1847 

Robert  Fleming,  Worshipful  Master 

John  M.  Maynard,  Senior  Warden  Apollos  Woodward,  Treasurer 
J.  L.  Abrams,  Junior  Warden  Henry  Lenhart,  Sec’y. 


1848 

Robert  Fleming,  Worshipful  Master 

William  F.  Packer,  Senior  Warden  Apollos  Woodward,  Treasurer 
Joseph  B.  Torbet,  Junior  Warden  Charles  Low,  Sec’y. 
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1849 

William  F.  Packer,  Worshipful  Master 

Charles  Low,  Senior  Warden  Apollos  Woodward,  Treasurer 

Charles  D.  Eldred,  Junior  Warden  A.  J.  Little,  Sec’y. 

1850 

Robert  Fleming,  Worshipful  Master 

William  J.  Clark,  Senior  Warden  Apollos  Woodward,  Treasurer 
Hepburn  McClure,  Junior  Warden  A.  J.  Little,  Sec’y. 

1851 

Charles  D.  Eldred,  Worshipful  Master 

Hepburn  McClure,  Senior  Warden  Apollos  Woodward,  Treasurer 
J.  H.  Fulmer,  Junior  Warden  S.  F.  Green,  Sec  y. 

1852 

Charles  D.  Eldred,  Worshipful  Master 

Lightner  S.  Stroman,  Senior  Warden  Apollos  Woodward,  Treasurer 
Charles  Kalfus,  Junior  Warden  Hepburn  McClure,  Sec’y. 


1853 

Hepburn  McClure,  Worshipful  Master 

Charles  Kalfus,  Senior  Warden  Apollos  Woodward,  Treasurer 
Henry  A.  Wentler,  Junior  Warden  Robert  Fleming,  Sec’y. 

1854 

Hepburn  McClure,  Worshipful  Master 

Henry  A.  Wentler,  Senior  Warden  Apollos  Woodward,  Treasurer 
Herman  J.  Fisher,  Junior  Warden  Robert  Fleming,  Sec’y. 

1855 

Henry  Wentler,  Worshipful  Master 

Herman  J.  Fisher,  Senior  Warden  Apollos  Woodward,  Treasurer 
John  W.  Hays,  Junior  Warden  Robert  Fleming,  Sec’y. 
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1856 

Charles  D.  Eldred,  W or  shipful  Master 

George  J.  Pfontz,  Senior  Warden  Apollos  Woodward,  Treasurer 
John  R.  Campbell,  Junior  Warden  N.  Ross,  Sec9 y. 


1857 

John  Walker  Hays,  Worshipful  Master 

Thomas  M.  Rathmell,  Senior  Warden  Apollos  Woodward,  Treasurer 
B.  F.  Kemp,  Junior  Warden  H.  J.  Fisher,  Sec9y . 


1858 

Robert  Fleming,  Worshipful  Master 

C.  A.  Stancliff,  Senior  Warden  Apollos  Woodward,  Treasurer 
Charles  Davis,  Junior  Warden  Jesse  Fullmer,  Sec9 y. 


1859 

Robert  Fleming,  Worshipful  Master 

Charles  B.  Davis,  Senior  Warden  Samuel  M.  Crans,  Treasurer 
Jesse  Fullmer,  Junior  Warden  John  S.  Fisher,  Secy . 


1860 

Robert  Fleming,  Worshipful  Master 

F.  D.  Green,  Senior  Warden  Samuel  Jones,  Treasurer 

Charles  Doebler,  Junior  Warden  J.  W.  Leonard,  Sec’y . 

1861 

Robert  Fleming,  Worshipful  Master 

Charles  R.  Doebler,  Senior  Warden  Samuel  Jones,  Treasurer 
Henry  C.  Parsons,  Junior  Warden  J.  W.  Leonard,  Sec9y. 
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1862 

William  F.  Logan,  Worshipful  Master 

Henry  C.  Parsons,  Senior  Warden  Samuel  Jones,  Treasurer 
William  V.  Higgins,  Junior  Warden  J.  W.  Leonard,  Sec  y. 

Trustees: 

V.  S.  Doebler  J.  H.  Fulmer 

John  W.  Hays,  P.  M. 

1863 

Henry  C.  Parsons,  Worshipful  Master 

William  Y.  Higgins,  Senior  Warden  Samuel  Jones,  Treasurer 
Alexander  Beede,  Junior  Warden  James  Goodlander,  Sec9 y. 

1864 

William  F.  Logan,  Worshipful  Master 

Alexander  Beede,  Senior  Warden  Samuel  Jones,  Treasurer 
F.  D.  Green,  Junior  Warden  James  Goodlander,  Sec9 y. 


1865 

Samuel  Y.  Polk,  Worshipful  Master 

James  Goodlander,  Senior  Warden  Samuel  Jones,  Treasurer 
George  S.  Snyder,  Junior  Warden  S.  G.  Vangelder,  Sec9 y. 

Trustees: 

John  W.  Hays,  P.  M.  H.  C.  Parsons,  P.  M. 

W.  F.  Logan,  P.  M. 

1866 

James  Goodlander,  Worshipful  Master 

George  S.  Snyder,  Senior  Warden  Samuel  Jones,  Treasurer 
William  R.  Prior,  Junior  Warden  Edward  A.  Cornell,  Sec9 y. 

Trustees: 

John  W.  Hays,  P.  M.  W.  F.  Logan,  P.  M. 


H.  C.  Parsons,  P.  M. 
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1867 

George  S.  Snyder,  Worshipful  Master 

William  R.  Prior,  Senior  Warden  Samuel  Jones,  Treasurer 
Thomas  M.  Rathmell,  Junior  W arden  Edward  A.  Cornell,  Sec’ y. 

Trustees : 

William  F.  Logan,  P.  M.  Henry  C.  Parsons,  P.  M. 

John  W.  Hays,  P.  M. 

1868 

William  R.  Prior,  Worshipful  Master 

Thomas  M.  Rathmell,  Senior  Warden  Samuel  Jones,  Treasurer 
William  N.  Jones,  Junior  Warden  Edward  A.  Cornell,  Sec  y. 

Trustees: 

William  F.  Logan,  P.  M.  Henry  C.  Parsons,  P.  M. 

John  W.  Hays,  P.  M. 

1869 

Thomas  M.  Rathmell,  Worshipful  Master 

William  N.  Jones,  Senior  Warden  Samuel  Jones,  Treasurer 
William  M.  Bass,  Junior  Warden  William  R.  Prior,  Sec’y . 

Trustees: 

William  F.  Logan,  P.  M.  Henry  C.  Parsons,  P.  M. 

John  W.  Hays,  P.  M. 

1870 

William  N.  Jones,  Worshipful  Master 

Ezra  Canfield,  Senior  Warden  Samuel  Jones,  Treasurer 

Alfred  M.  Haswell,  Junior  Warden  William  R.  Prior,  Sec’y. 

Trustees: 

E.  G.  Heylman  Henry  C.  Parsons,  P.  M. 

Samuel  W.  Smith 
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1871 

Ezra  Canfield,  Worshipful  Master 

Alfred  M.  Haswell,  Senior  Warden  Samuel  Jones,  Treasurer 
Edwin  G.  Fay,  Junior  Warden  William  R.  Prior,  Sec’ y. 

Trustees: 

E.  G.  Heylman  Henry  C.  Parsons,  P.  M. 

Samuel  W.  Smith 


1872 

Alfred  M.  Haswell,  Worshipful  Master 

Louis  Schneider,  Senior  Warden  Joab  H.  Watson,  Treasurer 
Daniel  B.  Else,  Junior  Warden  William  R.  Prior,  Sec’y. 


Daniel  W.  Smith 


Trustees: 

Henry  C.  Parsons,  P.  M. 
John  W.  Hays,  P.  M. 


1873 

Louis  Schneider,  Worshipful  Master 

Daniel  B.  Else,  Senior  Warden  John  W.  Hays,  P.  M.,  Treasurer 
John  F.  Laedlein,  Junior  Warden  William  R.  Prior,  P.  M.,  Secy. 

Trustees: 

Ezra  Canfield,  P.M.  Thomas  M.  Rathmell,  P.  M. 

William  N.  Jones,  P.  M. 

1874 

Daniel  B.  Else,  Worshipful  Master 

John  F.  Laedlein,  Senior  Warden  John  W.  Hays,  P.  M.,  Treasurer 
William  W.  Baird,  Junior  Warden  William R. Prior, P. M., Secy. 

Trustees: 

Ezra  Canfield,  P.  M.  Thomas  M.  Rathmell,  P.  M. 

William  N.  Jones,  P.  M. 
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1875 

John  F.  Laedlein,  Worshipful  Master 

William  W.  Baird,  Senior  Warden  John  W.  Hays,  P.  M.,  Treasurer 
James  N.  Kline,  Junior  Warden  William  R.  Prior,  P.  M.,  Secy . 

Trustees: 

Ezra  Canfield,  P.  M.  Thomas  M.  Rathmell,  P.  M. 

William  N.  Jones,  P.  M. 

1876 

John  F.  Laedlein,  Worshipful  Master 

James  N.  Kline,  Senior  Warden  John  W.  Hays,  P.  M.,  Treasurer 
Joseph  T.  Long,  Junior  Warden  William  R.  Prior,  P.  M.,  Sec’y. 

Trustees : 

J.  Wood  Mussina  Alfred  M.  Haswell 

Alfred  M.  Smith 

1877 

James  N.  Kline,  Worshipful  Master 

Joseph  T.  Long,  Senior  Warden  John  W.  Hays,  P.  M.,  Treasurer 
J.  Wood  Mussina,  Junior  Warden  William  R.  Prior,  P.  M.,  Sec’y. 

Trustees: 

Alfred  M.  Haswell  James  W.  P.  Parsons 

Louis  Schneider 

1878 

Joseph  T.  Long,  Worshipful  Master 

J.  Wood  Mussina,  Senior  Warden  John  W.  Hays,  P.  M.,  Treasurer 
Hiram  R.  Rhoads,  Junior  Warden  William  R.  Prior,  P.  M.,  Sec’y. 

Trustees: 

Alfred  M.  Haswell  James  W.  P.  Parsons 

Louis  Schneider 
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1879  and  1880 

J.  Wood  Mussina,  W or  shipful  Master 

Hiram  R.  Rhoads,  Senior  Warden  John  W.  Hays,  P.  M.,  Treas. 
Frank  J.  Richards,  Junior  Warden  William  R.  Prior,  P.  M.,  Secy. 

Trustees: 

Alfred  M.  Haswell,  P.  M.  Louis  Schneider,  P.  M. 

Jacob  S.  Maxwell 

1881 

Hiram  R.  Rhoads,  Worshipful  Master 

Frank  J.  Richards,  Senior  Warden  John  W.  Hays,  P.  M.,  Treas. 
Ezra  Rathmell,  Junior  Warden  William  R.  Prior,  P.  M.,  Sec9y. 

Trustees: 

J.  Wood  Mussina,  P.  M.  Louis  Schneider,  P.  M. 

Jacob  S.  Maxwell 

1882 

Frank  J.  Richards,  Worshipful  Master 

Ezra  Rathmell,  Senior  Warden  John  W.  Hays,  P.  M.,  Treas. 
Alfred  H.  Wheelock,  Junior  JFarderc  William  R.  Prior,  P.  M.,  Sec’y. 

Trustees: 

J.  Wood  Mussina,  P.  M.  Louis  Schneider,  P.  M. 

Jacob  S.  Maxwell 

1883 

Ezra  Rathmell,  Worshipful  Master 

Alfred  S.  Wheelock,  Senior  Warden  John  W.  Hays,  P.  M.,  Treas. 
William  H.  Bloom,  Junior  Warden  William R. Prior, P. M., Secy. 

Trustees: 

J.  Wood  Mussina,  P.  M.  Louis  Schneider,  P.  M. 

Jacob  S.  Maxwell 
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William  Henry  Painter 
1901 


George  T.  Trimble 
1902 


William  Packer  Clarke 
1904 


John  Paul  Suess 
1899 


N.  Robert  Hubbard 
1900 


William  Clarence  King 
1898  


Truman  P.  Reitmeyer 
1897 


James  A.  Gibson 
1903 


Worshipful  Masters  Lodge  No.  106.  1897-1904 


Free  and  Accepted  Masons 


1884 

Alfred  H.  Wheelock,  W orshipful  Master 

William  H.  Bloom,  Senior  Warden  John  W.  Hays,  P.  M.,  Treasurer 
Charles  V.  Runkle,  Junior  Warden  William R. Prior, P. M., Secy. 

Trustees: 

J.  Wood  Mussina,  P.  M.  Louis  Schneider,  P.  M. 

Jacob  S.  Maxwell 

1885 

William  H.  Bloom,  Worshipful  Master 

Charles  V.  Runkle,  Senior  Warden  John  W.  Hays,  P.  M.,  Treasurer 
Joseph  C.  Righter,  Junior  Warden  William  R.  Prior,  P.  M.,  Sec’y. 

Trustees: 

J.  Wood  Mussina,  P.  M.  Louis  Schneider,  P.  M. 

Jacob  S.  Maxwell 

1886 

Charles  V.  Runkle,  Worshipful  Master 

Joseph  C.  Righter,  Senior  Warden  John  W.  Hays,  P.  M.,  Treasurer 
Timothy  S.  Clark,  Junior  Warden  William  R.  Prior,  P.  M.,  Secy . 

Trustees: 

J.  Wood  Mussina,  P.  M.  Louis  Schneider,  P.  M. 

Jacob  S.  Maxwell 

1887-1888 

Joseph  C.  Righter,  Worshipful  Master 

Timothy  S.  Clark,  Senior  Warden  John  W.  Hays,  P.  M.,  Treasurer 
George  D.  Moore,  Junior  Warden  William  R.  Prior,  P.  M.,  Sec  y. 

Trustees: 

J.  Wood  Mussina,  P.  M.  Louis  Schneider,  P.  M. 

Jacob  S.  Maxwell 
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1889-1890 

Timothy  S.  Clark,  Worshipful  Master 

George  D.  Moore,  Senior  Warden  John  W.  Hays,  P.  M.,  Treasurer 
John  I.  Sims,  Junior  Warden  William  R.  Prior,  P.  M.,  Sec’ y. 

Trustees: 

J.  Wood  Mussina,  P.  M.  Louis  Schneider,  P.  M. 

Jacob  S.  Maxwell 

1891 

George  D.  Moore,  Worshipful  Master 

John  I.  Sims,  Senior  Warden  John  W.  Hays,  P.  M.,  Treasurer 

John  King  Hays,  Junior  Warden  William  R.  Prior,  P.  M.,  Secy . 

Trustees : 

J.  Wood  Mussina,  P.  M.  Louis  Schneider,  P.  M. 

Jacob  S.  Maxwell 

1892 

John  I.  Sims,  Worshipful  Master 

John  King  Hays,  Senior  Warden  John  W.  Hays,  P.  M.,  Treasurer 
Walter  C.  Gilmore,  Junior  Warden  William  R.  Prior,  P.  M.,  Sec  y. 

Trustees: 

J.  Wood  Mussina,  P.  M.  Louis  Schneider,  P.  M. 

Jacob  S.  Maxwell 

1893 

John  King  Hays,  Worshipful  Master 

Walter  C.  Gilmore,  Senior  Warden  John  W.  Hays,  P.  M.,  Treasurer 
Herbert  R.  Laird,  Junior  Warden  William R. Prior, P. M., Secy. 

Trustees: 

J.  Wood  Mussina,  P.  M.  Louis  Schneider,  P.  M. 

Jacob  S.  Maxwell 
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1894 

Walter  C.  Gilmore,  Worshipful  Master 

Herbert  R.  Laird,  Senior  Warden  John  W.  Hays,  P.  M.,  Treasurer 
Irvin  T.  Huff,  Junior  Warden  William  R.  Prior,  P.  M.,  Sec  y. 

Trustees : 

J.  Wood  Mussina,  P.  M.  Louis  Schneider,  P.  M. 

Jacob  S.  Maxwell 

1895 

Herbert  R.  Laird,  Worshipful  Master 

Irvin  T.  Huff,  Senior  Warden  John  W.  Hays,  P.  M.,  Treasurer 

John  G.  Reading,  Junior  Warden  William  R.  Prior,  P.  M.,  Sec  y. 

Trustees: 

J.  Wood  Mussina,  P.  M.  Louis  Schneider,  P.  M. 

Jacob  S.  Maxwell 

1896 

Ezra  Rathmell,  Worshipful  Master 

Truman  P.  Reitmeyer,  Past  Master  John  W.  Hays,  P.  M.,  Treasurer 
William  C.  King,  Junior  Warden  William  R.  Prior,  P.  M.,  Sec9 y. 

Trustees: 

J.  Wood  Mussina,  P.  M.  Louis  Schneider,  P.  M. 

Jacob  S.  Maxwell 

1897 

Truman  P.  Reitmeyer,  Worshipful  Master 

William  C.  King,  Senior  Warden  John  W.  Hays,  P.  M.,  Treasurer 
John  Paul  Suess,  Junior  Warden  William  R.  Prior,  P.  M.,  Sec  y. 

Trustees: 

J.  Wood  Mussina,  P.  M.  Louis  Schneider,  P.  M. 

William  N.  Jones,  P.  M. 
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1898 

William  Clarence  King,  Worshipful  Master 

John  Paul  Suess,  Senior  Warden  John  W.  Hays,  P.  M.,  Treas. 

N.  Robert  Hubbard,  Junior  Warden  William  R.  Prior,  P.  M.,  Sec’y. 

Trustees : 

J.  Wood  Mussina,  P.  M.  Louis  Schneider,  P.  M. 

William  N.  Jones,  P.  M. 

1899 

John  Paul  Suess,  Worshipful  Master 

N.  Robert  Hubbard,  Senior  Warden  John  H.  Watson,  Treasurer 
William  H.  Painter,  Junior  Warden  William R. Prior, P. M., Secy. 

Trustees: 

J.  Wood  Mussina,  P.  M.  Louis  Schneider,  P.  M. 

William  N.  Jones,  P.  M. 

1900 

N.  Robert  Hubbard,  Worshipful  Master 

William  H.  Painter,  Senior  Warden  John  H.  Watson,  Treasurer 
George  T.  Trimble,  Junior  Warden  William  R.  Prior,  P.  M.,  Sec9 y. 

Trustees: 

J.  Wood  Mussina,  P.  M.  Louis  Schneider,  P.  M. 

William  N.  Jones,  P.  M. 

1901 

William  Henry  Painter,  Worshipful  Master 

George  T.  Trimble,  Senior  Warden  John  H.  Watson,  Treasurer 
James  A.  Gibson,  Junior  Warden  William  R.  Prior,  P.  M.,  Sec9 y. 

Trustees: 

J.  Wood  Mussina,  P.  M.  Louis  Schneider,  P.  M. 

William  N.  Jones,  P.  M. 
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1902 

George  T.  Trimble,  Worshipful  Master 

James  A.  Gibson,  Senior  Warden  John  Paul  Suess,  P.  M.,  Treas. 

William  P.  Clarke,  Junior  Warden  William  R.  Prior,  P.  M.,  Secy. 

Trustees: 

J.  Wood  Mussina,  P.  M.  Louis  Schneider,  P.  M. 

Timothy  S.  Clark,  P.  M. 

1903 

James  A.  Gibson,  W  or  shipful  Master 

William  P.  Clarke,  Senior  Warden  John  Paul  Suess,  P.  M.,  Treas. 
George  E.  Graff,  Junior  Warden  William R. Prior, P. M., Secy. 

Trustees: 

J.  Wood  Mussina,  P.  M.  Louis  Schneider,  P.  M. 

Timothy  S.  Clark,  P.  M. 


1904 

William  Packer  Clarke,  Worshipful  Master 

George  E.  Graff,  Senior  Warden  John  Paul  Suess,  P.  M.,  Treas. 
T.  Herbert  Riley,  Junior  Warden  William  R.  Prior,  P.  M.,  Sec9y. 

Trustees: 

J.  Wood  Mussina,  P.  M.  Louis  Schneider,  P.  M. 

Timothy  S.  Clark,  P.  M. 


1905 

George  Erieg  Graff,  Worshipful  Master 

T.  Herbert  Riley,  Senior  Warden  John  Paul  Suess,  P.  M.,  Treas. 
R.  Perry  Blackburn,  Junior  Warden  William  C.  King,  P.  M.,  Sec’y. 


Trustees: 

J.  Wood  Mussina,  P.  M.  Louis  Schneider,  P.  M. 

Timothy  S.  Clark,  P.  M. 
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1906 

Thomas  Herbert  Riley,  Worshipful  Master 

R.  Perry  Blackburn,  Senior  Warden  John  Paul  Suess,  P.  M.,  Treas. 
James  R.  Baker,  Junior  Warden  William  C.  King,  P.  M.,  Sec’y. 

Trustees: 

J.  Wood  Mussina,  P.  M.  Timothy  S.  Clark,  P.  M. 

Joseph  C.  Righter,  P.  M. 

1907 

Robert  Perry  Blackburn,  Worshipful  Master 

James  R.  Baker,  Senior  Warden  John  Paul  Suess,  P.  M.,  Treas. 

Charles  Schneider,  Junior  Warden  William C. King, P. M., Secy. 

Trustees: 

J.  Wood  Mussina,  P.  M.  Timothy  S.  Clark,  P.  M. 

Joseph  C.  Righter,  P.  M. 

i 

1908 

James  Robinson  Baker,  Worshipful  Master 

Charles  Schneider,  Senior  Warden  John  Paul  Suess,  P.  M.,  Treas. 
Lamont  R.  Rentz,  Junior  Warden  William  C.  King,  P.  M.,  Sec’y. 

Trustees: 

J.  Wood  Mussina,  P.  M.  Timothy  S.  Clark,  P.  M. 

Joseph  C.  Righter,  P.  M. 

1909 

Charles  Schneider,  W  or  shipful  Master 

Lamont  R.  Rentz,  Senior  Warden  John  Paul  Suess,  P.  M.,  Treas. 
Charles  Kahn,  Junior  Warden  William  C.  King,  P.  M.,  Sec’y. 

Trustees: 

J.  Wood  Mussina,  P.  M.  Timothy  S.  Clark,  P.  M. 

Joseph  C.  Righter,  P.  M. 
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1910 

Lamont  Reuben  Rentz,  Worshipful  Master 

Charles  Kahn,  Senior  Warden  John  Paul  Suess,  P.  M.,  Treas. 

C.  Wilbur  Sallada,  Junior  Warden  William  C.  King,  P.  M.,  Secy. 

Trustees: 

J.  Wood  Mussina,  P.  M.  Timothy  S.  Clark,  P.  M. 

Joseph  C.  Righter,  P.  M. 

1911 

Charles  Kahn,  W  or  shipful  Master 

C.  Wilbur  Sallada,  Senior  Warden  John  Paul  Suess,  P.  M.,  Treas. 
S.  Carbon  Wolfe,  Junior  Warden  William  C.  King,  P.  M.,  Secy. 

Trustees : 

J.  Wood  Mussina,  P.  M.  Timothy  S.  Clark,  P.  M. 

Joseph  C.  Righter,  P.  M. 


1912 

Chalres  Wilbur  Sallada,  Worshipful  Master 

S.  Carbon  Wolfe,  Senior  Warden  John  Paul  Suess,  P.  M.,  Treas. 
Arthur  L.  Pepperman,  Junior  Warden  William  C.  King,  P.  M.,  Sec’y. 

Trustees: 

J.  Wood  Mussina,  P.  M.  Joseph  C.  Righter,  P.  M. 

R.  Perry  Blackburn,  P.  M. 


1913 

S.  Carbon  Wolfe,  Worshipful  Master 

Arthur  L.  Pepperman,  Senior  Warden  John  Paul  Suess,  P.  M.,  Treas. 
William  F.  Laedlein,  Junior  Warden  William C. King, P. M., Secy. 


Trustees: 

Joseph  C.  Righter,  P.  M.  William  H.  Painter,  P.  M. 

R.  Perry  Blackburn,  P.  M. 
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1914 

Arthur  Llewellyn  Pepperman,  Worshipful  Master 

William  F.  Laedlein,  Senior  Warden  John  Paul  Suess,  P.  M.,  Treas. 
George  M.  Busch,  Junior  Warden  William  C.  King,  P.  M.,  Sec’y. 

Trustees: 

Joseph  C.  Righter,  P.  M.  R.  Perry  Blackburn,  P.  M. 

William  H.  Painter,  P.  M. 

1915 

William  Fink  Laedlein,  Worshipful  Master 

George  M.  Busch,  Senior  Warden  John  Paul  Suess,  P.  M.,  Treas. 

Charles  C.  MacMinn,  Junior  Warden  William  C.  King,  P.  M.,  Sec’y. 

Trustees: 

William  H.  Painter,  P.  M.  R.  Perry  Blackburn,  P.  M. 

N.  Robert  Hubbard,  P.  M. 

1916 

George  Matthias  Busch,  Worshipful  Master 

Charles  C.  MacMinn,  Senior  Warden  John  Paul  Suess,  P.  M.,  Treas. 
Ira  Franklin  Smith,  Senior  Warden  William  C.  King,  P.  M.,  Sec’y. 

Trustees: 

William  H.  Painter,  P.  M.  R.  Perry  Blackburn,  P.  M. 

N.  Robert  Hubbard,  P.  M. 

1917 

Charles  Clayton  MacMinn,  Worshipful  Master 

Ira  Fraklin  Smith,  Senior  Warden  John  Paul  Suess,  P.  M.,  Treas. 
Edward  L.  Taylor,  Junior  Warden  William  C.  King,  P.  M.,  Sec’y. 

Trustees: 

William  H.  Painter,  P.  M.  R.  Perry  Blackburn,  P.  M. 

N.  Robert  Hubbard,  P.  M. 
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1909 


Thomas  Herbert  Riley 
1906 


Charles  Kahn 
1911 


James  Robinson  Baker 
1908 


George  Erieg  Graff 
1905 


Robert  Perry  Blackburn 
1907 


Charles  Wilbur  Sallada 
1912 
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1918 

Ira  Franklin  Smith,  Worshipful  Master 

Edward  L.  Taylor,  Senior  Warden  John  Paul  Suess,  P.  M.,  Treas. 
Clarence  E.  Shaw,  Junior  Warden  William  C.  King,  P.  M.,  Sec9 y. 

Trustees: 

R.  Perry  Blackburn,  P.  M.  William  H.  Painter,  P.  M. 

N.  Robert  Hubbard,  P.  M. 


1919 

Edward  Leon  Taylor,  Worshipful  Master 

Clarence  E.  Shaw,  Senior  W arden  William  F.  Laedlein,  P.  M.,  T reas . 

Arthur  S.  Gilmore,  Junior  Warden  William C. King, P. M., Secy. 

Trustees : 

R.  Perry  Blackburn,  P.  M.  William  H.  Painter,  P.  M. 

N.  Robert  Hubbard,  P.  M. 

1920 

Clarence  Edward  Shaw,  Worshipful  Master 

Arthur  S.  Gilmore,  Senior  Warden  William  F. Laedlein,  P.M.,  Treas. 
James  H.  Reeder,  Junior  Warden  William  C.  King,  P.  M.,  Sec9y. 

Trustees: 

R.  Perry  Blackburn,  P.  M.  William  H.  Painter,  P.  M. 

N.  Robert  Hubbard,  P.  M. 


1921 

Arthur  Simon  Gilmore,  Worshipful  Master 

James  H.  Reeder,  Senior  W arden  William  F.  Laedlein,  P.  M.,  Treas. 

Lester  K.  Ade,  Junior  Warden  William  C.  King,  P.  M.,  Sec9y. 


Trustees: 

R.  Perry  Blackburn,  P.  M.  William  H.  Painter,  P.  M. 

N.  Robert  Hubbard,  P.  M. 
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1922 

James  Howard  Reeder,  Worshipful  Master 

Lester  K.  Ade,  Senior  W arden  William  F.  Laedlein,  P.  M.,  T reas. 

Edgar  Munson,  Junior  Warden  William  C.  King,  P.  M.,  Sec’y. 

Trustees: 

William  H.  Painter,  P.  M.  R.  Perry  Blackburn,  P.  M. 

N.  Robert  Hubbard,  P.  M. 

1923 

Lester  Kelly  Ade,  Worshipful  Master 

Edgar  Munson,  Senior  W arden  William  F.  Laedlein,  P.  M., Treas. 

Harry  H.  Brennan,  Junior  Warden  William  C.  King,  P.  M.,  Secy. 

Trustees: 

George  E.  Graff,  P.  M.  R.  Perry  Blackburn,  P.  M. 

N.  Robert  Hubbard,  P.  M. 

1924 

Edgar  Munson,  Worshipful  Master 

Harry  H.  Brennan,  Senior  W arden  William  F.  Laedlein,  P.  M.,  T reas. 
Lyons  Mussina,  Junior  Warden  William  C.  King,  P.  M.,  Sec’y. 

Trustees: 

N.  Robert  Hubbard,  P.  M.  R.  Perry  Blackburn,  P.  M. 

George  E.  Graff,  P.  M. 

1925 

Harry  Haines  Brennan,  Worshipful  Master 

Lyons  Mussina,  Senior  W arden  William  F.  Laedlein,  P.  M., T reas. 

Charles  R.  Harer,  Junior  Warden  William  C.  King,  P.  M.,  Secy. 

Trustees: 

N.  Robert  Hubbard,  P.  M.  R.  Perry  Blackburn,  P.  M. 

George  E.  Graff,  P.  M. 
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1926 

Lyons  Mussina,  Worshipful  Master 

Charles  R.  Harer,  Senior  Warden  William  F.  Laedlein,  P.M.,7Yeas. 
Matthew  L.  Smith,  Junior  Warden  William  C.  King,  P.  M.,  Sec  y. 

Trustees : 

R.  Perry  Blackburn,  P.  M.  N.  Robert  Hubbard,  P.  M. 

George  E.  Graff,  P.  M. 

1927 

Charles  Raymond  Harer,  Worshipful  Master 

MatthewLincoln  Smith,  Sr.  W  arden  William  F.  Laedlein,  P.  M.,  T  reas. 
Edgar  Martin  Link,  Junior  Warden  William  C.  King,  P.  M.,  Secy. 

Trustees: 

R.  Perry  Blackburn,  P.  M.  N.  Robert  Hubbard,  P.  M. 

George  E.  Graff,  P.  M. 

1928 

Matthew  Lincoln  Smith,  Worshipful  Master 

Edgar  Martin  Link,  Senior  Warden  William F. Laedlein, F.M.,Treas. 
Frank  Adna  Nicholson,  Jr.  Warden  William  C.  King,  P.  M.,  Sec’y. 

Trustees: 

R.  Perry  Blackburn,  P.  M.  N.  Robert  Hubbard,  P.  M. 

George  E.  Graff,  P.  M. 

1929 

Edgar  Martin  Link,  Worshipful  Master 

Frank  Adna  Nicholson,  Sr.  W arden  William  F.  Laedlein,  P.  M.,  Treas. 
Harold  A.  Brown,  Junior  Warden  William  C.  King,  P.  M.,  Sec’y. 

Trustees: 

R.  Perry  Blackburn,  P.  M.  Ira  Franklin  Smith,  P.  M. 

George  E.  Graff,  P.  M. 
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1930 

Frank  Adna  Nicholson,  Worshipful  Master 

Harold  A.  Brown,  Senior  Warden  William  F.  Laedlein,  P.  M.,  Treas. 
Edgar  Holt  Antes,  Junior  Warden  S.  Carbon  Wolfe,  P.  M.,  Sec’y. 

Trustees: 

R.  Perry  Blackburn,  P.  M.  Ira  Franklin  Smith,  P.  M. 

George  E.  Graff,  P.  M. 

1931 

Harold  Anderson  Brown,  Worshipful  Master 

Edgar  Holt  Antes,  Senior  Warden  William  F.  Laedlein,  P.  M.,  Treas. 

Harvey  Elmer  Stabler,  Junior  Warden  S.  Carbon  Wolfe,  P.  M.,  Sec9y. 

Trustees: 

Charles  Kahn,  P.  M.  Arthur  L.  Pepperman,  P.  M. 

Ira  Franklin  Smith,  P.  M. 
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Worshipful  ^Masters 

1806,  ’07,  ’ll,  15— 

— William  Hepburn,  a  warrant  member 

1808 —  Samuel  Coleman,  a  warrant  member 

1809 —  James  Stewart 

Date  and  birthplace  unknown. 

James  Stewart  was  a  County  Commissioner  1802-05. 

He  was  not  a  member  of  the  Stewart  family  of  Nippenose 
bottoms  nor  of  that  family  of  Long  Reach. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  Oct.  27,  1806. 

Was  elected  Secretary,  Dec.  25,  1806. 

Was  elected  Worshipful  Master  without  serving  as  a  Warden. 
Was  present  at  the  meeting  of  December  28,  1812. 

This  was  the  last  time. 

1810,  ’12,  ’13,  ’16,  21— 

— John  Cummings,  a  warrant  member 

1814,  ’19— 

— James  Cummings,  a  warrant  member 
1817 — John  Sloan 

Date  and  place  of  birth  unknown. 

Was  Postmaster  at  Newberry,  Pa.,  for  some  years. 

Was  a  tavern  keeper  in  Newberry,  Pa. 

Was  made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  March  20,  1810. 

1818  was  Senior  Warden. 

Died  in  1824,  some  time  prior  to  the  meeting  of  Sept.  8. 
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1818,  ’23 — 

— Joseph  Jacob  Wallis 

Born  in  Harford  County,  Maryland,  date  unknown. 

Half  brother  of  Samuel  Wallis,  the  “Land  King”  of  the 
Muncy  farms. 

Was  a  deputy  surveyor  general  of  Pennsylvania. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  Sept.  12,  1810. 

Was  Treasurer  in  1811,  ’12,  ’13  and  again  in  1819-20. 

1820 — John  Hays 

Born  at  Weaversville,  Northampton  County,  Pa.,  Aug.  2, 
1763. 

Came  to  Lycoming  County  in  1789  and  settled  in  Lycoming 
Township,  along  Lycoming  Creek.  In  1806  he  built  the 
stone  house  at  Bridge  No.  3,  where  he  lived  until  his  death. 

In  1806  was  elected  Sheriff. 

Was  an  Elder  in  Lycoming  Presbyterian  Church  at  Newberry. 

Was  made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  Jan.  23,  1807. 

Was  Treasurer  in  1810. 

Died  October  9,  1821. 

1822,  ’25— 

— John  Turk 

Date  and  place  of  birth  unknown. 

In  1821  was  one  of  the  road  commissioners  for  a  road  from 
Loyalsock  Township  to  Elkland  Township  (Now  Sullivan 
County),  long  known  as  the  Turk  Road. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  June  26,  1820. 

Was  Junior  Warden  1821. 

1823  represented  the  Lodge  on  a  Grand  Lodge  committee  to 
consider  the  organization  of  the  Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch 
Chapter. 

April  25,  1823,  prayed  the  Lodge  for  leave  to  open  a  Mark 
Mason  Lodge  and  R.  A.  Chapter  under  the  warrant  of  the 
Lodge,  thus  becoming  the  father  of  Capitular  Masonry  in 
Lycoming  County. 

December  27,  1827,  he  withdrew,  but  in  May,  1828,  he  acted 
as  secretary  pro  tern. 
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1824,  ’26,  ’27,  ’28,  ’29,  ’46— 

— Henry  Lenhart 

Date  and  place  of  birth  unknown. 

Came  to  Williamsport  in  the  Spring  of  1811  and  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  hats.  Later  went  into  the  ministry  of 
the  Methodist  church  and  was  for  a  long  time  in  charge  of 
the  old  Pine  Street  Church.  The  Lodge  owes  more  to 
Brother  Lenhart  than  any  other  member.  He  saved  its  honor 
and  its  very  life.  In  the  Anti-Masonic  riot  of  June,  1829, 
at  the  risk  of  personal  injury,  he  braved  the  anger  of  the 
mob  and  saved  the  Warrant,  minute  books,  and  papers, 
and  kept  them  at  his  own  house  for  seventeen  years.  Made 
a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  May  16,  1821. 

Was  Treasurer  in  1825. 

Was  the  first  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  in  this  district. 

Died  in  October,  1859.  The  Lodge  attended  the  funeral  on 
December  29. 


1847,  ’48,  ’50,  ’58,  ’59,  ’60,  ’61— 

— Robert  Fleming 

Born  in  Clinton  County,  near  where  Lock  Haven  now  is, 
May  12,  1801. 

Admitted  to  the  Bar  of  Lycoming  County  in  1827 ;  settled  in 
Williamsport,  and  practiced  law  until  his  death. 

Elected  to  the  State  Senate,  1836. 

Member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention,  1838. 

Again  elected  to  the  State  Senate  1839. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  February  3,  1825. 

At  the  stated  meeting  in  June,  acted  as  Secretary  pro  tern,  and 
on  motion  continued  to  so  act  for  the  rest  of  the  year. 

At  the  December  meeting  was  elected  Secretary  for  1826. 

At  the  restoration  in  1846  he  was  named  Senior  Warden  in 
the  dispensation. 

Was  Secretary  from  1853-1855. 

Died  May  30,  1855. 
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1849 — William  F.  Packer 

Born  in  Centre  County  April  2,  1807. 

At  the  age  of  thirteen,  he  began  the  printer’s  trade  at  Sun- 
bury  but  completed  his  apprenticeship  at  Belief onte. 

In  1827  he  came  to  Williamsport  and  purchased  an  interest 
in  the  Lycoming  Gazette. 

In  June,  1832,  he  was  appointed  Superintendent  of  the  West 
Branch  Canal. 

In  1836  with  others  he  started  the  “Keystone”  at  Harrisburg. 

In  1839  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  three  Canal  Commis¬ 
sioners. 

In  1842  he  was  appointed  Auditor  General  of  the  State. 

In  1846  he  was  elected  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  but 
by  a  mistake  in  the  count,  his  opponent  was  seated.  The 
next  year  he  was  re-elected  by  a  large  majority. 

He  was  chosen  speaker  of  the  House  during  his  first  term. 

In  1849  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate. 

In  1857  he  was  elected  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 

He  was  a  delegate  to  the  National  Convention  in  1835,  which 
nominated  Martin  Van  Buren  for  President,  and  also  to 
the  convention  in  1856  which  nominated  James  Buchanan 
for  that  office. 

After  the  expiration  of  his  term  as  Governor,  he  returned  to 
Williamsport  where  he  lived  until  his  death. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  3  at  Philadelphia. 

Admitted  to  Lodge  No.  106,  March  1,  1847. 

Died  September  27,  1870. 


1851,  ’52,  ’56— 

— Charles  D.  Eldred 

Born  in  Lycoming  County,  September  12,  1816. 

Educated  by  his  father  at  home,  and  at  17  years  of  age  was 
apprenticed  to  the  Lycoming  Gazette  but  left  in  two  years 
to  attend  school.  After  three  months  of  school  work,  he 
taught  school  in  Nippenose  Valley. 

Until  1841  he  was  engaged  in  newspaper  work  at  Williams¬ 
port. 

April  1,  1841,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  Lycoming 
County,  but  went  to  Lock  Haven,  Pa.,  to  practice. 
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William  Fink  Laedlein 
1915 


George  Matthias  Busch 
1916 


Charles  Clayton  MacMinn 


Stephens  Carbon  Wolfe 

Arthur  L.  Pepperman  1 

1913 

1914  .  I 

Edward  Leon  Taylor 
1919 


Clarence  Edward  Shaw 
1920 
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In  1843  he  was  appointed  Postmaster  of  Lock  Haven. 

In  1844  he  returned  to  Williamsport  and  resumed  the  publi¬ 
cation  of  the  Lycoming  Gazette  until  1851. 

In  1856  he  was  elected  an  associate  Judge  of  Lycoming 
County. 

From  1858  to  1861  he  was  a  collector  of  tolls  on  the  West 
Branch  Canal  at  Williamsport. 

In  1862  he  helped  to  raise  a  militia  company  of  which  he 
was  made  Captain.  They  served  three  months. 

In  the  fall  of  1862  he  was  elected  Prothonotary. 

In  1868  he  moved  to  Muncy  and  engaged  in  surveying  until 
his  death. 

He  was  one  of  the  first  trustees  of  Dickinson  Seminary. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  March  10,  1847. 

Died — 


1853,  ’54— 

— Hepburn  McClure 

Born  in  Williamsport,  November  21,  1809. 

Was  a  son  of  Robert  McClure,  a  warrant  member. 
Admitted  to  the  Bar  of  Lycoming  County,  1830. 
Was  Prothonotary  of  Lycoming  County  one  term. 
Was  Postmaster  of  Williamsport. 

Was  United  States  Commissioner. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  August  25,  1847. 
Was  Secretary  in  1852. 

Died  September  19,  1890. 


1855 — Henry  A.  Winther 

Date  and  place  of  birth  unknown. 

Was  canal  boat  builder  and  had  a  boat  yard  just  below  Penn* 
Street. 

His  name  was  sometimes  spelled  Wenther,  and  he  was  known 
among  his  neighbors  as  Winters. 

He  suffered  business  reverses  in  the  early  sixties;  left  town 
and  probably  never  came  back. 
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1857 — John  Walker  Hays 

Born  in  Lycoming  Township  in  the  stone  house  at  No.  3 
bridge,  February  1,  1829,  a  grandson  of  Brother  John 
Hays,  P.  M. 

Came  to  Williamsport,  1842,  with  his  father. 

Educated  in  the  public  schools  and  the  Williamsport 
Academy. 

Went  to  Lewisburg  to  learn  his  trade  of  tinner. 

In  1852  went  to  California.  Drove  sheep  from  Indiana  to 
Salt  Lake  City.  Spent  the  winter  there  and  then  went  to 
San  Francisco.  Was  taken  with  the  fever  and  came  back 
to  Williamsport  where  he  opened  a  stove  and  tinware 
store,  which  he  managed  until  he  retired. 

Served  in  the  Borough  and  City  Councils. 

Was  one  of  the  County  Auditors  one  term. 

Was  a  director  of  the  Savings  Institution. 

Was  entered,  passed  and  raised  by  Lodge  No.  106  by  virtue 
of  a  dispensation  from  the  Grand  Master,  April  10-12, 
1852. 

Admitted  to  membership  February  15,  1854. 

Served  six  years  as  one  of  the  trustees. 

Was  Treasurer  from  1873  until  his  death. 

M.  E.  H.  Priest,  Lycoming  Chapter,  No.  222,  1871. 

E.  C.  Baldwin  II.  Commandery  No.  22,  1870. 

Died  March  11,  1898. 


1862,  ’6 4r- 

— William  Fullerton  Logan 

Born  in  Westmoreland  County,  August  14,  1826. 

Graduated  at  Washington  and  Jefferson  College. 

Graduated  at  Cleveland  Medical  College,  1851. 

Practiced  medicine  at  Freeport,  Pa.,  and  Watertown,  Wis. 

Came  to  Williamsport,  1859.  Bought  a  drug  store  and  re¬ 
mained  in  the  business  until  his  death. 

Elected  Mayor  of  the  City,  1867.  Re-elected,  1868. 

In  1878  again  elected  Mayor  for  two  years. 
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In  1886  appointed  Postmaster  and  served  four  years. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Watertown  Lodge  No.  49,  Watertown,  Wis. 
Admitted  to  Lodge  No.  106,  December  27,  1860. 

Served  several  years  as  trustee. 

M.  E.  H.  Priest,  Lycoming  Chapter  No.  222,  1870. 

Was  the  first  E.  C.  Baldwin  II.  Commandery  No.  22,  1866-67. 
Died  December  20,  1892. 


1863 — Henry  C.  Parsons 

Born  at  Jersey  Shore,  Pa.,  February  10,  1834. 

Graduated  at  Brown  University,  1854. 

Admitted  to  the  Bar  at  Philadelphia,  1857. 

Came  to  Williamsport  November,  1857,  where  he  practiced 
law  until  his  death. 

Enlisted  twice  in  the  Civil  War.  In  1861,  when  he  was  a 
sergeant;  and  again  in  1864,  when  he  was  made  a  captain. 

Was  a  member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1873-74. 

In  1881  he  was  elected  Mayor  of  the  city. 

In  1882  he  was  made  President  of  the  West  Branch  National 
Bank,  and  continued  in  the  position  until  his  death. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  May  5,  1860. 

Served  as  Trustee  for  many  years. 

Was  the  first  M.  E.  H.  Priest  of  Lycoming  Chapter  No.  222, 
1869. 

Died  November  21,  1898. 


1865 — Simon  V.  Polk 

Date  and  place  of  birth  unknown. 

Came  to  Williamsport  from  Selinsgrove,  Pa.,  and  lived  first 
in  Armstrong  Township. 

Was  a  cabinet  maker  by  trade,  but  worked  for  years  in 
Brother  P.  A.  Molt’s  foundry  as  a  pattern  maker. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  194  at  Selinsgrove,  Pa. 
Admitted  to  Lodge  No.  106,  February  6,  1860. 

Withdrew  December  1,  1884. 
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1866 — James  Goodlander 

Came  to  Lycoming  County  from  Milton,  residing  first  at 
Montoursville,  as  a  cabinet  maker. 

Came  to  Williamsport  to  go  into  the  planing  mill  business. 
Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  April  30,  1856. 

Withdrew  to  become  one  of  the  warrant  members  of  Ivy 
Lodge  No.  397. 

Secretary,  1863-64. 

E.  C.  Baldwin  II.  Commandery  No.  22,  1868. 


1867 — George  S.  Snyder 

Date  and  place  of  birth  unknown. 

Came  to  Williamsport  from  Selinsgrove,  and  with  his  brother 
was  in  the  foundry  business. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  July  30,  1852. 

District  Deputy  Grand  Master,  1869-80. 

M.  E.  H.  Priest  Lycoming  Chapter,  1872. 

Died  February  12,  1886. 


1868 — William  Randall  Prior 

Born  in  London,  England,  January  27,  1825. 

Came  to  this  country  and  went  to  San  Francisco,  but  returned 
home  to  get  married,  1860. 

Came  back  with  his  wife,  staying  a  short  time  in  New  York. 

Went  to  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  and  then  came  to  Williamsport  and 
opened  a  tea  and  coffee  store,  having  also  a  plant  for 
browning  coffee,  1863. 

Afterwards  was  a  clerk  and  secretary  of  the  Susquehanna 
Boom  Company  until  it  went  out  of  business. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  May  25,  1865. 

Was  Secretary  from  1866  until  his  death. 

E.  C.  of  Baldwin  II.  Commandery  No.  22,  1869. 

Died  April  3,  1904. 
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1869 — Thomas  M.  Rathmell 

Born  in  Williamsport,  Feb.  26,  1829. 

Engaged  in  boating  on  the  Canal  for  twenty-five  years  until 
it  was  abandoned,  and  then  went  into  the  lumber  business. 
Served  in  both  Select  and  Common  Council  of  the  City. 

Was  also  a  member  of  the  School  Board  for  several  years. 
Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  March  26,  1856. 

Served  as  Trustee  for  several  years. 

Died  October  29,  1902. 


1870 — William  Newton  Jones 

Born  in  England,  August  25,  1834. 

Came  to  this  country  with  parents  when  two  years  old. 

Lived  in  Tamaqua  where  he  learned  the  moulder’s  trade. 
Came  to  Williamsport  in  1857. 

Enlisted,  1861,  in  the  Civil  War  with  the  Repasz  Band. 
August  27,  1861,  enlisted  again  in  the  One  Hundred  and 
Sixth  Pa.  Vol.,  and  became  captain. 

Was  Assistant  Inspector  General,  1863,  of  the  Second 
Brigade. 

Was  elected  City  Treasurer,  1874,  and  in  1875  was  re-elected. 
Was  a  member  of  Council,  1884. 

In  1886-87  he  was  Mayor  of  the  city. 

In  1888  he  was  appointed  and  1889  elected  Alderman  of  the 
third  ward. 

Was  a  member  of  the  Veteran  Legion,  and  also  of  the  G.  A.  R. 

and  was  Commander  of  Reno  Post. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  Dec.  28,  1863. 

Was  E.  C.  of  Baldwin  II.  Commandery  No.  22,  1875. 

Died  Sept.  20,  1901. 


1871 — Ezra  Canfield 

Born  at  Canfield’s  Corners,  near  Nichols,  N.  Y.,  but  his  par¬ 
ents  moved  to  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  when  he  was  very  young. 
Was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  at  Hamilton  College. 
Came  to  Williamsport,  1853,  and  was  in  the  lumber  business. 
Served  in  the  City  Councils. 

Was  a  director  in  the  West  Branch  National  Bank. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  October  9,  1868. 

Died  September  15,  1910. 
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1872 — Alfred  M.  Haswell 

Date  and  place  of  birth  unknown. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  December  13,  1867. 


1873 —  Louis  Schneider 

Born  in  Neuhausen,  Germany. 

Came  to  this  country  at  an  early  age,  living  first  at  York,  Pa., 
and  then  at  Huntington,  Pa. 

Came  to  Williamsport,  1854. 

Was  a  jeweler  by  trade,  but  left  that  to  go  into  the  flour  and 
feed  business  and  then  into  the  lumber  business;  but  tiring 
with  mercantile  business,  he  joined  Brother  Addis  Mc- 
Veagh  in  the  insurance  business. 

Was  of  inventive  turn  of  mind  and  owned  a  number  of 
patents. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  Nov.  3,  1855. 

Served  as  Trustee  for  many  years. 

Died  February  23,  1905. 

1874 —  Daniel  Bailey  Else 

Born  at  Salona,  Clinton  County,  April  21,  1830. 

Was  an  alumnus  of  Dickinson  Seminary. 

Taught  school  for  several  years. 

From  1850  was  a  captain  on  a  packet  boat  for  several  years, 
and  then  went  into  the  hotel  business  at  Trout  Run. 

Came  to  Williamsport,  1862,  and  ran  the  Waverly  Hotel, 
which  was  burned  in  the  big  fire  of  1871. 

Had  charge  of  the  Crawford  House  on  the  same  site. 

Was  elected  City  Treasurer,  1871. 

Served  on  the  City  Poor  Board,  1894,  until  death. 

Was  made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  Feb.  11,  1870. 

M.  E.  H.  Priest  of  Lycoming  Chapter,  1876,  ’86,  ’87,  ’88,  ’89. 
District  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  of  this  district. 

E.  C.  of  Baldwin  II.  Commandery  No.  22,  1878. 

Grand  Warder,  1890. 

T.  Ill.  Master  of  Adoniram  Council,  1889. 

President  of  Howard  Club  of  K.  T.,  1892. 

S.  G.  I.  G.,  33°,  Honorary. 

Died  October  25,  1902. 
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1875,  ?76 — 

— John  Frederick  Laedlein 

Born  in  New  York  City,  September  25,  1844. 

Came  to  Williamsport  when  a  small  boy. 

Started  his  business  life  as  a  clerk  in  a  hardware  store,  but 
left  to  go  into  the  job  printing  business. 

Opened  an  agency  for  Fire  Insurance  and  continued  until  his 
death. 

Was  Mayor  of  the  city,  1902-’05. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  December  4,  1868. 

M.  E.  H.  Priest  Lycoming  Chapter,  1882. 

E.  C.  of  Baldwin  II.  Commandery  No.  22,  1881. 

Grand  Commander  of  Knights  Templar  of  Pennsylvania, 
1910. 

T.  Ill.  Master  of  Adoniram  Council  No.  26,  1897. 

John  F.  Laedlein  Lodge  No.  707  was  named  for  him. 
President  of  Howard  Club  of  K.  T.,  1895. 
Commander-in-Chief,  Williamsport  Consistory,  1908-1911. 

S.  G.  I.  G.,  33°,  Honorary,  1904. 

Senior  Grand  Deacon  R.  W.  Grand  Lodge,  1918-1919. 

Died  February  27,  1920. 


1877 — James  Nourse  Kline 

Born  in  Mifflin  County,  August  29,  1846. 

First  engaged  in  business  at  Lewistown,  Pa. 

Came  to  Williamsport  in  1863  and  clerked  in  a  hardware 
store. 

In  1873  he  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Kline,  Keller  and 
Co.,  which  in  1885  became  J.  N.  Kline  and  Co.,  and  so  re¬ 
mained  until  his  death. 

June,  1863,  he  enlisted  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-sixth 
Regt.,  Pa.  Vol. 

Was  a  commander  of  Reno  Post  of  the  G.  A.  R. 

Was  a  member  of  the  School  Board  for  several  years. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  June  15,  1870. 

M.  E.  H.  Priest  of  Lycoming  Chapter,  1879,  ’80. 

E.  C.  of  Baldwin  II.  Commandery  No.  22,  1880. 

Commander-in-Chief,  Williamsport  Consistory,  1905-1908. 

S.  G.  I.  G.,  33°,  Honorary,  1906. 

President  of  Howard  Club,  1903. 

Died  August  21,  1925. 
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1878 — Joseph  Titus  Long 

Born  in  Williamsport,  October  10,  1845. 

Superintendent  of  the  Munson  Planing  Mill. 

Went  west  with  the  Munsons  for  several  years. 

Returned  to  Williamsport  and  went  into  the  wholesale  gro¬ 
cery  business. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  June  24,  1867. 

E.  C.  of  Baldwin  II.  Commandery  No.  22,  1886. 

Died  May  28,  1906. 


1879,  ’80— 

— Joseph  Wood  Mussina 

Born  in  Williamsport,  Pa. 

An  Alumnus  of  Dickinson  Seminary. 

Learned  his  trade  as  jeweler  and  watchmaker  with  his  father, 
Brother  J.  L.  Mussina. 

In  1866  with  his  brother,  took  over  his  father’s  business. 

Was  President  of  the  Merchants’  National  Bank. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  March  7,  1873. 

Was  one  of  the  Trustees  from  1881  until  his  death. 

M.  E.  H.  Priest  of  Lycoming  Chapter,  1883. 

E.  C.  of  Baldwin  II.  Commandery  No.  22,  1885. 

President  of  the  Howard  Club,  1905. 

S.  G.  I.  G.,  33°,  Honorary. 

Died  March  15,  1912. 

1881 — Hiram  R.  Rhoads 

Born  in  Somertown,  Philadelphia  County,  March  17,  1845. 
Came  to  Williamsport  with  his  parents,  1851. 

Went  into  the  Telegraph  Department  of  the  P.  R.  R.,  1863. 
Made  Agent  of  the  Bell  Telephone  Company,  1878. 

Opened  a  telephone  exchange  in  Williamsport,  1879. 

Organized  the  Central  Pennsylvania  Telephone  and  Supply 
Company,  1880,  and  was  President  until  his  death. 

One  of  the  organizers  of  the  Lycoming  Electric  Co. 
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Was  secretary  and  raised  the  funds  to  purchase  the  Williams¬ 
port  Passenger  Railway;  made  it  an  electric  company  and 
was  made  President  in  1870. 

One  of  the  incorporators  and  a  director  of  the  Merchants’ 
National  Bank. 

Was  connected  with  the  Packer  Land  and  Improvement  Com¬ 
pany. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  August  11,  1871. 

Died  February  17,  1894. 


1882 — Frank  Janna  Richards 
Born  near  Oneonta,  N.  Y. 

Came  to  Williamsport  soon  after  the  close  of  the  Civil  War. 
Was  Dentist  by  profession. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  May  5,  1868. 

M.  E.  H.  Priest  of  Lycoming  Chapter  No.  222,  1884. 

E.  C.  of  Baldwin  II.  Commandery  No.  22,  1883. 

T.  Ill.  Master  of  Adoniram  Council  No.  26,  1887. 

Died  April  22,  1914. 


1883,  ’96— 

— Ezra  Rathmell 

Born  in  Williamsport  in  1832. 

At  twelve  years  of  age  went  to  work  on  the  canal. 

In  1849  apprenticed  to  a  tailor,  but  in  1854  went  back  to  the 
canal. 

Was,  1862,  ’63,  in  the  war  on  transport  work. 

From  1864-1884  had  charge  of  sheer  boom  below  the  dam. 

In  1865  ran  a  ferry  across  the  river  after  the  flood  until  the 
bridge  was  rebuilt. 

In  1896  was  street  commissioner  and  later  was  inspector  of 
sewers. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  May  8,  1866. 

M.  E.  H.  Priest  of  Lycoming  Chapter  No.  222,  1891. 

Died,  Nov.  7,  1916. 
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1884 —  Albert  H.  Wheelock 

A  locomotive  engineer  on  the  P.  R.  R.  from  1863. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  May  23,  1877. 

Died  May  18,  1891. 

1885 —  William  Henry  Bloom 

Born  in  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  October  21,  1852. 

Came  to  Williamsport  in  early  youth. 

Alumnus  of  Dickinson  Seminary  and  Williamsport  Com¬ 
mercial  College. 

In  1874  became  bookkeeper  for  Brown,  Early  and  Co. 
Employed,  1888,  by  the  Williamsport  Water  Company. 
Became,  1898,  Secretary  of  the  Company  and  later  was 
Treasurer  and  General  Manager. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  July  1,  1887. 

President  of  Howard  Club  of  K.  T.,  1902. 

S.  G.  I.  G.,  33°,  Honorary. 

Died  December  26,  1916. 

1886 —  Charles  Vorhis  Runkle 

Born  at  Milford,  N.  J.,  September  21,  1851. 

Came  to  Williamsport  with  his  parents  quite  young. 

Went  to  Lawrenceville  School. 

Went  into  the  West  Branch  National  Bank  when  a  very  young 
man. 

Left  the  bank  September,  1877,  to  go  into  the  Tea  and  Cof¬ 
fee  business. 

Returned  to  the  bank  a  few  years  later  and  remained  there 
for  many  years. 

Died  at  Media,  Pa.,  November  15,  1912. 

1887,  ’88— 

— Joseph  C.  Righter 
Born  in  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Came  to  Williamsport  as  active  member  of  the  firm  of 
Washington  Righter  &  Sons. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  April  2,  1883. 

T.  Ill.  Master  of  Adoniram  Council  No.  26,  1896. 

Died  September  8,  1926. 
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1889,  ’90— 

— Timothy  Smith  Clark 

Born  at  Salome,  Maine,  1849. 

Came  to  Williamsport  a  young  man. 

Was  Superintendent  of  Brown,  Early  &  Co.  mill. 

Member  of  firm  of  Brown,  Clark  &  Howe. 

Served  in  the  City  Councils. 

Was  a  Director  of  West  Branch  National  Bank. 

One  of  the  donors  of  the  Acacia  Club  building. 

Paid  half  the  cost  of  the  Covenant-Central  Presbyterian 
Church  building. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  November  11,  1870. 

E.  C.  of  Baldwin  II.  Commandery  No.  22,  1890. 

President  of  Howard  Club  of  K.  T.,  1899. 

S.  G.  I.  G.,  33°,  Honorary. 

Died  April  1,  1911. 

1891 —  George  D.  Moore 

Born  at  Oaks  Corners,  N.  Y. 

Alumnus  of  Philips  Academy,  N.  Y. 

Came  to  Williamsport  at  the  age  of  twTenty  years. 

Employed  in  the  Travelers’  Insurance  Co. 

Made  State  Agent  about  1892  and  moved  to  Philadelphia. 
Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  September  2,  1884. 

Was  twice  a  candidate  for  Junior  Grand  Warden;  endorsed 
by  Lodge  No.  106. 

One  of  the  seven  founders  of  the  Howard  Club  of  Knights 
Templar. 

Died  April  21,  1916. 

1892 —  John  I.  Sims 

Born  in  Pottsville,  Pa.,  1846. 

Came  to  Williamsport  shortly  after  the  Civil  War. 

Machinist  by  trade. 

Veteran  of  the  Civil  War. 

Commander  of  Reno  Post,  G.  A.  R. 
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Employed  in  West  Branch  National  Bank  from  1885  until  his 
death. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  June  10,  1870. 

Died  July  8,  1924. 

1893 —  John  King  Hays 

Born  in  Williamsport,  August  18,  1856. 

An  alumnus  of  Dickinson  Seminary. 

Graduated  in  Williamsport  High  School,  1872. 

Graduated  at  Lafayette  College,  1876. 

Served  one  year  as  City  Controller,  an  unexpired  term. 
Admitted  to  Lycoming  County  Bar,  1879. 

Served  five  years  in  the  Assessing  Department  at  Williams¬ 
port,  Pa. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  February  19,  1885. 
District  Deputy  Grand  Master  from  1895-1901. 

M.  E.  High  Priest  of  Lycoming  Chapter  No.  222,  1895. 

E.  C.  Baldwin  II.  Commandery  No.  22,  1892. 

T.  Ill.  Master  Adoniram  Council  No.  26,  1895. 

One  of  the  four  founders  of  the  Imperial  Teteques  of  the 
Baldwin  II.  Commandery  No.  22. 

One  of  the  seven  founders  of  the  Howard  Club  of  Knights 
Templar. 

President  of  the  Howard  Club  of  Knights  Templar,  1900. 

1894 —  Walter  C.  Gilmore 

Born  in  Eldred  Township,  Lycoming  County,  in  1861. 
Alumnus  of  Muncy  Normal  School. 

Graduated  at  Lafayette  College,  1884. 

Taught  school  at  Lennox,  Mass. 

Elected,  1885,  Principal  of  the  Williamsport  High  School. 
Was  admitted  to  the  Lycoming  County  Bar,  1887. 

Served  in  the  City  Council. 

Was  District  Attorney  of  Lycoming  County  one  term. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  Nov.  2,  1885. 

President  of  the  Howard  Club,  1907. 

E.  C.  Baldwin  II.  Commandery  No.  22,  1906. 

Died  April  29,  1919. 
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1895 — Herbert  Russell  Laird 

Born,  Galesburg,  Ill.,  February  7,  1867. 

Resident  of  Williamsport  since  April,  1867. 

Graduated  Williamsport  High  School. 

General  Manager  Board  of  Trade,  1900-1909. 

General  Manager  and  Treasurer  Gazette  and  Bulletin,  1909- 
1926. 

Chairman  and  Administrator  Pennsylvania’s  Knights 
Templar  Educational  Foundation  since  1924. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  January  7,  1889. 

High  Priest  Lycoming  Chapter  No.  222,  1893. 

Commander  Baldwin  II.  Commandery  No.  22,  1897. 

Treasurer  of  Baldwin  II.  Commandery  since  1912. 

One  of  the  four  founders  of  the  Imperial  Teteques  of  Bald¬ 
win  II.  Commandery. 

One  of  the  seven  founders  of  the  Howard  Club  of  Knights 
Templar. 

President  of  the  Howard  Club  of  Knights  Templar,  1904. 

Grand  Commander  of  Knights  Templar  of  Pennsylvania, 
1917. 

Member  of  Jurisprudence  Committee  Grand  Commandery 
Knights  Templar  of  Pennsylvania  since  1919. 

Member  of  Knights  Templar  Educational  Foundation  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Grand  Encampment  Knights  Templar  of  the 
United  States  since  1925. 

Chairman  Correspondence  Committee  Grand  Lodge  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  1927. 

Grand  Marshall  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  1927-28. 

Member  of  Finance  Committee  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  from  1929. 

President  of  Williamsport  Chamber  of  Commerce,  1929- 
30-31. 

Member  Board  of  Directors  of  American  Red  Cross,  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce,  Community  Chest. 

Elder  First  Presbyterian  Church  since  1907. 

During  World  War  Member  Pennsylvania  State  Council  of 
Defense — Member  of  Committee  of  Safety  for  Lycoming 
County,  Chief  of  Special  Service  for  Lycoming  County, 
Publicity  Director  Red  Cross,  Liberty  Loan,  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
campaigns. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  on  military  staff  of  the  Governor  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  1917-1919. 
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1897 — Truman  Purdy  Reitmeyer 

Born  in  Lewisburg,  Pa.,  December  25,  1861. 

In  1899  went  to  Danville  to  take  up  architecture  with  C.  S. 
Wetzel  of  that  place. 

In  1889  came  to  Williamsport  to  practice  architecture. 

Was  the  architect  of  all  our  Masonic  buildings. 

Had  an  attack  of  blood  poison  which  lamed  both  arms  and 
obliged  him  to  retire. 

In  1922  was  elected  City  Assessor. 

Was  made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  October  10,  1892. 

M.  E.  High  Priest  of  Lycoming  Chapter  No.  222,  1898. 

E.  C.  Baldwin  II.  Commandery  No.  22,  1899. 

One  of  the  four  founders  of  the  Imperial  Teteques  of  Bald¬ 
win  II.  Commandery. 

S.  G.  I.  G.,  33°,  Honorary,  1907. 


1898 — William  Clarence  King 

Born  in  Loyalsock  Township,  Lycoming  County,  Pa.,  Feb.  6, 
1860. 

Public  and  Muncy  Normal  Schools. 

Taught  County  Schools  in  1875-1878. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  Dec.  11,  1884. 

High  Priest  Lycoming  Chapter  No.  222,  1899. 

Commander  of  Baldwin  II.  Commandery  No.  22,  1909. 

Grand  Warder,  Grand  Commandery  Knights  Templar  of 
Pennsylvania,  1917. 

Secretary  of  Lodge,  Council,  Chapter  and  Commandery, 
1904  to  1929. 

Secretary  of  Howard  Club  of  Knights  Templar,  1909  to  1929. 

Secretary  Scottish  Rite  Bodies,  Valley  of  Williamsport,  Pa., 
1911-1929. 

S.  G.  I.  G.,  33°,  Honorary,  1920. 

Lawyer,  Member  of  Lycoming  County  Bar. 

Deputy  Prothonotary  of  Lycoming  County  for  17  years. 
Register  and  Recorder  of  Lycoming  County,  1888-91. 

School  Director  in  the  city  of  Williamsport,  Pa.,  for  six  years. 
Secretary  of  Williamsport  School  Board  for  two  years. 
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Enlisted  in  G.  Company,  Twelfth  Regiment,  N.  G.  P.,  1881. 

Commissioned  later  as  Second  Lieutenant  D.  Co.,  afterward 
Inspector  of  Rifle  Practice  and  Adjutant  Regimental  Staff. 

Commissioned  Major  of  Twelfth  Regiment,  1889.  Served  ten 
years,  including  service  in  Spanish  War.  Resigned  as 
Major  in  the  National  Guard,  Commissioned  Captain  M1. 
Company,  Twenty-eighth  U.  S.  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Served  in  the  Philippine  Islands.  Retired  in  1915  as  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel,  Pennsylvania  National  Guard. 

Died,  March  10,  1930. 


1899 — John  Paul  Suess 

Born  at  Bethlehem,  Pa.,  April  13,  1856. 

Graduated  at  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy,  1879. 
Came  to  Williamsport,  1878. 

Worked  at  the  drug  store  of  Brother  Milton  Huher  12  years. 

In  1890  opened  a  drug  store  on  West  Fourth  Street  and  still 
remains. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  May  5,  1879. 

Treasurer  of  Lodge  No.  106,  1902-1918. 

M.  E.  H.  Priest  of  Lycoming  Chapter  No.  222,  1902. 

E.  C.  of  Baldwin  II.  Commandery  No.  22,  1899. 


1900 — N.  Robert  Hubbard 

Born  at  Springfield,  Mass.,  July  12,  1859. 

Graduated  at  Baltimore  Dental  College,  1889. 

Came  to  Williamsport,  1884,  and  opened  an  office  for  the 
practice  of  dentistry. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  February  7,  1895. 

M.  E.  H.  Priest  of  Lycoming  Chapter  No.  222,  1901. 

E.  C.  Baldwin  II.  Commandery  No.  22,  1911. 

President  of  the  Howard  Club  of  K.  T.,  1910. 

Died  March  31,  1928. 
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1901 —  William  Henry  Painter 

Born  at  Shrewsbury,  York  County,  Pa.,  Sept.  16,  1859. 

Came  to  Williamsport  about  1878. 

Clerk  and  bookkeeper  in  department  store. 

Went  into  West  Branch  National  Bank  as  clerk,  August  13, 
1881. 

Made  a  cashier  in  1895,  and  later  one  of  the  directors. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  February  7,  1895. 

M.  E.  H.  Priest  of  Lycoming  Chapter  No.  222,  1904. 

T.  Ill.  Master  of  Adoniram  Council  No.  26,  1903. 

E.  C.  Baldwin  II.  Commandery  No.  22,  1910. 

Died  January  7,  1922. 

1902 —  George  T.  Trimble 

Born  at  Lionsville,  Chester  County,  Pa.,  March  24,  1862. 

Came  to  Williamsport  1884  and  learned  his  trade  of  Ma¬ 
chinist  at  Rowley  and  Hermance  shop. 

Went  to  Elmira  in  employ  of  P.  R.  R.  March  4,  1887. 
Returned  to  Williamsport  October  10,  1891,  as  shop  foreman. 
Served  as  school  director  for  six  years. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Ivy  Lodge  No.  397,  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  Septem¬ 
ber,  1891. 

Admitted  to  Lodge  No.  106,  March  12,  1894. 

M.  E.  H.  Priest  of  Lycoming  Chapter  No.  222,  1908. 

T.  Ill.  Master  of  Adoniram  Council  No.  26,  1901. 

1903 —  James  Andrew  Gibson 

Born  in  Williamsport,  September  14,  1855. 

Learned  first  the  trade  of  candy  making. 

Learned  the  machinist  trade  and  worked  at  it  thirteen  years. 
Opened  fire  insurance  office  and  continued  until  his  death. 
Was  Secretary  of  Wildwood  Cemetery. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  Sept.  2,  1889. 

M.  E.  H.  Priest  of  Lycoming  Chapter  No.  222,  1906. 

Grand  Master  of  Ceremonies  Grand  Chapter,  1914. 

E.  C.  of  Baldwin  II.  Commandery  No.  22,  1912. 

S.  G.  I.  G.,  33°,  Honorary,  1920. 

Died  September  29,  1927. 
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Frank  A.  Nicholson 

1929 

1930 

Edgar  Holt  Ames 

Harvey  E.  Stabler 

Senior  Warden 

Junior  Warden 

1931 

1931 

Worshipful  Masters  Lodge  No.  106,  1929-1930 
Officers  Lodge  No.  106,  1931 
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1904 —  William  Packer  Clark 

Born  in  Williamsport,  Nov.  9,  1861. 

Graduated  Dickinson  Seminary,  1880. 

Graduated  Albany  Law  School,  Law  Department  of  Union 
University,  1882. 

Admitted  to  the  Bar  of  New  York  State  at  Binghamton,  1883. 
Went  to  Grand  Junction,  Colorado,  1890. 

Was  Editor  of  the  Grand  Junction  Daily  Star. 

Admitted  to  the  Bar  of  Colorado  at  Denver,  1893. 

Was  Deputy  Clerk  of  the  District  Court,  1893. 

Returned  to  Williamsport,  1894. 

Connected  with  the  Evening  News  of  Williamsport,  1895- 
1901,  and  since  March  1,  1901,  with  the  Gazette  and  Bul¬ 
letin. 

City  Editor,  1911-1924,  and  since  then  Associate  Editor. 

On  the  School  Board,  1905-’06. 

Served  in  National  Guard  of  Colorado  and  of  Pennsylvania 
for  forty  years. 

Was  Major  Second  Regiment  Infantry  in  Colorado  and  Major 
in  the  Inspector  General’s  Department  in  Pennsylvania  at 
time  of  retirement. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  July  1,  1895. 

1905 —  George  Erieg  Graff 

Born  in  Williamsport,  Pa.,  September  1,  1865. 

Graduated  Williamsport  High  School,  1884. 

Court  Reporter,  1892-1904. 

Joined  the  staff  of  Williamsport  Sun,  1893. 

Became  the  President  of  Sun  Publishing  Co.,  1920. 
Purchased  the  Gazette  and  Bulletin,  1926. 

Served  one  term  in  City  Council. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  October  16,  1897. 

1906 —  Thomas  Herbert  Riley 

Born  in  Milton,  Pa.,  May  11,  1866. 

Came  to  Williamsport,  July  3,  1874. 

February  1,  1881,  began  clerking  in  tobacco  store. 
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November,  1900,  acquired  the  business. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  May  5,  1899. 

T.  Ill.  Master  of  Adoniram  Council  No.  26,  1906. 

M.  P.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Council  of  R.  and  S.  Mas¬ 
ters,  1917. 

S.  G.  I.  G.,  33°,  Honorary,  1919. 

1907— Robert  Perry  Blackburn 

Born  at  Lock  Haven,  Pa.,  June  14,  1867. 

Graduated  at  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy,  1888. 

Came  to  Williamsport,  1891 ;  purchased  drug  store  which  he 
still  conducts. 

An  Elder  in  the  Covenant-Central  Presbyterian  Church. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  Nov.  2,  1895. 

M.  E.  H.  Priest  of  Lycoming  Chapter  No.  222,  1910. 

E.  C.  of  Baldwin  II.  Commandery  No.  22,  1905. 

T.  Ill.  Master  of  Adoniram  Council  No.  26,  1905. 

M.  P.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Council  of  R.  and  S.  Mas¬ 
ters,  1912. 

President  of  the  Howard  Club  of  Knights  Templar,  1914. 
Commander-in-Chief,  Williamsport  Consistory,  1917-1920. 

S.  G.  I.  G.,  33°,  Honorary,  1914. 


1908 — James  Robinson  Baker 

Born  at  Bealsville,  Pa.,  Oct.  31,  1861. 

Taught  school  and  clerked  in  a  bank. 

Graduated  at  Washington  and  Jefferson  College,  1886. 
Graduated  Western  Theological  Seminary. 

First  Pastorate  was  at  Brockwayville,  Pa. 

Came  to  Williamsport,  1899,  as  Pastor  of  the  Lycoming  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church. 

Remained  for  twenty  years  and  retired  because  of  ill  health. 
On  the  School  Board  for  three  years.  Was  Vice  President. 
Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  379,  Ridgway,  Pa. 

Admitted  to  Lodge  No.  106,  June  3,  1899. 

Died  March  30,  1922. 
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1909 — Charles  Schneider 

Born  in  Blair  County,  October  8,  1860. 

Graduated  at  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  1881. 
Practiced  Medicine  at  Charleston,  Pa. 

Came  to  Williamsport,  1884. 

President  of  Lycoming  County  Medical  Society  one  year. 

On  Board  of  Health  of  DuBoistown  and  South  Williams¬ 
port,  Pa. 

Chief  Physician  on  Draft  Board  in  World  War. 

Director  of  South  Williamsport  Bank. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  June  7,  1897. 

M.  E.  H.  Priest  of  Lycoming  Chapter  No.  222,  1914. 

T.  Ill.  Master  of  Adoniram  Council  No.  26,  1909. 

E.  C.  Baldwin  II.  Commandery  No.  22,  1913. 

S.  G.  I.  G.,  33°,  Honorary. 

Died  January  24,  1924. 


1910 — Lamont  Reuben  Rentz 

Born  in  Clinton  Township,  Lycoming  County,  Pa.,  Decem¬ 
ber  20,  1874. 

Graduated  at  Lycoming  County  Normal  School,  1893. 

Graduated  Williamsport  Commercial  School,  1894. 

Graduated  Bucknell  University,  1899. 

Taught  schools  in  Lycoming  County,  1892-1895. 

Taught  History  and  English  in  Bucknell  Academy,  1894-1902. 

Admitted  to  the  Bar  of  Lycoming  County,  1903. 

Engaged  in  the  practice  of  law,  1903-1912. 

Taught  in  Hepburn  Technical  School  for  Girls,  New  York 
City,  1912-1913. 

Head  of  Bookkeeping  Department  of  Yonkers  High  School, 
1913-14. 

Taught  Commercial  Law  in  Central  High  School  of  Newark, 
N.  J.,  1914, 

Served  one  term  as  School  Director  in  Montgomery  Borough, 
1909-T2. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  October  9,  1902. 
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1911—  Charles  Kahn 

Born  in  Montgomery  County,  N.  Y.,  August  11,  1868. 

Came  to  Williamsport,  1883. 

Graduated  Williamsport  High  School,  1888. 

Was  a  Teller  in  Merchants’  National  Bank  seven  years. 

Went  into  the  shoe  business,  1895. 

Was  made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  May  11,  1903. 

Trustee,  1931. 

M.  E.  H.  Priest  of  Lycoming  Chapter  No.  222,  1913. 

1912—  Charles  Wilbur  Sallada 

Born  at  Rauchtown,  Clinton  County,  Pa.,  January  15,  1871. 
Came  to  Williamsport  with  his  parents,  1882. 

Graduated  from  Williamsport  High  School,  1891. 

Took  a  one-year  course  in  Electrical  Engineering  at  Cornell 
University. 

Identified  with  the  Williamsport  Passenger  Railway  Co.  and 
the  Bell  Telephone  Company,  1893-1895. 

Went  into  the  electric  contracting  business,  which  later  be¬ 
came  the  Prior  &  Sallada  Company,  Inc.,  1896. 

Volunteered  with  Company  B,  Twelfth  Regiment,  N.  G.  P., 
for  the  Spanish-American  War. 

Was  transferred  to  the  U.  S.  Division  Hospital  Corps  and 
made  Acting  Hospital  Steward. 

Was  a  member  of  Williamsport  School  Board,  1908-1909. 
Was  a  Vestryman  of  Christ  Episcopal  Church. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  Feb.  1,  1904. 

M.  E.  H.  Priest  of  Lycoming  Chapter  No.  222,  1916. 

T.  Ill.  Master  of  Adoniram  Council  No.  26,  1910. 

D.  D.  G.  M.  of  Grand  Council  of  R.  &  S.  Masters,  1912-1919. 
Died  February  21,  1919. 


1913 — Stephens  Carbon  Wolfe 

Born  at  Norristown,  Pa.,  November  18,  1874. 
Graduated  Norristown  High  School,  1891. 
Graduated  Peirce  School,  1892. 

Engaged  with  Travelers’  Insurance  Co.,  1893. 
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Came  to  Williamsport,  1899. 

Went  into  General  Insurance  Business,  1920. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  April  1,  1901. 

District  Deputy  Grand  Master,  1915-17. 

Organized  School  of  Instruction  of  the  Eighteenth  Masonic 
District,  1915. 

President  School  of  Instruction,  1923. 

Principal  Instructor  School  of  Instruction  since  1921. 
Trustee  Albert  F.  Young  Bequest  R.  W.  Grand  Lodge  since 
1923. 

Member  of  Committee  on  Lecture  Corps,  R.  W.  Grand  Lodge 
and  Executive  Secretary  of  the  Committee  since  1924. 

M.  E.  H.  Priest  of  Lycoming  Chapter  No.  222,  1911. 

T.  Ill.  Master  of  Adoniram  Council  No.  26,  1908. 

M.  P.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Council  of  R.  &  S.  Masters, 
1926. 

E.  C.  Baldwin  II.  Commandery  No.  22,  1927. 

S.  G.  I.  G.,  33°,  Honorary,  1924. 

Commander-in-Chief,  Williamsport  Consistory  since  1929. 
Secretary  of  Lodge  since  May,  1930. 

1914 — Arthur  Llewellyn  Pepperman 

Born  at  Jonesville,  Michigan,  September  16,  1874. 

Graduated  from  Muncy  Normal  School,  1896. 

Attended  Dickinson  Seminary  and  Cornell  University. 

Taught  in  Rural  Schools  for  four  terms. 

Came  to  Williamsport,  1897. 

Has  taught  in  Williamsport  twenty-nine  terms. 

Principal  of  Benjamin  Franklin  School,  1901. 

Principal  of  Andrew  Curtin  School,  1902-1921. 

Principal  of  Andrew  Curtin  Junior  High  School  since  1922. 
Probation  Officer  of  Juvenile  Court  of  Lycoming  County 
since  1914. 

Member  of  Official  Board  of  Mulberry  Street  M.  E.  Church. 
Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  March  7,  1904. 

District  Deputy  Grand  Master  since  1918. 

Principal  Instructor  School  of  Instruction,  1915-1917. 

M.  E.  H.  Priest  of  Lycoming  Chapter  No.  222,  1922. 

E.  C.  of  Baldwin  II.  Commandery  No.  22,  1921. 

T.  Ill.  Master  of  Adoniram  Council  No.  26,  1913. 
Commander-in-Chief  Williamsport  Consistory,  1926-1929. 

S.  G.  I.  G.,  33°,  Honorary,  1922. 
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1915 —  William  Fink  Laedlein 

Born  in  Williamsport,  July  20,  1871. 

Graduate  of  Williamsport  High  School,  1890. 

Engaged  in  the  Insurance  Business  with  his  father. 

Went  into  Savings  Institution  as  clerk,  1892. 

Made  Treasurer  of  Savings  Institution,  1916. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  May  11,  1903. 

Treasurer  of  Lodge  since  1919. 

1916 —  George  Matthias  Busch 

Born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  September  30,  1871. 

Graduated  C.  E.  at  Harvard  University,  1896. 

Came  to  Williamsport,  1898. 

Went  to  Karthaus,  Pa.,  1900. 

Returned  to  Williamsport,  1903. 

Spent  that  winter  in  North  Carolina  building  a  railroad. 

Busch  and  Stewart  built  a  part  of  the  Susquehanna  Trail 
from  Cogan  Station  to  the  Tioga  County  line,  1920-’21. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Ocean  City,  Lodge  No.  395,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Admitted  to  Lodge  No.  106,  April  2,  1906. 

E.  C.  of  Baldwin  II.  Commandery  No.  22,  1917. 

President  of  Howard  Club  of  Knights  Templar,  1912. 

Died  July  5,  1929. 

1917 —  Charles  Clayton  MacMinn 

Born  in  Williamsport,  September  27,  1873. 

Went  into  P.  and  R.  R.  R.  service,  1890. 

Entered  Accounting  Department,  1900. 

Became  Agent,  Reading  Co.,  January  1,  1917. 

For  18  years  prepared  the  City  Directory  for  Newberry. 
Organized  the  Newberry  R.  E.  Company  for  sale  of  Moore 
Estate  land. 

Organized  movement  for  building  the  Fourth  Street  bridge. 

For  five  years  on  Board  of  Managers  of  State  Institution  for 
Women. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  October  7,  1908. 

S.  G.  I.  G.,  33°,  Honorary,  1928. 
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1918 —  Ira  Franklin  Smith 

Born  in  Williamsport,  February  16,  1869. 

Graduated  from  Muncy  Normal  School,  1886. 

Taught  School  for  two  years  while  at  Normal. 

Graduated  from  Lafayette  College,  1891. 

Admitted  to  Lycoming  County  Bar,  1894. 

Was  District  Attorney,  1912-1916. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  December  9,  1904. 

T.  Ill.  Master  of  Adoniram  Council  No.  26,  1915. 

1919 —  Edward  Leon  Taylor 

Born  in  Williamsport,  April  19,  1870. 

Enlisted  in  the  N.  G.  of  Penna.  in  Co.  G,  Twelfth  Regiment 
and  served  in  the  strikes  at  Homestead,  Hazleton  and  other 
points. 

Made  a  Second  Lieutenant  in  1892. 

Enlisted  with  the  Regiment  in  the  Spanish- American  War, 
April  27,  1898. 

Was  elected  Treasurer  of  the  City  of  Williamsport  three 
times,  serving  from  1899-1908. 

Member  of  the  School  Board  from  1911  to  1929. 

President  of  the  Board  from  1915-1929. 

Went  into  the  Cochran,  McCormick  and  Cochran  Bank,  1908. 
Made  Treasurer  of  the  Northern  Central  Trust  Company, 
1909,  and  became  Vice  President,  1917. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  First  Baptist 
Church,  1918. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  Feb.  22,  1901. 

E.  C.  of  Baldwin  II.  Commandery  No.  22,  1907. 

President  of  the  Howard  Club  of  Knights  Templar,  1909. 
Commander-in-Chief  Williamsport  Consistory,  1920-1923. 

S.  G.  I.  G.,  33°,  Honorary,  1920. 

Died  October  8,  1929. 

1920 —  Clarence  Edward  Shaw 

Born  in  Williamsport,  October  14,  1877. 

Graduated  Williamsport  High  School,  1897. 

Graduated  Georgetown  Medical  College,  1901. 
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Has  practiced  medicine  since  his  graduation  in  Williamsport. 
Was  Health  Officer  for  the  City  of  Williamsport  six  years. 
Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  October  9,  1902. 

1921 —  Arthur  Simon  Gilmore 

Born  in  Hepburn  Township,  Lycoming  County,  Sept.  26, 
1880. 

Came  to  Williamsport,  1888. 

Graduated  from  Williamsport  High  School,  1899. 

Graduated  from  Lehigh  University,  1903. 

Taught  in  Williamsport  High  School,  1903-1926,  becoming 
Vice  Principal. 

Went  to  California  Teachers’  College,  California,  Pa.,  1926. 
Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  Dec.  21,  1903. 

M.  E.  H.  Priest  of  Lycoming  Chapter  No.  222,  1912. 

T.  Ill.  Master  of  Adoniram  Council  No.  26,  1914. 

D.  D.  G.  M.  of  the  Grand  Council  of  R.  &  S.  M.,  1921-1926. 

1922 —  James  Howard  Reeder 

Born  in  Williamsport,  Sept.  7,  1879. 

Went  into  office  of  Culler  and  Hawley  Furniture  Company, 
afterwards  Culler  Furniture  Company,  1897. 

Was  made  Secretary  and  Assistant  Manager,  1905. 

Became  President  of  the  Company,  1924. 

Member  Williamsport  School  Board,  1928,  to  date. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  May  11,  1903. 

M.  E.  H.  Priest  of  Lycoming  Chapter  No.  222,  1917. 

D.  D.  G.  High  Priest  since  1918. 

T.  Ill.  Master  of  Adoniram  Council  No.  26,  1919. 

E.  C.  Baldwin  II.  Commandery  No.  22,  1926. 

1923 —  Lester  Kelly  Ade 

Born  at  Trout  Run,  Pa.,  July  27,  1892. 

Graduated  from  Muncy  Normal  School,  1909. 

Taught  in  the  Schools  of  Lycoming  County,  1910-1912. 
Principal  of  the  Grammar  Schools  of  Jersey  Shore,  Pa., 
1912-1913. 
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Attended  University  of  Pennsylvania,  1913-1914. 

Assistant  Principal  of  Montgomery  High  School,  1914-1915. 

Came  to  Williamsport,  1915. 

Principal  of  William  Penn  School,  Williamsport,  1915-1916. 

Instructor  at  Central  State  Normal  School,  Lock  Haven,  Pa., 
1916-1917. 

Principal  of  Abraham  Lincoln  School,  Williamsport,  1919- 
1920. 

Graduated  from  Bucknell  University,  1921. 

Instructor  in  Williamsport  High  School,  1921-1922. 

Principal  of  Muncy  Normal  School,  1922-1926. 

Principal  New  Haven  State  Normal  School,  New  Haven, 
Conn.,  since  1929. 

Commissioned  Lieutenant  of  the  Officers  Reserve  Training 
Camp  at  Fort  Niagara,  N.  Y.,  1917. 

Attached  to  the  Three  Hundred  and  Sixty-first  Infantrymen 
at  Camp  Lewis,  Wash.,  from  November,  1917,  to  April, 
1918,  and  to  the  Eighth  U.  S.  Infantry  at  Camp  Fremont, 
Cal.,  from  April,  1918,  to  July,  1918. 

Volunteered  for  overseas  service  and  assigned  to  the  A.  E.  F. 
in  Siberia  from  August,  1918,  to  June,  1919. 

Commissioned  Capt.  Company  K,  One  Hundred  and  Ninth 
Infantry,  stationed  at  Williamsport  from  1921  to  July, 
1922. 

Is  the  author  of  several  books  and  pamphlets  dealing  with 
live  subjects  pertaining  to  his  profession  and  wrote  articles 
for  the  press  during  the  World  War. 


1924 — Edgar  Munson 

Born  in  Williamsport,  Pa.,  June  24,  1881. 

Graduated  Cheshire  Academy,  Cheshire,  Conn.,  1895. 

Graduated  from  Lawrenceville  School,  Lawrenceville,  N.  J., 
1898-1900. 

Graduated  from  Yale  University,  B.A.,  1904. 

Graduated  from  Yale  Law  School,  LL.B.,  1907. 

Admitted  to  the  Bar  of  Lycoming  County,  1908. 

Major  Judge  Advocate  U.  S.  Army,  1918. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Judge  Advocate  U.  S.  Army,  1919. 
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President  E.  Keeler  Co. 

Vice  President  of  Savings  Institution. 

Vice  President  and  Treasurer,  Williamsport  Wire  Rope  Co. 
Vestryman  St.  James  Episcopal  Church,  Muncy,  Pa. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  December  8,  1916. 

E.  C.  Baldwin  II.  Commandery  No.  22,  1925. 

Grand  Sword  Bearer  Grand  Commandery,  1926-1927. 

Died  October  4,  1930. 

1925 — Harry  Haines  Brennan 

Born  in  Montoursville,  Pa.,  March  29,  1875. 

Came  to  Williamsport,  1902. 

1902  entered  service  of  P.  R.  R.  and  still  remains. 

Assistant  Station  Master  since  1918. 

Member  of  Official  Board  of  Grace  M.  E.  Church  since  1925. 
Served  as  County  Mercantile  Appraiser,  1920-1924. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  March  6,  1916. 

T.  Ill.  Master  Adoniram  Council  No.  26,  1928. 

Recorder  Adoniram  Council  No.  26  since  April,  1930. 


1926 — Lyons  Mussina 

Born  at  Cowan,  Union  County,  Pa.,  May  14,  1885. 

Graduated  from  Pennsylvania  State  College,  1907. 

Graduated  from  Graduate  School  of  Business  Administra¬ 
tion,  Harvard  University,  1913. 

Engineer,  Panama  Canal  Construction,  1909-1912. 

Came  to  Williamsport,  1914. 

City  Engineer  since  1918. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Sojourners  Lodge  No.  874,  at  Colon, 
Panama  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland,  1912. 

Admitted  to  Lodge  No.  106,  October  5,  1914. 

T.  Ill.  Master  Adoniram  Council  No.  26,  1930. 


1927 — Charles  Raymond  Harer 

Born  in  Mifflin  Township,  Lycoming  County,  Pa.,  April  25, 
1890. 

Received  Common  School  Diploma  in  March,  1907. 
Graduated  from  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy  as  Doctor 
in  Pharmacy  in  1915. 
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Passed  State  Board  Examination  for  Registered  Pharmacist 
in  June,  1915. 

Since  1920  has  had  charge  of  laboratory  and  research  work 
for  Keystone  Glue  Co.,  Williamsport,  Pa. 

Member  and  Secretary  of  Official  Board  of  St.  John’s  Evan¬ 
gelical  Church  since  1921. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106,  May  13,  1912. 


1928 — Matthew  Lincoln  Smith 

Born  at  Mt.  Carmel,  Pa.,  Nov.  7,  1884. 

Graduated  from  Lehigh  University,  1907. 

Entered  the  employ  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Co.  at 
Williamsport,  Pa.,  in  1907  and  remained  with  that  Com¬ 
pany  until  1918. 

Served  as  First  Lieutenant  of  Engineers  during  the  World 
War. 

On  returning  from  France  after  the  war,  opened  an  office  in 
Williamsport  and  has  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
Civil  Engineering  ever  since. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106  in  December,  1907. 

E.  C.  Baldwin  II.  Commandery  No.  22,  1930. 

P.  C.  of  W.  Adoniram  Council  No.  26,  1931. 


1929 — Edgar  Martin  Link 

Born  in  Erie,  Pa.,  March  9,  1885. 

Came  to  Williamsport,  Pa.,  in  1899. 

Graduated  from  Williamsport  High  School,  1904. 

Attended  Cornell  University,  1904-1905. 

Employed  Link  Chain  Co.,  1905-1912. 

Entered  Insurance  Business,  1912,  and  has  been  engaged  in 
same  to  date. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106  in  December,  1908. 
President  of  Howard  Club  of  Knights  Templar,  1929. 
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1930 — Frank  Adna  Nicholson 

Born  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  August  31,  1894. 

Graduated  from  Williamsport  High  School,  1912. 

Worked  for  National  Silk  Dyeing  Co.,  in  laboratory,  1912- 
1923. 

Since  1923  has  been  in  Cement  Products  Business,  being  now 

Vice  President  and  General  Manager  of  Cement  Products, 
Inc. 

A  member  of  the  Greater  Vestry  of  Christ  Episcopal  Church 
since  1927,  and  Assistant  Treasurer  of  the  Parish  since 
1922. 

Made  a  Mason  in  Lodge  No.  106  in  October,  1920. 


1931 — Harold  Anderson  Brown 

Born  in  Nelson,  Pa.,  March  11,  1889. 

Graduated  from  Jersey  Shore,  Pa.,  High  School  in  1906. 

Entered  service  of  National  Bank  of  Jersey  Shore,  Pa.,  July 
12,  1907. 

Came  to  Williamsport,  Pa.,  and  entered  the  service  of  North¬ 
ern  Central  Trust  Co.,  Jan.  16,  1911. 

Made  Vice  President  Lycoming  Trust  Co.  January  1,  1927. 

An  elder  of  Covenant-Central  Presbyterian  Church,  Williams¬ 
port,  Pa. 

Made  a  Mason  in  LaBelle  Vallee  Lodge  No.  232,  Jersey 
Shore,  Pa.,  in  1911. 

Admitted  to  Lodge  No.  106,  F.  &  A.  M.,  in  1915. 
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THIRST  of  all  we,  and  Lodge  No.  106,  owe  a  debt  of  grati¬ 
tude  to  Bro.  John  H.  Watson  who  found  the  old  minutes 
and  papers  of  the  Lodge  where  they  were  liable  to  be  de¬ 
stroyed,  and  arranged  and  filed  them  in  their  chronological 
order. 

Most  of  the  early  history  of  the  times  and  biographical 
sketches  of  the  old  members  was  found  in  the  history  of 
Lycoming  County  by  John  F.  Meginness. 

We  were  helped  by  the  “History  of  Freemasonry  in 
Northumberland  and  Snyder  Counties”  by  Bro.  Frederic  A. 
Godcharles,  also  by  the  “History  of  Lafayette  Lodge  No.  199, 
by  Bro.  Robert  L.  Myers,  and  also  by  the  historical  address 
of  Bro.  Walter  C.  Gilmore,  delivered  at  the  centennial  ob¬ 
servance  of  Lodge  No.  106. 

Acknowledgment  is  made  of  the  excellent  service  ren¬ 
dered  by  Bro.  Frederic  E.  Manson,  P.  M.,  of  Lodge  No.  397, 
who  edited  the  copy  and  prepared  the  book  for  publication. 

Thanks  are  due  to  Bro.  John  A.  Perry,  R.  W.  Grand  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  to  the  late  Bro.  William  C. 
King,  Secretary  of  the  Lodge  and  to  his  assistants  who  were 
patient  with  us. 


There  are  other  books  and  papers  which  were  a  help  but 
those  named  are  the  most  important. 
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